PRINTER S NO. 3587

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2562 >

| NTRODUCED BY COHEN, LI VENGOGOD, COVELL, KUKOVI CH, VEON, WOXN AK,
TRELLO, LESCOVI TZ, CCOLAFELLA, KOSI NSKI, STEWART, BURNS,
STEI GHNER AND SHOWERS, JUNE 5, 1986

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, JUNE 5, 1986

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled

2 "An act providing for and reorgani zi ng the conduct of the

3 executive and admi nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
4 Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative

5 departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

6 i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
7 Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

8 aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative

9 departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
10 duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
11 of ficers, and of the several adm nistrative departnents,

12 boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
13 Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive

14 and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointnment of
15 certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

16 ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
17 and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the

18 nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

19 assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
20 commi ssions shall be determned,” elimnating the position of

21 wor knen' s conpensation referees; and creating the position of
22 wor knen' s conpensati on adm nistrative |aw judges.
23 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

24 hereby enacts as follows:

25 Section 1. Sections 2208 and 2213 of the act of April 9,
26 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The Adm nistrative Code of

27 1929, anmended February 8, 1972 (P.L.49, No.13), are anmended to
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read:

Section 2208. W rknmen's Conpensati on and Qccupati onal
Di sease. --The Departnent of Labor and Industry shall have the
power, and its duty shall be:

(a) To administer and enforce the laws of this Commonweal t h,
as now existing or hereafter enacted, relating to worknen's
conpensati on and occupati onal di sease conpensation: Provided,
however, That the W rknen' s Conpensati on Appeal Board shal
performtheir duties independently of the Secretary of Labor and
I ndustry, or any other official of the departnent, except that
all clerical, stenographic and other assistance required by the
Wor knen' s Conpensati on Appeal Board shall be appointed by the
departnment as provided in this act;

(b) To receive and classify reports of all accidents and
injuries; to receive and exam ne or di sapprove agreenents,
suppl enent al agreenents, notices, receipts, final receipts, and
ot her papers in workmnmen's conpensation cases and order the
correction of any errors therein and by general rule, to
regul ate or waive the filing, approval or disapproval of such
papers in the interest of fair, practical and pronpt resol ution
of the rights of the parties, as provided by | aw,

(c) To followup in all cases in which worknen's
conpensation is payable, and see that conpensation is paid
pronptly and in accordance with the laws of this Conmonwealt h;

(d) To advise injured worknen and others of their rights
under the worknen's conpensation | aws;

(e) Fromtinme totine, to divide the State into such nunber
of worknmen's conpensation districts as it nmay deem advi sabl e for
the proper adm nistration of the worknen's conpensation | aws;

(f) To receive and refer to Wrknmen's Conpensati on
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[ Referees] adnministrative |aw judges all clainms for conpensation

in contested or unpaid cases and to receive and refer to the
Wor knen' s Conpensati on Appeal Board all appeals from deci sions

of [referees] adnministrative |aw judges and to mail copies of

decisions to all affected parties;

(g) To render to the Wrknmen's Conpensation Appeal Board any
reasonabl e assi stance requested by the board in the conduct of
its work;

(h) Except in cases in which the Commonwealth's liability
therefor is covered by insurance, to prepare and issue to the
Audi tor General certificates or requisitions for the paynent of
wor knen' s conpensation to injured enployes of the Commonweal t h.

Section 2213. W rknmen's Conpensation [ Ref erees]

Adm ni strative Law Judges. --Each Wrknen's Conpensati on

[ Referee] administrative |aw judge shall have the power, and his

duty shall be, to hear and determ ne such clains for
conpensation as shall be assigned to himby the Secretary of

Labor and Industry and by the Chief Adm nistrative Law Judge,

and to perform such other duties as shall be required of him by

the Secretary of Labor and Industry or by the Chief

Adm ni strative Law Judge, or inposed upon himby |aw Each

decision of [a referee] an adnministrative | aw judge shall be

subject to appeal to the Wrknmen's Conpensati on Appeal Board as
provi ded by | aw.

Section 2. This act shall take effect 60 days after the
enactnent of Article VII, "Adm nistrative Law Judges," of the
act of June 2, 1915 (P.L.736, No.338), known as The Pennsyl vani a

Wor knen' s Conpensati on Act.
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