PRINTER S NO. 3902

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2619 5%

| NTRODUCED BY KI NG CONKLI N, BRENNAN, DePASQUALE, FRANKEL
BENNI NGTON, JAMES, LONG ETTlI, MGEEHAN, SOLOBAY, M| LHATTAN,
G NGRI CH, GOODVAN, MANN, MJRT, SI PTROTH, SH MKUS AND MAHONEY,
JUNE 10, 2008

REFERRED TO COWMW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,
JUNE 10, 2008

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled

2 "An act providing for and reorgani zing the conduct of the

3 executive and adm nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
4 Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative

5 departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

6 i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
7 Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

8 aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative

9 departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
10 duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
11 of ficers, and of the several admnistrative departnents,

12 boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
13 Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive

14 and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointment of
15 certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

16 ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
17 and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the

18 nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

19 assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
20 commi ssions shall be determ ned,” further providing for
21 donestic viol ence and rape victins services.
22 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

23 hereby enacts as follows:

24 Section 1. Section 2333 of the act of April 9, 1929

25 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The Admi nistrative Code of 1929,
26 added March 30, 1988 (P.L.329, No.44), is anended to read:



Section 2333. Donestic Violence and Rape Victins Services. --
(a) The General Assenbly finds that the public health and
safety is threatened by increasing incidences of domestic
vi ol ence and rape. Donestic violence prograns and rape crisis
programnms provi de needed support services for victins and assi st
in prevention through community education. Therefore, the
CGeneral Assenbly finds that it is in the public interest for the
Commonweal th to establish a mechanismto provide financial
assi stance to donestic violence centers and rape crisis centers
for the operation of donmestic violence and rape crisis prograns.

(b) Where any person after the effective date of this
section pleads guilty or nolo contendere to or is convicted of
any crinme as herein defined, there shall be inposed, in addition
to all other costs, an additional cost in the sumof [ten

dollars ($10)] fifteen dollars ($15) for the purpose of funding

the services as described in this section. Such sumshall be
paid over to the State Treasurer to be deposited in the Ceneral
Fund. Under no condition shall a political subdivision be |liable

for the payment of the [ten dollars ($10)] fifteen dollars ($15)

in additional costs.

(c) The Departnent of Public Welfare shall make grants to
donestic violence centers and rape crisis centers for the
operation of domestic violence prograns and rape crisis prograns
consistent wwth this section. In awarding grants, the Depart nent
of Public Welfare shall consider the population to be served,
t he geographical area to be serviced, the scope of the services,
the need for services and the anmount of funds provided from
ot her sources.

(d) The Departnment of Public Welfare shall nake avail abl e at

cost to the public copies of applications that have been
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subm tted or approved for funding and reports on any fiscal or
programmatic reviews of funded prograns.

(d.1) Al health care practitioners enpl oyed by or having

adm tting privileges at a health care facility shall report to

the facility incidents of donestic violence detern ned through

treatnent of a victimfor injuries which the victimstates

resulted fromdonestic violence or any injury which a

practiti oner has reasonabl e cause to believe resulted from

donestic violence. All health care facilities shall track

i nci dents of donestic violence obtained fromreports by health

care practitioners or docunented in the facilities' nedical

records and conpl ete confidential nedical data coll ection

reports, as pronul gated by the Departnent of Health, for any

victimbeing treated for injuries which the victimstates

resulted from donestic viol ence or which the health care

facility has reasonabl e cause to believe resulted from donestic

viol ence. The report may not identify a victimby nane or by

i nformati on which would reveal the victinls identity. The report

shall be subnmitted to the Departnent of Health on an annual

basis, and the departnent shall submt a conpil ati on of these

reports to the Departnent of Public Welfare annually.

(d.2) Al |aw enforcenent officers shall report to their

assi gned police departnents incidents of donestic violence as

reported by the victimor any incident which the officer has

reasonabl e cause to believe resulted fromdonestic viol ence. The

Pennsyl vania State Police and all police departnents shall track

i nci dents of donestic violence and conpl ete confidenti al nedi cal

data collection reports, as pronul gated by the Departnent of

Heal th, for any victimof donestic violence or which the

Pennsyl vania State Police or police departnent has reasonabl e
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cause to believe resulted fromdonestic viol ence. The report nay

not identify a victimby nane or by infornmati on which woul d

reveal the victims identity. The report shall be subnitted to

the Department of Health on an annual basis, and the depart nent

shall submt a conpilation of these reports to the Departnent of

Public Welfare annually.

(e) As used in this section, the foll ow ng words and phrases
shall have the neanings given to themin this subsection:

"Crime" neans an act conmtted in Pennsylvania which, if
commtted by a nentally conpetent, crimnally responsible adult,
who had no | egal exenption or defense, would constitute a crine
as defined in and proscribed by Title 18 of the Pennsyl vani a
Consolidated Statutes (relating to crines and of fenses) or
enunerated in the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known
as "The Control |l ed Substance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic Act."
However, no act involving the operation of a notor vehicle which
results in injury shall constitute a crine for the purpose of
this section unless such injury was intentionally inflicted
t hrough the use of a notor vehicle.

"Donestic viol ence"” neans the occurrence of one or nore of
the foll ow ng acts between famly or househol d nmenbers:

(1) Intentionally, know ngly or recklessly causing or
attenpting to cause bodily injury.

(2) Placing, by physical nenace, another in fear of imm nent
serious bodily injury.

"Donestic violence center” neans an organi zation, or the
coordi nati ng body of an organi zation, which has as its prinmary
pur pose the operation of donestic violence prograns.

"Donestic violence progrant neans a programwhich has as its

primary purpose the provision of direct services to victins of
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donmestic violence and their children, including, but not limted
to, victimadvocacy, counseling, shelter, information and
referral, victimw tness, acconpani nent, comunity education and
preventi on.

"Health care facility" nmeans a facility that is authorized to

provide clinically related health service as defined in the act

of July 19, 1979 (P.L.130, No.48), known as the "Health Care

Facilities Act."

"Health care practitioner" neans an individual who is

aut hori zed to practi ce sone conponent of the healing arts as

defined in the act of July 19, 1979 (P.L.130, No.48), known as

the "Health Care Facilities Act."

"Law enforcenent officer" neans a Pennsyl vania State Police

officer or a police officer certified pursuant to 53 Pa.C. S. Ch.

21 Subch. D (relating to nunicipal police educati on and

"Police departnment" neans a public agency of a political

subdi vi si on havi ng general police powers and charged w th nmaki ng

arrests in connection with the enforcenent of the crimnal or

traffic | awns.

"Rape crisis center" neans an organi zation, or the
coordi nati ng body of an organi zation, which has as its prinmary
pur pose the operation of rape crisis prograns.

"Rape crisis progrant means a program which has as its
primary purpose the provision of direct services to victins of
sexual assault, including, but not limted to, crisis
i ntervention, counseling, victimadvocacy, information and
referral, victimw tness and assi stance, acconpani nent through
the nedical, police and judicial systens as well as providing

education and prevention progranms on rape and sexual assaults.
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1 "Sexual assault” means any conduct which is a crine under 18
2 Pa.C.S. Ch. 31 (relating to sexual offenses).

3 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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