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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2485 %5

| NTRODUCED BY STEIL, S. MLLER CLYMER CORRI GAN, CRAHALLA,
CURRY, DALLY, GRUCELA, HARPER, HENNESSEY, HORSEY, MACKERETH
O NEI LL, RGSS, SCHRODER, E. Z. TAYLOR AND WEBER
MARCH 26, 2004

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, MARCH 26, 2004

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.805, No.247), entitled,

2 as anmended, "An act to enmpower cities of the second class A,
3 and third class, boroughs, incorporated towns, townships of

4 the first and second classes including those within a county
5 of the second class and counties of the second through eighth
6 cl asses, individually or jointly, to plan their devel opnment

7 and to govern the same by zoning, subdivision and |and

8 devel opnent ordi nances, planned residential devel opnment and

9 ot her ordi nances, by official maps, by the reservation of

10 certain land for future public purpose and by the acquisition
11 of such land; to pronpote the conservation of energy through
12 the use of planning practices and to pronote the effective

13 utilization of renewabl e energy sources; providing for the

14 establ i shment of planni ng comm ssions, planning departnents,
15 pl anni ng conm ttees and zoni ng hearing boards, authorizing

16 themto charge fees, nake inspections and hold public

17 heari ngs; providing for mediation; providing for transferable
18 devel opnent rights; providing for appropriations, appeals to
19 courts and penalties for violations; and repealing acts and
20 parts of acts,” providing for an educational inpact fee.

21 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

22 hereby enacts as follows:

23 Section 1. The act of July 31, 1968 (P.L.805, No.247), known
24 as the Pennsylvania Minicipalities Planning Code, reenacted and
25 anended Decenber 21, 1988 (P.L.1329, No.170), is anended by

26 adding an article to read:
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ARTICLE V-B

Educati onal Capital | nprovenent

Secti on 501-B. Pur pose. --The i npositi on of educati onal

i npact fees enables a school district to be rei nbursed for

i ncrenental costs associated with i ncreased enrol |l nent inposed

on the school district as a result of additional residential

devel opnent in the district wi thout burdening current residents

with the costs.

Secti on 502- B. Definitions.--The foll owi ng words and phrases

when used in this article shall have the nmeani ngs given to them

in this section unless the context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Affordable,"” as defined in secti on 502-A.

"Educati onal inpact fee," a charge or fee conputed for each

new dwelling unit by nultiplying the i ncrenental cost of each

new student by a student housing factor and i nposed by a school

district agai nst new residenti al devel opnent in order to

conpensate the school district for the start-up costs associ at ed

with increased student enroll nent due to such new devel opnent.

"Educati onal inpact statenent,” a report or Sstatenent

required in conjunction with all building permt applicants to

di scl ose the i nmpact of new constructi on or devel opnent on

educati onal costs and services in the affected school district.

"I ncrenental cost," the cost attri butable to addi ng one new

student to the student base in existence at the later of the

tinme the educational inpact fee is inposed or the tine this cost

factor is reviewed as required under this article.

"Resi denti al devel opnent," dwelling units constructed for

single-famly or nulti-famly occupation, to be either | eased or

"Student housing factor," the average nunber of students
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expected to occupy each new residential dwelling unit based on

the size, type and total cost of the structure as detern ned and

established in a scale set by the school board.

Secti on 503-B. Est abl i shnent and Cal cul ati on of | npact

Fees.--(a) The educational inpact fee shall be determ ned for

each dwelling unit by nultiplying the i ncrenental cost by the

student housi ng factor. The foll ow ng shall apply:

(1) School districts nmay i npose an educati onal i npact

fee and require the filing of educati onal inpact statenents

at the discretion of the board of school directors.

(2) The decision not to i npose an educati onal inpact fee

at any tine shall not preclude requiring the filing of

educati onal i npact statenents.

(3) An educational inpact fee may be i nposed based on

t he subm ssion of a specific educati onal inpact statenent.

Such i nposition shall be valid as applied to any dwelling

unit, provided it becones effective prior to the i ssuance of

the building pernmit for that specific unit.

(b)Y The increnental cost of each new student shall be

cal cul ated by using the foll owi ng factors:

(1) One-tine adm ni strative costs necessary to enrol

addi ti onal students.

(2) Pro rata cost of instructional sal ary.

(3) Cost of instructional nmaterial.

(4) Pro rata cost based on the inpact to the physical

pl ant in accommpdati ng addi ti onal students.

(5) Cost of additional insurance.

(6) Pro rata cost of transportation.

(7) Actual cost of initial student eval uati on.

(8) Pro rata cost of student special services.

20040H2485B3571 - 3 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

(9) Pro rata cost of hiring and training.

(c) The educational inpact fee shall not be based on any of

the foll ow ng:

(1) Pro rata cost of voluntary curriculuminstruction

salaries or nateri al s.

(2) Cost of hiring or training necessary State-funded

staff, including the internedi ate units.

(3) Pro rata shares of special educati on costs.

(4) Pro rata costs for any contracted servi ces, except

direct instructional and nmai nt enance costs.

(5) The costs of conplying with | ocal codes and

requl ati ons.

(6) Costs which are rei nbursed by anot her gover nnment al

(d) (1) The educational inpact fee shall be subject to

annual adjustnments by the school district, based on changes

in the Consuner Price Index for Al U ban Consuners.

(2) The increnental cost of each new student and the

student housi ng factor shall be reviewed at | east once every

three vears and be subject to upward or downward revi Sion

(e) Prior to initial passage of any resol ution i nposi ng an

educati onal inpact fee under the authority granted under this

article, the school district shall qgive public notice of the

i ntention to pass such resolution. The notice shall set forth

the substantial nature of the fee to be inposed by the

resol ution, the reason which, in the judgnent of the board of

school directors, necessitates the inposition of the fee, and

t he anpbunt of revenue estimated to be derived therefrom

Publi cati on of the notice shall be made by adverti senent once a

week for three weeks in a newspaper of general circul ati on
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within the school district if there is a newspaper and, if there

is not, publication shall be made in a newspaper of general

circulation in the county in which the adverti si ng school

district is | ocated.

Section 504-B. Adninistration of Educati onal | npact Fees.--

(a) (1) Educational inpact fees shall be coll ected by the

school district.

(2) The educational inpact fee shall be payable in ful

prior to the tine of the i ssuance of a building perm¢t for

resi denti al devel opnent.

(3) No nunicipality shall issue a building permt within

t he boundaries of a school district which has i nposed an

educati onal inpact fee w thout proof of paynent of the

educati onal inpact fee to that school district.

(b)Y The educational inpact fee shall be wai ved for building

pernmits i ssued for the repl acenent of existing dwelling units,

even if the permts are nonconcurrent.

(c) The school district nay reduce, elimnate or otherw se

negoti ate over the educati onal inpact fee applicable to

af f or dabl e housi ng.

Secti on 505-B. Educati onal | npact Statenent.--(a) An

educati onal inpact statenent nust be subnmitted to the

appropri ate school district for all proposed devel opnent in

conjunction with the building pernit process. It shall be

presented prior to subnmi ssion by the builders of any subdi vi si on

pl an or other prelimnary docunents that nay require nunicipal

approval . The municipality shall not accept the subdivisi on pl an

or other prelimnary docunents wi thout proof that the

educati onal inpact statenent has been filed with the school

district.
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(b)Y The educational inpact statement shall include the

(1) The type of unit or units to be devel oped.

(2) The target market that the building permt applicant

hopes to reach.

(3) The size of the units by distribution.

(4) The estimated initial student popul ati on br oken down

according to elenentary, mddl e and seni or grade | evels.

(5 Atine frane for achi evenent of the student

popul ati on.

(6) The estimted student popul ati on by grade | evel at

both five years and ten years fromthe date of the issuance

of the last building permt.

Section 2. This act shall apply to a school district's first
full fiscal year which commences at | east 60 days after the
effective date of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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