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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2013 %%

I NTRODUCED BY D. EVANS, PARKER, FRANKEL, MYERS, WALKO,
CALTAG RONE, FABRI ZI O, FREENMAN, GEORGE, GERBER, CERGELY,
GRUCELA, KENNEY, KOTIK, MANN, MARKOSEK, M CALL, PETRARCA
READSHAW RUBLEY, SAYLOR, WOJNARCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD, SHANER,
WHEATLEY AND NI CKOL, OCTOBER 13, 2005

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, OCTOBER 13, 2005
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AN ACT
Establishing a tenporary State conm ssion to study the

Constitution of Pennsylvania to reconmend possi bl e anendnent

or revision; prescribing the powers and duties of the

commi ssi on; and nmaki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Conm ssion established.

A tenporary State comm ssion, to be known as the Comm ssion
on Constitutional Revision, is hereby established. The
conmi ssi on shall consist of 15 citizens of this Commonweal th of
whom five shall be appointed by the Governor, three shall be
appoi nted by the President pro tenpore of the Senate, three
shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, two shall be appointed by the Mnority Leader
of the Senate and two shall be appointed by the Mnority Leader

of the House of Representatives.

Section 2. El ecti on of officers.
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The menbers of the Conmm ssion on Constitutional Revision
shall elect fromits nenbership a chairman and a vice chairmn.
Vacancies in the nenbership of the conm ssion shall be filled in
t he manner provided for original appointnents.

Section 3. Purpose of conm ssion.

The Comm ssion on Constitutional Revision shall study the
Constitution of Pennsylvania, as anended, in the |ight of
contenporary conditions and the antici pated problens and needs
of the people of this Cormonwealth. If the conm ssion finds
change in the constitution advisable, it shall consider the best
means of effecting such change. |If the comm ssion determn nes
that the best nmeans is by amendnent, it shall so recommend and
its report shall contain drafts of the proposed anendnent or
amendnments. |If the comm ssion determ nes that the best neans is
by general revision, it shall collect, conpile and anal yze such
information as it may deemuseful to the del egates at a
constitutional convention and shall nake any recommendati ons
relating to the substance of revision as it nmay consider
appropri at e.

Section 4. Final report.

The Conmi ssion on Constitutional Revision shall submt its
final report to the Governor and the General Assenbly not |ater
t han one week after the convening of the General Assenbly in
regul ar session in 2007.

Section 5. Studies.

The Conmi ssion on Constitutional Revision is authorized to
make any studies or analyses it may deemrel evant through its
own personnel or in cooperation with any public or private
agency including, but not limted to, universities, colleges,

foundati ons and research organi zati ons.
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1 Section 6. Expenses.

2 The menbers of the Conmm ssion on Constitutional Revision

3 shall receive no conpensation, but shall be reinbursed for al

4 expenses necessarily incurred in the performance of their

5 duties.

6 Section 7. Enploynent.

7 The Conmm ssion on Constitutional Revision may enpl oy, and at
8 its pleasure renove, such personnel as it may deem necessary for
9 the performance of its functions and fix their conpensation

10 within the amounts nmade avail abl e by appropriation.

11 Section 8  Oher duties.

12 The Conmi ssion on Constitutional Revision is authorized to
13 enter into any agreenents for research or otherw se and to do
14 and performany acts that may be necessary, desirable or proper
15 to carry out the purposes of this act.

16 Section 9. Meeting; hearings.

17 The Comm ssion on Constitutional Revision nmay neet within and
18 wthout this Commonweal th and may hold public or private

19 hearings.
20 Section 10. Cooperation.
21 The heads of the several departnents, agencies, boards,
22 conm ssions, authorities and instrunentalities of the
23 Commonweal th and of the governnental subdivisions of the
24 Comonweal th are directed to cooperate with the Comm ssion on
25 Constitutional Revision with such facilities, assistance and
26 data as may be necessary or desirable for the comm ssion to
27 properly carry out its functions under this act, and which wll
28 not interfere with the proper conduct of the respective
29 departnents, agencies, boards, commi ssions, authorities,

30 instrunentalities and governnental subdivisions.
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Section 11. Appropriation.

The sum of $350, 000, or as nuch thereof as nay be necessary,
i s hereby appropriated for the expenses of the Conm ssion on
Constitutional Revision for the fiscal year July 1, 2005, to
June 30, 2006, to carry out the provisions of this act. Paynent
fromthe appropriation shall be nade by request of the chairman
of the comm ssion in the nmanner provided by |aw.

Section 12. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect inmediately.
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