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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 143 *%5”

I NTRODUCED BY MUSTO AND BAKER, JUNE 28, 2007

REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATI ON, JUNE 28, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Conmittee to study

t he econom c inpact of the proposed Hazl eton Cargo Airport on

the greater Hazl eton area and the potential risks and rewards

to this Conmonweal th of providing econom c devel opnent funds
to support this project and to nmake a report.

WHEREAS, A major new cargo-only airport has been proposed in
the Hazl eton area that has been projected to bring in 1.4
mllion tons of freight by 2012 with the potential to create
nore than 4,500 jobs for airlines, cargo handlers, security
conpani es and war ehouses; and

WHEREAS, The proposed cargo-only airport has been projected
to cost $1.6 billion funded through State, |ocal and private
noneys; and

WHEREAS, The | ocation of the proposed cargo-only airport lies
outside the corridor currently identified by the Federal
Avi ation Adm nistration to i nprove airspace in the northeastern
United States; and

WHEREAS, No firm conm tnments have yet been nade by any maj or

air cargo transport conpanies to use the proposed cargo-only



1 airport; and

2 WHEREAS, The role of the project developer in the financing
3 and long-term operations of the proposed cargo-only airport is
4 uncl ear; and

5 WHEREAS, The proposed cargo-only airport would create the

6 need for a regional airport authority to incur debt for the

7 projects, and the appropriate governance structure of such an

8 authority has yet to be determ ned; and

9 WHEREAS, Nunerous questions and concerns have been rai sed

10 regarding the inpact of the proposed cargo-only airport on | ocal
11 rail, road and water infrastructure and the inpact of an influx
12 of new workers on |ocal schools, health care and energency

13 services; therefore be it

14 RESCLVED, That the Senate direct the Legislative Budget and
15 Finance Commttee to study the econom c inpact of the proposed
16 Hazleton Cargo Airport on the greater Hazl eton area and the

17 potential risks and rewards to this Comonweal th of providing
18 econom ¢ devel opnent funds to support this project; and be it
19 further
20 RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
21 evaluate the likely investnment return to the Conmonweal t h of
22 investing State funds into the proposed cargo-only airport; and
23 be it further
24 RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
25 investigate the reasonabl eness of the assunptions used to
26 estimate the job creation and other econom c inpact figures
27 cited by project devel opers and determ ne the estimted cost to
28 taxpayers; and be it further
29 RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee

30 consider the potential inpact of a cargo-only airport on |ocal
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roads and other infrastructure as well as the inpact of new
wor kers on schools, health care and other social services in the
greater Hazleton area; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
exam ne the governance structure used by |ocal governnents
el sewhere in this Commonwealth and in other states to nonitor
and manage | arge airport construction projects and their
subsequent operations; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
be aut horized to seek a contractor or consultant to assist in
its study; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
report all findings and conclusions on this issue to the Senate

no |later than June 30, 2008.
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