PRINTER S NO. 2464

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1989 e

| NTRODUCED BY CGEORGE, HALUSKA, MELI O BGOSCOLA, TI GUE, HORSEY,
LaGROITA, THOVAS, GAMBLE, STABACK, SHANER, GEl ST, SCHRODER
FAJT, READSHAW M LLER, HESS, SATHER, ROBERTS, BI SHOP
ROBI NSON AND MERRY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1995

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, SEPTEMBER 19, 1995
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto," further providing for nmeditation and
prayer peri ods.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1516.1 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, added
Decenber 6, 1972 (P.L. 1412, No.305), is anmended to read:

Section 1516.1. Meditation and Prayer Periods.--(a) In each
publ i c school classroom the teacher in charge [may, or if so
aut hori zed or directed by the board of school directors by which
he is enployed,] shall, at the opening of school upon every
school day, conduct a brief period of silent prayer or
nmeditation with the participation of all the pupils therein

assenbl ed.

(b) The silent prayer or neditation authorized by subsection
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(a) of this section [is not intended to be, and shall not be
conducted as, a religious service or exercise, but] shall be
considered as an opportunity for silent prayer or neditation on
a religious theme by those who are so di sposed, or a nonent of
silent reflection on the anticipated activities of the day.

(c) Nonsectarian and nonprosel yti zi ng vol untary

benedi cti ons, invocations or prayers which are initiated and

gi ven by a student volunteer or student vol unteers nay be

permitted on public school property during school -rel at ed

nonconpul sory student assenblies, school -rel ated student

sporting events and school -rel ated conmencenent cerenpni es. Such

permnm ssi on shall not be construed to i ndicate any support,

approval or sanction by the Commonweal th or any gover nnent al

personnel or official of the contents of any such benedicti ons,

i nvocati ons or prayers or to be pronotion or establishnent of

any religion, reliqgious belief or sect.

(d) No public school in this Commonweal th may i npl enent the

provi si ons of subsections (a) and (c) until at such tine the

el ectorate of the school district approves the conduct pursuant

to subsections (a) and (c). Upon receipt of a valid petition

beari ng the signatures of five (5) per centum of the regi stered

voters within the school district, the governi ng body of a

county in which the school district is |ocated shall direct the

county board of elections to subnmt to the qualified voters of

the school district a proposition to approve or di sapprove the

provi si ons of subsections (a) and (c). The proposition nmay be

submtted at a prinmary, nunici pal or general election. The

petition nust be received by the county board of el ections at

| east sixty (60) days before the election. If a mpjority of the

school district voters voting on the proposition favor the
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provi si ons of subsections (a) and (c), the board of school

directors shall within forty-five (45) days adopt quidelines to

i mpl enent the provisions of subsections (a) and (c). If a

majority of the school district voters voting on the proposition

do not favor the provisions of subsections (a) and (c), those

provi sions shall not be inplenented in that school district.

After a referendum has fail ed, another referendum shall not be

held for a period of two (2) years fromthe el ection in which

the | ast referendumfail ed.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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