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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 20642 *%%

I NTRODUCED BY HALUSKA, ROBBI NS, MERRY, BLACK, F. TAYLOR,
VAN HORNE, CALTAG RONE, BATTI STO, LUCYK, MRKONI C, FOSTER,
SALOOM OLASZ, FEE, GEORCGE, DOVBROWBKI, LI VENGOOD, CARLSOQON,
BUSH, STUBAN, ARGALL, SEMVEL, GRUPPO, JADLOW EC, BOWBER,
FARGO, DI STLER, CAPPABI ANCA, DORR, LINTON, WASS, CLYMER
RYBAK AND HAYES, AUGUST 8, 1988

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON APPROPRI ATI ONS, AUGUST 8, 1988

O (o0} ~NoO O~ WNE

e e = = =
oo N o o A W N - O

AN ACT
Providing for inprovenents and devel opnent at State parks and
historic properties and facilities; providing for limted
private sector devel opnent at selected State parks in
accordance with a strategic devel opnent plan; and providing
for grants-in-aid to certain nonprofit organizations and
institutions for capital inprovenents to non-State-owned
hi storic properties and facilities.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and nay be cited as the Project 110
Recreation and Historic Facilities |Inprovenent Act.
Section 2. Legislative intent.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) Pennsylvania's 114 State parks and 61 historic
properties and facilities, as well as nore than 900 non-
St at e-owned historic properties and facilities, are

significant assets of this Commonweal th and are an inportant
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part of tourismand recreation in Pennsyl vani a.

(2) Tourismis now regarded as this Commonweal th's
second | eadi ng econom ¢ contributor and may becone an even
nore significant economc factor in the future.

(3) Pennsylvania's State park systemand its historic
properties and facilities are in need of capital inprovenents
and mai nt enance.

(4) Qur neighboring states are expanding their state
parks and related facilities in an effort to attract tourism
from ot her states.

(5 In order to facilitate the inprovenent of our State
park system and the historic properties and facilities
| ocated within this Conmonwealth, it is necessary to nake
substanti al expenditures for capital inprovenents for State
parks and for State-owned and non- St ate-owned historic
properties and facilities.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmi ssion.” The Pennsyl vania Hi storical and Museum
Conmmi ssi on.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Environnmental Resources of
t he Conmonweal t h.

Section 4. Capital inprovenents to State parKks.

(a) Funding of projects.--The departnment shall prepare
annually a priority schedule of State park capital inprovenent
proj ects which shall be submtted to the Governor and to the
CGeneral Assenbly. The total cost of all projects included in the

departnment's priority schedul e shall approxi mate at | east
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$18, 000, 000 annually for a period of five years fromthe
effective date of this act.

(b) Project approval.--Only those projects previously
authorized in a capital budget act approved by the General
Assenbly shall be included in the departnment's priority
schedul e.

Section 5. Strategic State park devel opnent plan.

(a) Plan preparation.--Wthin six nonths follow ng the
effective date of this act, the departnent shall conplete a
St ate park devel opnment plan which shall include:

(1) Identification of selected State parks that are
candi dates for the devel opment of recreation facilities by
the private sector and the type of devel opnent consi dered
appropriate at each selected park site. Facilities that may
be devel oped by the private sector could include, but are not
limted to, hotels, |odges, restaurants, conference centers,
marinas, golf courses, tennis courts and sw nm ng pools.
There shall be a mninmumof three but no nore than five State
parks identified as candi dates for private sector devel opnment
t hat includes hotels and conference centers.

(2) A detail ed assessnent of personnel needs required to
adequately operate and naintain the State park system
(b) Plan review --The departnent shall submt the conpleted

State park devel opnent plan to the Environnental Quality Board

whi ch shall have 90 days to review and nake reconmendati ons

pertaining to subsection (a)(1).

Section 6. Devel opnent of recreation facilities by the private
sector.

(a) Departnental requirenent.--Wthin one year fromthe

effective date of this act, the departnment shall issue a request
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for proposals for the devel opnment of recreation facilities at
sel ected State parks by the private sector consistent with the
strategic State park devel opnent plan provisions of section
5(a)(1).

(b) Selection of projects.--The departnment shall establish
the criteria for the selection of projects to be constructed and
operated by private entities in State parks.

(c) Ternms of projects.--The site on which any privately
owned project is constructed shall be owned by the Commonweal th
and |l eased to the operator for a termnot exceeding 99 years.
The departnent shall have the right of first refusal in the
event that the project is to be sold or transferred by the
private operator or the right to di sapprove any sale or
transfer.

Section 7. Capital inprovenents to State-owned historic sites
and facilities.

(a) Funding of projects.--The conm ssion shall prepare
annually a priority schedule of inprovenment projects at State-
owned historic sites and facilities which shall be submtted to
t he Governor and to the CGeneral Assenbly. The total cost of al
projects included in the comm ssion's priority schedul e shal
approxi mate at |east $2, 000,000 annually for a period of five
years fromthe effective date of this act.

(b) Project approval.--Only those projects previously
authorized in a capital budget act approved by the General
Assenbly shall be included in the comm ssion's priority
schedul e.

Section 8. Gants to non-State-owned historic properties and
facilities.

(a) General provisions.--Fromnoneys appropriated annually
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by the General Assenbly, the conm ssion shall nmeke grants-in-aid
to eligible nonprofit organizations and institutions for capital
i nprovenents to non-State-owned historic properties and
facilities.

(b) Amount for grants and adm nistrative costs of the
conmmi ssi on. --The anount of grants and the adm nistrative costs
for operating the grant program shall not exceed the follow ng:

(1) First year - $1, 000, 000.
(2) Second year - $1, 500, 000.
(3) Third year - $2,000, 000.
(4) Fourth year - $2,500, 000.
(5) Fifth year - $3, 000, 000.

(c) Eligibility.--The foll ow ng nonprofit organizations
shall be eligible to apply to the comm ssion for grants-in-aid
for capital inprovenents:

(1) Historical societies.

(2) Colleges and universities.

(3) Museuns.

(4) Oher historical organizations, including, but not
limted to, libraries.

(d) Application and criteria for awardi ng grants.--The
commi ssion shall establish the methods and procedures for naking
an application for a grant and the criteria to carry out the
pur pose of this section on which it will base its approval.
Section 9. Repeals.

(a) Specific.--Section 1906-A(4) of the act of April 9, 1929
(P.L.177, No.175), known as The Adm nistrative Code of 1929, is
repealed only to the extent it is inconsistent with the
provi sions of section 6(c) and only for those projects which

qual i fy under section 6(c).
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(b) General.--Al acts and parts of acts are repeal ed
insofar as they are inconsistent with this act.

Section 10. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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