PRINTER S NO. 2577

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1946 >

| NTRODUCED BY DALEY, BUNT, BELOFF, DEAL, PISTELLA, FREIND, COyY,
HALUSKA, SEMMEL, TRELLO, FI SCHER, BALDWN, M COZZI E, JOHNSON,
HAGARTY, CAWEY, TIGUE AND BELARDI, FEBRUARY 21, 1984

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, FEBRUARY 21, 1984
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” providing for the voluntary
fingerprinting of certain school children.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 1422.1. Voluntary Fingerprinting of Certain School

Children.--(a) The Conm ssioner of the Pennsyl vania State

Police shall provide a programfor the trai ning of schoo

personnel for the purpose of voluntary fingerprinting of pupils

in any grades from ki ndergarten through six. Upon conpl eti on of

such training prescribed by the Conni ssioner of the Pennsyl vani a

State Police, such school personnel nmay take fingerprints

pursuant to this section.
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(b)Y Public and private school officials shall designate

t hose persons who shall receive the fingerprinting training and

shall provide the facilities and any other personnel required to

assist in the fingerprinting process.

(c) Each school shall provide a formauthorizing a pupil's

participation in the fingerprinting program upon the signature

of the pupil's parent or guardi an. No pupil shall be

fingerprinted unless a signed authorization formis in the

possessi on of school officials.

(d) School officials shall notify the parents or guardi ans

of eligible pupils of the date set for the fingerprinting

program at | east two weeks prior thereto. For the purposes of

this subsection, "eligible pupils" neans pupils who have not

been fingerprinted previously pursuant to this section.

(e) Fingerprinting pursuant to this section shall be done on

a fingerprint card provided by the school with the form thereof

approved by the Conmi ssioner of State Police. In addition to

fingerprints, the card shall contain the foll owi ng i nformation:

nanme, address, race, sex, date of birth, birthpl ace, height,

wei ght, color of hair, color of eyes, conplexion, scars and the

name of the parent or quardi an of the pupil.

(f) The conpleted fingerprint card shall be given to the

pupil's parent or guardi an and to no other person. Except for

t he exclusive use of identifying mssing or runaway children, no

person shall give, disclose or surrender the conpl et ed

fingerprint card or portions thereof or a duplicate of said card

or portions thereof to any other person. This subsecti on shal

not apply to the giving, disclosing or surrendering of said card

or duplicate or portions thereof to any i nmmediate fam |y nenber

of the pupil.
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(g) Any person who violates subsection (f) shall be quilty

of a nmi sdeneanor and upon conviction shall be fined not nore

si xty (60) days or both.

1
2
3 than five hundred dollars ($500) or inprisoned not nore than
4
5

Section 2. This act shall take effect on July 1, 1984.
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