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A JO NT RESCLUTI ON

Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th

of Pennsylvania, further providing for taxation exenptions

and speci al provisions.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:

Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl

That section 2(b) of Article VIII be anmended to read:
§ 2. Exenptions and special provisions.

* x *

(b) The General Assenbly may, by |aw

(1) Establish standards and qualifications for private
forest reserves, agricultural reserves, and | and actively

devoted to agricultural use, and make special provision for the

taxati on thereof;

(i1i) Establish as a class or classes of subjects of taxation

the property or privileges of persons who, because of age,



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

disability, infirmty or poverty are determned to be in need of
tax exenption or of special tax provisions, and for any such

cl ass or classes, uniform standards and qualifications. The
Commonweal th, or any other taxing authority, may adopt or enpl oy
such class or classes and standards and qualifications, and
except as herein provided may i npose taxes, grant exenptions, or
make special tax provisions in accordance therewi th. No
exenption or special provision shall be nade under this clause
with respect to taxes upon the sale or use of personal property,
and no exenption fromany tax upon real property shall be
granted by the CGeneral Assenbly under this clause unless the
CGeneral Assenbly shall provide for the rei nbursenent of |ocal
taxing authorities by or through the Comonweal th for revenue

| osses occasi oned by such exenption;

(1i1) Establish standards and qualifications by which | ocal
taxing authorities may nake uni form special tax provisions
applicable to a taxpayer for a limted period of tinme to
encour age i nprovenent of deteriorating property or areas by an
i ndi vi dual, association or corporation, or to encourage
i ndustrial devel opnent by a non-profit corporation; and

(iv) Make special tax provisions on any increase in value of
real estate resulting fromresidential construction. Such
speci al tax provisions shall be applicable for a period not to
exceed two years.

(v) Establish standards and qualifications by which | ocal
taxing authorities in counties of the first and second cl ass may
make uni form special real property tax provisions applicable to
t axpayers who are | ongtinme owner-occupants as shall be defined
by the General Assenbly of residences in areas where real

property val ues have risen nmarkedly as a consequence of the
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refurbi shing or renovating of other deteriorating residences or
t he construction of new residences.

(vi) Authorize local taxing authorities to exclude from
taxation an anount based on the assessed val ue of honestead
property. The exclusions authorized by this clause shall not
exceed one-hal f of the nedi an assessed val ue of all homestead
property within a local taxing jurisdiction. A local taxing
authority may not increase the mllage rate of its tax on real
property to pay for these excl usions.

(vii) Establish standards and qualificati ons by which | ocal

taxi ng authorities may nake real property tax assessnents based

upon an owner's cost of acquisition of the property. This cl ause

shall not include transfers of principal residence or farm and

bet ween spouses or between parents and chil dren.

* * %

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of this proposed constitutional anmendnent, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
required advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in
whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
passage of this proposed constitutional amendnent.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of this
proposed constitutional anendnent, the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the
advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article XI of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisenments to two newspapers in every county in which such

newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
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this proposed constitutional anendnent. The Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall submt this proposed constitutional anendnent
to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at the first
primary, general or nunicipal election which neets the
requirenents of and is in conformance with section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsyl vania and which occurs at | east

three nonths after the proposed constitutional anendnent is
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passed by the General Assenbly.
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