SENATE AMENDED

PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 2268, 2437 PRINTER S NO. 3147

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1860 *5%7°

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. A. K. HUTCHI NSON, DeVERTER, DORR, MADI GAN,

ZELLER, PETRARCA, NOVAK, STEWART, DeMEDI O, MORRI S, KOLTER,
FRYER AND LETTERVAN, NOVEMBER 15, 1977

SENATOR LEW S, LOCAL GOVERNMENT, | N SENATE, AS AMENDED,

APRI L 19, 1978

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 15, 1976 (P.L. 1036, No.208), entitled,

"An act authorizing the indebtedness, with the approval of
the electors, of ten mllion dollars for |oans to vol unteer
fire conmpani es, volunteer anbul ance services and vol unt eer
rescue squads for the purpose of establishing or nodernizing
facilities to house fire fighting apparatus equi pnment,

anbul ances, and rescue vehicles, and for purchasing new fire
fighti ng apparatus equi prent, anbul ances, and rescue
vehi cl es, protective and comuni cati ons equi pnent, and any
ot her accessory equi pnent necessary for the proper

per formance of such organi zations' duties,"” providing for the
refinancing of certain debt incurred by volunteer fire
conpani es for equi pnment and facilities between Novenber 4,

1975 and Apr+H+—1—31977 APRIL 30, 1978 inclusive, AND <—

EXTENDI NG ASSI STANCE | N THE FORM OF LOANS FOR REPAI R OR
REHABI LI TATI ON OF CERTAI N EQUI PVENT.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

15,

Section 1. Subsections (a) and (d) of section 4, act of July

1976 (P.L.1036, No.208), known as the "Volunteer Fire

Conpany, Anbul ance Service and Rescue Squad Assi stance Act,"” are

anended to read:

Section 4. Assistance to Volunteer Fire Conpani es, Anbul ance
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Service and Rescue Squads.--(a) The departnent is hereby

aut hori zed, upon application of any volunteer fire conpany,

vol unt eer anbul ance service and vol unteer rescue squad, to nake
| oans to said volunteer conpanies for the foll owi ng purposes:

(1) Establishing or nodernizing facilities that house fire
fighting equi pnment, anbul ance or rescue vehicles. The anmount of
a loan for establishing or nodernizing facilities made to any
one volunteer fire conpany, anbul ance service or rescue squad
shal | not exceed 50% of the total cost of the facilities or
noder ni zati on or $40, 000, whichever is less, and a notarized
financial statenent filed under subsection (c) shall show that
t he applicant has avail able 20% of the total cost of the
facilities in unobligated funds. Proceeds of the |oan shall be
used only for purposes of |and acquisition or construction, and
shall not be used for paynent of fees for design, planning,
preparation of applications, or any other cost not directly
attributable to | and acqui sition or construction.

(2) Purchasing fire fighting apparatus, anbul ances or rescue
vehi cl es. The anount of a |oan made for purchasing fire fighting
appar atus, anbul ances, or rescue vehicles to any one vol unt eer
fire conpany shall not exceed $35,000 for any single fire
fighting apparatus equi prment, or 50% of the total cost of the
equi pnent, whichever is |less. The anount of a | oan nade to any
one volunteer fire conpany, anbul ance service or rescue squad
for any anbul ance or rescue vehicle shall not exceed $15, 000 or
50% of the cost of the anmbul ance or rescue vehicle, whichever is
| ess, and a notarized financial statenent filed under subsection
(c) shall show that the applicant has avail able 20% of the total
cost of the vehicle in unobligated funds.

(3) Purchasing protective, accessory or comruni cation
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equi pnent. No volunteer fire conmpany, anbul ance service or
rescue squad shall receive a |oan for protective, accessory or
communi cati ve equi pment nore than once in any five-year period.
Each volunteer fire conpany, anbul ance service or rescue squad
may apply for a loan for nobile and portable radio unit for each
exi sting serviceabl e apparat us equi pnent, anbul ance, or rescue
vehi cl e. Radi o equi pnent obtained through | oans under this act
shall be equipped with a frequency or frequencies |icensed by
t he Federal Conmuni cations Comm ssion for fire fighting or
ener gency response purpose. A notarized financial statenent
shall be filed and | oans under this act for the purchase of
protective, accessory or conmmunicative equi pnent shall not
exceed $5, 000.

(4) Refinancing debt incurred FOR CONTRACTS ENTERED | NTO <—

bet ween Novenber 4, 1975 and April 311977 APRIL 30, 1978 <—

i ncl usi ve and used for the purchase of apparatus equi pment or

for the constructi on or noderni zation of facilities or for

nodi fi cati on of apparatus equi pnent in order to conmply with

National Fire Protection Associ ati on st andar ds.

(5) REPAIR OR REHABI LI TATI ON OF APPARATUS EQUI PMENT. WHERE <—

| T HAS BEEN DETERM NED THAT EXI STI NG APPARATUS EQUI PMENT NO

LONGER MEETS THE STANDARDS OF THE NATI ONAL FI RE PROTECTI ON

ASSOCI ATI ON (NFPA), AND THE REPAI R AND/ OR REHABI LI TATI ON CF SUCH

EQU PMENT WLL BRING IT IN COVPLI ANCE W TH NFPA STANDARDS; LOANS

FOR THE REPAIR OR REHABI LI TATI ON FOR A SI NGLE APPARATUS

EQUI PMENT SHALL NOT BE FOR LESS THAN $5, 000 OR MORE THAN $35, 000

OR 80% OF THE TOTAL COST OF REPAIR OR REHABI LI TATI ON WHI CHEVER

IS LESS.

Loans under this act may be made for any of the purposes of

this subsection undertaken by a volunteer fire conpany,
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1 volunteer anbul ance service and vol unteer rescue squad on or

2 after Novenber 4, 1975, the date of the approval of the

3 referendum approving the borrowi ng of noney for the purposes of
4 this act.

5 * %

6 (d) Loans under this act shall be used [only] for the

7 acquisition by volunteer conpanies of new apparatus equi pnent,
8 new anbul ances, new rescue vehicl es, new conmuni cati ons

9 equi pnent, new accessory equi pnment or new protective equi prment,
10 or for the construction or nodernization of facilities and

11 except as provided in (a)(4), shall not be used for operating
12 expenses or for the refinancing of construction or nodernization
13 of facilities, apparatus equi pment, conmunication equi pnent,

14 accessory equi pnment, nor except as provided in (a)(4) shal

15 wunder this act be nade or used to reduce any debt or other

16 obligations issued prior to the effective date of this act.

17 * %k

18 Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

K1L49Rz/ 19770H1860B3147 - 4 -



