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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 19, 1988 (P.L.1262, No.156),
entitled, as anended, "An act providing for the licensing of
el i gi bl e organi zati ons to conduct ganes of chance, for the
licensing of persons to distribute games of chance, for the
regi stration of manufacturers of ganes of chance, and for
suspensi ons and revocations of |licenses and permts;
requiring records; providing for |ocal referendum by
el ectorate; and prescribing penalties,” further providing for
prize limts and for sales |limted; providing for the
regul ati on of bingo; making editorial changes; and naking a
rel ated repeal

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The title of the act of Decenber 19, 1988
(P.L.1262, No.156), known as the Local Option Small Ganes of
Chance Act, anmended Decenber 19, 1990 (P.L.812, No.195), is
amended to read:

AN ACT
Providing for the licensing of eligible organizations to conduct

ganmes of chance, for the |licensing of persons to distribute
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ganmes of chance, for the registration of manufacturers of
ganmes of chance, and for suspensions and revocations of
licenses and permts; requiring records; providing for |ocal

referendum by el ectorate; regulating the | awful conduct of

bi ngo; and prescribing penalties.
Section 2. The act is amended by adding a chapter heading to
read:
CHAPTER 1

PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS

Section 3. Section 1 of the act is anended to read:
Section [1] 101. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Local Option
Smal | Ganes of Chance and Bi ngo Act.
Section 4. The act is anmended by adding a chapter heading to
read:
CHAPTER 3

LOCAL OPTION SVALL GAMES OF CHANCE

Section 5. Section 2 of the act is anended to read:
Section [2] 301. Legislative intent.

The General Assenbly hereby declares that the playing of
smal | ganes of chance for the purpose of raising funds, by
certain nonprofit associations, for the pronotion of charitable
or civic purposes, is in the public interest.

It is hereby declared to be the policy of the General
Assenbly that all phases of |icensing, operation and regul ation
of small games of chance be strictly controlled, and that al
| aws and regul ations with respect thereto as well as al
ganbling | aws should be strictly construed and rigidly enforced.

The General Assenbly recognizes the possibility of

associ ati on between commerci al ganbling and organi zed crinme, and
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wi shes to di scourage commercialization of small ganes of chance,
prevent participation by organized crine and prevent the
di version of funds fromthe purposes herein authorized.

Section 6. Section 3 of the act, amended Decenber 19, 1990
(P.L.812, No.195) and Cctober 18, 2000 (P.L.602, No.79), is
amended to read:

Section [3] 302. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this [act]
chapter shall have the nmeanings given to themin this section
unl ess the context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Bona fide nmenber."” Any individual who holds a nmenbership in
the eligible organization as defined by that organi zation's
constitution, charter, articles of incorporation or byl aws.

"Charitable organization.” A not-for-profit group or body of
persons which is created and exists for the purpose of
perform ng a humane service; pronoting the good and wel fare of
t he aged, poor, infirmor distressed; conbating juvenile
del i nquency; or advancing the spiritual, nental, social and
physi cal inprovenent of young nmen and wonen.

"Civic and service associations.” Any Statew de or branch,
| odge or chapter of a nonprofit national or State organization
which is authorized by its witten constitution, charter,
articles of incorporation or bylaws to engage in a civic or
service purpose within this Commonweal th, which shall have
existed in this Conmonweal th for one year. The term al so neans a
simlar |local nonprofit organization, not affiliated with a
national or State organization, which is recogni zed by a
resol uti on adopted by the governing body of the municipality in
whi ch the organi zation conducts its principal activities. The

termshall include, but not be limted to, bona fide sportsnen's
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and wildlife associations, federations or clubs, Statew de or

| ocal in nature, volunteer fire conpanies, volunteer rescue
squads and vol unt eer anbul ance associ ati ons and bona fide seni or
citizens organi zations. In the case of bona fide senior citizens
organi zations, the licensing authority may accept alternative
docunent ati on for proof of purposes when there are no byl aws or
articles of incorporation in existence. The termshall also

i ncl ude nonprofit organi zations which are established to pronote
and encourage participation and support for extracurricul ar
activities wwthin the established primary and secondary public,
private and parochial school systens. Such organizations must be
recogni zed by a resolution adopted by the appropriate governing
body. In the case of organizations associated with the public
school system the governing body shall be the school board of
the school district. In the case of private or parochial school
organi zations, that body shall be either the board of trustees
or the Archdi ocese.

"Club.” A club, as defined in section 102 of the act of
April 12, 1951 (P.L.90, No.21), known as the Liquor Code, that
gual i fies as an exenpt organi zation under section 501(c) or 527
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (68A Stat. 3, 26 U.S.C. 8§
501(c) or 527) and is licensed to sell liquor at retail and has
a charitable, religious or civic purpose or is organized to
benefit a political party.

"Daily drawing.”" A ganme in which a bona fide nenber selects
or is assigned a nunber for a chance at a prize with the w nner
determ ned by a randomdrawing to take place on the eligible
organi zation's prem ses during the sanme operating day. The term
i ncl udes ganes commonly known as "menber sign-in lotteries" and

"hal f-and-half lotteries.” Nothing in this [act] chapter shal
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be construed to prohibit the carrying over of a jackpot where
t he wi nni ng nunber has not been entered in the ganme on a
particul ar operating day. Daily drawi ng wi nners may be
determined with the aid of a passive selection device or
reference to drawi ngs conducted by the departnment pursuant to
the act of August 26, 1971 (P.L.351, No.91), known as the State
Lottery Law. Daily drawi ng chances nay not be sold for an anobunt
in excess of $1, and no nore than one chance may be sold to an
i ndi vi dual during the same operating day.
"Departnent.” The Departnent of Revenue of the Comonweal t h.
"Di spensing machine."” A device designed exclusively for the
di spensi ng of the games of chance authorized by this [act]
chapter, including, but not limted to, ticket jars, fish bows

and stanp machines. Nothing in this [act] chapter shall be
construed to authorize devices commonly known as "sl ot machi nes”
or "video poker."

"Eligible organi zations."” Includes qualifying nonprofit
charitable, religious, fraternal and veterans organi zations,
clubs and civic and service associations [as defined by this
act]. In order to qualify as an eligible organization for
pur poses of this [act] chapter, an organi zation shall have been
in existence and fulfilling its purposes for one year prior to
the date of application for a |icense.

"Fraternal organizations.” A nonprofit organization within
this Cormmonweal th which is created and carried on for the nutua
benefit of its nmenbers, has a limted nenbership and a a
representative formof governnent and is a branch, | odge or
chapter of a national or State organi zation. Such organi zations

shall have been in existence in this Comonwealth and fulfilling

t heir purposes for one year prior to the date of application for
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a license.

"Ganes of chance." Punchboards, daily draw ngs, weekly
drawi ngs, raffles and pull-tabs, as defined in this [act]
chapter, provided that no such gane shall be played by or with
t he assi stance of any mechanical or electrical devices or nedia,
ot her than a di spensi ng machi ne or passive sel ection device, and
further provided that the particular chance taken by any person
in any such gane shall not be made contingent upon any ot her
occurrence or the wi nning of any other contest, but shall be
determ ned solely at the discretion of the purchaser. This
definition shall not be construed to authorize any other form of
ganbling currently prohibited under any provision of Title 18 of
t he Pennsyl vani a Consolidated Statutes (relating to crinmes and
of fenses). Nothing in this [act] chapter shall be construed to
aut hori ze ganes commonly known as "slot nmachi nes" or "video
poker. "

"Law enforcenent official." A municipal police officer, a
menber of the Pennsylvania State Police, the sheriff of a county
or a deputy sheriff.

"License." A license to conduct games of chance.

"Licensing authority.” The county treasurer, or in any hone
rule county or city of the first class, where there is no
el ected treasurer, the designee of the governing authority.

"Municipality.” A city, borough, incorporated town or
township or a home rule municipality formerly classified as a
city, borough, incorporated town or township.

"Passive selection device." A device which is used to hold
or denote the universe of possible w nning nunbers or entrants

in adaily drawing or raffle. Such a device nay not have the

capability of being utilized to conduct or aid in the conducting
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of unauthorized or illegal forns of ganbling.
"Public interest purposes.” One or nore of the follow ng:
(1) Benefiting persons by enhancing their opportunity
for religious or education advancenent, by relieving or
protecting themfrom di sease, suffering or distress, by
contributing to their physical, enotional or social well-
bei ng, by assisting themin establishing thenselves in life
as worthy and useful citizens or by increasing their
conpr ehensi on of and devotion to the principles upon which
this nation was founded.
(2) Initiating, performng or fostering worthy public
wor ks or enabling or furthering the erection or naintenance
of public structures.
(3) Lessening the burdens borne by governnent or
vol untarily supporting, augmenting or supplenenting services
whi ch government would normally render to the people.
(4) Inproving, expanding, nmaintaining or repairing real
property owned or | eased by an eligible organization and used
for purposes specified in paragraphs (1), (2) and (3). The
term does not include the erection or acquisition of any real
property, unless the property will be used exclusively for
one or nore of the purposes specified in this definition.
"Pull-tab."” A single folded or banded ticket or a strip
ticket or card with a face covered to conceal one or nore
nunbers or synbols, where one or nore of each set of tickets or
cards has been designated in advance as a W nner.

"Punchboard.” A board, placard or other device marked off in
a grid or columms, in which each section contains a hidden
nunber or nunbers, or other synbol, which determ nes the w nning

chances.
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"Raffle.” A ganme in which a participant buys a ticket for a
chance at a prize with the winner determ ned by a random draw ng
of corresponding ticket stubs to take place at a | ocation and
date or dates printed upon each ticket. Such ganes shall i nclude
|otteries but not daily drawi ngs. Raffle w nners may be
determ ned by reference to drawi ngs conducted by the departnment
pursuant to the act of August 26, 1971 (P.L.351, No.91), known
as the State Lottery Law.

"Rel i gi ous organi zation.”" A not-for-profit group or body of
persons which is created and which exists for the predom nant
pur pose of regularly holding or conducting religious activities
or religious education, w thout pecuniary benefit to any
of ficer, menber or sharehol der except as reasonabl e conpensation
for actual services rendered to the organi zati on.

"Vet erans organi zation.” Any congressionally chartered
organi zation within this Conmonweal th, or any branch or | odge or
chapter of a nonprofit national or State organization within
this Commonweal t h, the nenbership of which consists of
i ndi vi dual s who were nenbers of the armed services or arned
forces of the United States. The termshall al so include hone
associ ations. Such organi zations shall have been in existence in
this Coomonwealth fulfilling their purposes for one year prior
to the date of application for a license.

"Weekly drawing.” A gane in which a bona fide nenber selects
or receives a nunber or nunbers for a chance at a prize with the
wi nner determ ned by a randomdrawi ng to take place on the
eligible organi zation's prenm ses at the end of a seven-day
period. Nothing in this [act] chapter shall be construed to
prohi bit the carrying over of a jackpot where the w nning nunber

has not been entered in the ganme in a particular week. Wekly
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drawi ng wi nners nay be determned with the aid of a passive

sel ection device or reference to drawi ngs conducted by the
Depart ment of Revenue pursuant to the act of August 26, 1971
(P.L.351, No.91), known as the State Lottery Law. Wekly draw ng
chances may not be sold for an anpbunt in excess of $1.

Section 7. Section 4 of the act, amended Decenber 19, 1990
(P.L.812, No.195), is anended to read:

Section [4] 303. Ganmes of chance permtted.

Every eligible organization to which a Iicense has been
i ssued under the provisions of this [act] chapter may conduct
ganes of chance for the purpose of raising funds for public
i nterest purposes. Al proceeds of games of chance shall be used
exclusively for public interest purposes or for the purchase of
ganmes of chance as permtted by this [act] chapter.

Section 8. Section 5 of the act, amended Decenber 19, 1990
(P.L.812, No.195) and Cctober 18, 2000 (P.L.602, No.79), is
amended to read:

[Section 5. Prize limts.

(a) Individual prize limt.--The maxi mum cash val ue which
may be awarded for any single chance shall be $500.

(b) Weekly limt.--No nore than $5,000 in cash or
mer chandi se shall be awarded by any eligible organization in any
seven-day peri od.

(c) Limt on raffles.--No nore than $5,000 in cash or
mer chandi se shall be awarded in raffles in any cal endar nonth.

(d) Exception.--An eligible organization nmay conduct a
raffle and award a prize or prizes valued in excess of $500 each
only under the follow ng conditions:

(1) The licensing authority has issued a special permt

for the raffle under section 11.
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(2) Eligible organizations shall be eligible to receive
no nore than two special permts in any |icensed year except
that volunteer fire, anmbul ance and rescue organi zations shal
be eligible to receive no nore than three special permts in
any |licensed year.

(3) Only one raffle may be conducted under each speci al
permt.

(4) The total cash value of all prizes shall be no nore
t han $100, 000 per cal endar year.

(e) Limt on daily drawings.--Daily drawi ngs shall be
governed by the prize limtations contained in subsections (a)
and (b). An eligible organization shall not conduct daily
drawi ngs during a period when a weekly drawing is taking pl ace.

(f) Exception.--The prize limtation contained in
subsections (a) and (b) may be exceeded by a daily draw ng under
the follow ng circunstances: a daily drawing may award a prize
where the cash value is in excess of $500 if such prize is the
result of a carryover of a drawi ng or draw ngs which resulted
fromthe w nning nunber in such drawi ng or draw ngs not being
anong the eligible entrants in such draw ngs. Nothing contai ned
herein shall authorize the prize I[imtations as contained in
subsections (a) and (b) to be exceeded as a result of a failure
to conduct a drawi ng on an operating day during which chances
were sold for a daily drawing or for a daily drawing for which
chances were sold in excess of $1 or for which nore than one
chance was sold to an eligible participant.

(g) Daily drawi ng and weekly draw ng exception.--Wen a
daily drawing or weekly drawing is set up or conducted in such a
manner as to pay out or award 100% of the gross revenues

generated fromsuch drawing, the limtations contained in

20070H1857B2526 - 10 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

subsection (b) shall not apply.

(h) Limt on weekly draw ngs.--Wekly draw ngs shall be
governed by the prize limtations contained in subsection (b).
The prize |limtation contained in subsection (b) nmay be exceeded
by a weekly draw ng under the follow ng circunstances: a weekly
drawing may award a prize where the cash value is in excess of
$5,000 if such prize is the result of a carryover of a draw ng
or drawi ngs which resulted fromthe w nning nunber or nunbers in
such drawi ng or drawi ngs not being anong the eligible entrants
in such drawi ngs. Nothing contained in this act shall authorize
the prize limtations as contained in subsection (b) to be
exceeded as a result of a failure to conduct a drawing for a
week during which chances were sold for a weekly drawing or for
a weekly drawi ng for which chances were sold in excess of $1. An
el i gi bl e organi zation shall not conduct weekly draw ngs during a
period when a daily drawing is taking place.]

Section 304. (Reserved).

Section 9. Sections 6 and 7 of the act, anended Decenber 19,
1990 (P.L.812, No.195), are anended to read:

[Section 6. Sales limted.

No person shall sell, offer for sale or furnish games of
chance for use within this Conmonweal th except to an eligible
organi zation or distributor |icensed under this act. No gane of
chance, other than a raffle, sold, offered for sale or furnished
for use within this Commonweal th shall contain, permt, depict
or designate a prize having a cash value in excess of $500.]

Secti on 305. (Reserved).

Section [7] 306. Distributor |icenses.
(a) License required.--No person shall sell, offer for sale

or furnish games of chance to eligible organizations |licensed

20070H1857B2526 - 11 -
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under this [act] chapter unless such person shall have obtai ned
a distributor license as provided in this section.

(b) Application.--An applicant for the grant or renewal of a
di stributor |icense issued pursuant to this section shal
provide to the departnment, upon the form prescribed, all of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) The applicant's State sal es tax nunber.
(2) The applicant's State corporate tax nunber.
(3) The applicant's State enpl oyer w thhol ding tax
nunber.
(4) The applicant's unenpl oynent conpensati on account
nunber.
(5) A statenent that:
(i) all State tax reports have been filed and al
State taxes paid;
(i1i) all State taxes are subject to a tinely
adm ni strative or judicial appeal; or
(i) all State taxes are subject to a duly approved
deferred paynent pl an.
(6) The nanes and busi ness addresses of all owners,
officers, directors, partners and sal es personnel.

(c) Waiver of confidentiality.--An applicant for the grant
or renewal of any license issued pursuant to this section shall,
by the filing of an application insofar as it relates to the
departnent, waive any confidentiality with respect to State tax
information in the possession of the departnent, the Ofice of
Attorney Ceneral or the Departnment of Labor and | ndustry
regardi ng that applicant, regardless of the source of that
i nformation, and shall consent to the providing of that

information to the departnent by the Ofice of Attorney Ceneral
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or the Departnent of Labor and I ndustry.

(d) Review of tax status.--Upon receipt of any application
for the grant or renewal of any |icense issued pursuant to this
section, the departnent shall review the State tax status of the
applicant. The departnent shall request State tax information
regardi ng the applicant fromthe Ofice of Attorney Ceneral or
t he Departnent of Labor and Industry and that information shal
be provi ded.

(e) Limtation on approval.--The departnent shall not
approve any application for the grant or renewal of any |icense
i ssued pursuant to this section where the applicant has failed
to:

(1) provide any of the information required by

subsection (b);

(2) file required State tax reports; or
(3) pay any State taxes not subject to a tinely

adm ni strative or judicial appeal or subject to a duly

aut hori zed deferred paynent pl an.

(f) Records.--The licensee shall keep such records, reports
and books as the departnent shall prescribe. Applicants shall be
required to make such records, reports and books avail abl e as
required by the departnent pursuant to regulation.

(g) Ineligibility.--The departnent shall not issue or renew
a distributor license for the sale of games of chance to a
person, including any corporation, firmor partnership which has
as an officer, director or other person in a supervisory or
managenent position, or enployee eligible to make sal es on
behal f of the distributor, who:

(1) has been convicted of a felony in a state or Federal

court within the past five years; or
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(2) has been convicted within ten years of the date of
application in a state or Federal court of a violation of the
former act of July 10, 1981 (P.L.214, No.67), known as the
Bi ngo Law, or of this act or of a ganbling-rel ated offense
under Title 18 of the Pennsylvania Consol i dated Statutes
(relating to crines and of fenses) or other conparable State
or Federal |aw.

(h) License and renewal fees.--The fee for a distributor
i cense shall be $1,000. Licenses shall be renewable on an
annual basis.

(1) Exception.--This section shall not apply to the
manufacture or distribution of raffle tickets.

Section 10. Section 8 of the act is amended to read:
Section [8] 307. Registration of manufacturers.

(a) Registration required.--No manufacturer of games of
chance shall sell any ganmes of chance to any person unl ess the
manuf acturer has registered with the departnment and has been
issued a certificate of registration.

(b) Annual certificate; fee.--A certificate under this
section shall be valid for one year. The annual fee for
regi stration shall be $2,000.

(c) Prohibited sales.--A manufacturer shall not sell ganes
of chance to any person not licensed as a distributor unless the
manufacturer is also a |licensed distributor.

(d) Exception.--This section shall not apply to the
manufacture or distribution of raffle tickets.

Section 11. Section 9 of the act, anmended Decenber 19, 1990
(P.L.812, No.195), is anended to read:

Section [9] 308. Regul ations of departnent.

(a) Authorization.--The departnent shall promul gate
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regul ati ons to:

(1) Irnpose mninmum standards and restrictions applicable
to games of chance manufactured for sale in this
Commonweal t h, which may include standards and restrictions
whi ch specify the maxi mum nunber of chances avail able to be
sold for any single ganme or prize and such other standards
and restrictions as the departnent deens necessary for the
pur poses of this [act] chapter. The departnent shall consider
st andards adopted by the National Association of Ganbling
Regul at ory Agenci es and ot her standards comonly accepted in
t he industry.

(2) Establish procedures by which manufacturers may
regi ster and distributors of ganes of chance may apply for
I'icensure on forns which the departnment shall provide.

(3) Provide for the suspension or revocation of
distribution |icenses or manufacturer certificates for
violations of this [act] chapter or regulations of the
depart nment.

(4) Carry out other provisions of this [act] chapter.

(b) Limtation on recordkeeping requirenents.--This section
shall not be construed to authorize the departnment to promnul gate
regul ati ons providing for recordkeepi ng requirenents for
el i gi bl e organi zati ons whi ch require unreasonabl e or unnecessary
information or a repetitious listing of information. The
departnment shall strive to keep such recordkeepi ng requirenents
from bei ng an undue hardship or burden on eligible
organi zati ons. Under no circunstances shall the departnent
require the retention of records for a period in excess of two

years.

Section 12. Section 10 of the act, anended Decenmber 19, 1990
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(P.L.812, No.195) and Cctober 18, 2000 (P.L.602, No.79), is
amended to read:
Section [10] 309. Licensing of eligible organizations to
conduct ganes of chance.

(a) VLicense required.--No eligible organization shal
conduct or operate any ganes of chance unless such eligible
organi zati on has obtained and maintains a valid |license issued
pursuant to this section. Auxiliary groups within eligible
organi zations shall be eligible to conduct small ganes of chance
using the license issued to the eligible organization provided
that the auxiliary group or groups are listed on the application
and license of the eligible organization. No additional
licensing fee shall be charged for an auxiliary group's
eligibility under this [act] chapter. Auxiliary groups shall not
i ncl ude branches, |odges or chapters of a Statew de
or gani zat i on.

(b) Issuance and fees.--The |icensing authority shal
i cense, upon application, within 30 days any eligible
organi zation neeting the requirenents for licensure contained in
this [act] chapter to conduct and operate ganmes of chance at
such locations within the county or in such manner as stated on
the application as limted by subsection (b.1). The license fee
to be charged to each eligible organization shall be $100,
except for limted occasion |icenses which shall be $10.
Li censes shall be renewabl e annually upon the anniversary of the
date of issue.

(b.1) Location of small ganes of chance.--Were there exists
a location or prem ses which is the normal business or operating

site of the eligible organization and is owed or |eased by that

eligible organi zation to conduct its normal business, that site
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shall be the licensed prem ses for small ganes of chance
conducted by the eligible organization. If that |ocation
consi sts of nore than one building and the eligible organization
wi shes to conduct its ganes in a different building at that
| ocation fromthe one that is listed on its application and
license, the eligible organization nmust notify, in witing, the
district attorney and the licensing authority of the change in
building site and the dates and tines that will be affected.
When an eligi bl e organi zati on does not own or | ease a specific
| ocation to conduct its normal business, that eligible
organi zati on may use another eligible organization's prem ses to
conduct its ganes or may nake such ot her arrangenents that are
consistent with this [act] chapter, including, but not Iimted
to, leasing a prem se under a witten agreenent for a rental
which is not determ ned by either the anobunt of receipts
realized fromthe playing of ganes of chance nor the nunber of
peopl e attendi ng except that an eligible organization may | ease
a facility for a banquet where a per head charge is applied in
connection with the serving of a neal. When such eligible
organi zati on changes the site of its games fromthat which is
listed on its application and |license, the eligible organization
must notify, in witing, the district attorney and |icensing
authority of the change in their ganmes' site and dates and tines
that will be affected.

(b.2) Of-prem ses ganes of chance.--Notw thstandi ng any
ot her provisions of this section, an eligible organization may
conduct small ganes of chance at a location off its prem ses
when such games are part of an annual carnival, fair, picnic or
banquet held or participated in by that eligible organization on

a historical basis. The eligible organization nmust notify, in
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witing, the district attorney and |icensing authority of the
| ocation, date and tines of such events where it will be
conducting small ganmes of chance.
(b.3) Limted occasion licenses.--Eligible organizations
whi ch do not own their own prenmi ses or which do not |ease a
specific location to conduct their normal business may apply for
a limted occasion license to conduct small games of chance on
not nmore than three occasions covering a total of seven days
during a licensed year. A limted occasion |license entitles
el i gi bl e organi zati ons hol ding such a |icense to conduct no nore
than two raffles during a |licensed year where prizes my not
exceed the established limts for regular nmonthly raffles.
Hol ders of limted occasion |icenses nay not apply or be granted
any other license or special permt under this [act] chapter. No
hol der of a regular |icense or special permt under this [act]
chapter shall apply or be granted a limted occasion |icense.
(b.4) Ganbling facility prohibited.--It shall be unlawf ul
for a person, corporation, association, partnership or other
business entity to offer for rent or offer for use a building or
facility to be used exclusively for the conducting of small
ganmes of chance. It shall also be unlawful for any eligible
organi zation to | ease under any terns a facility or building
whi ch used exclusively for the conducting of small ganes of
chance.

(c) Display.--Licenses issued pursuant to this section shal
be publicly displayed at the site of the small ganes of chance.
(d) Operation.--Each |icensed eligible organization shal

conply with the following restrictions and rul es governing the

operation of ganmes of chance:

(1) No person under 18 years of age shall be permtted
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to operate or play ganes of chance.

(2) No eligible organization shall permt any person who
has been convicted of a felony in a Federal or State court
within the past five years or has been convicted in a Federal
or State court within the past ten years of a violation of
the fornmer act of July 10, 1981 (P.L.214, No.67), known as
the Bingo Law, or of this act to manage, set up, supervise or
participate in the operation of games of chance.

[(3) No eligible organization shall pay any conpensation
to any person for conducting any ganmes of chance. Ganes of
chance may only be conducted by nmanagers, officers,
directors, bar personnel and bona fide nenbers of the
el i gi bl e organi zation. ]

(4) Ganes shall be conducted only on the |icensed
prem ses or as otherw se provided by this [act] chapter.

(5) The eligible organization shall not |ease such
prem ses under either an oral or a witten agreenent for a
rental which is determ ned by either the anobunt of receipts
realized fromthe playing of ganes of chance or the nunber of
peopl e attendi ng, except that an eligible organi zati on nmay
| ease a facility for a banquet where a per head charge is
applied in connection with the serving of a nmeal. An eligible
organi zati on shall not |ease such prem ses from any person
who has been convicted of a violation of this [act] chapter
within the past ten years.

(6) Ganes, other than raffles, daily draw ngs and weekly
drawi ngs, shall be purchased only from manufacturers and
di stributors approved by the departnent.

(7) No licensed eligible organization shall permt its

prem ses to be used for small ganmes of chance by anot her
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1 licensed eligible organization at the sane tine that it is

2 conducting small ganmes of chance on the prem ses. Wen a

3 licensed eligible organization is permtting another |icensed
4 eligible organization to use its prem ses for purposes of

5 smal | ganes of chance, it nust cease the operation of its own
6 smal | ganes of chance during the period that the other

7 licensed eligible organization is conducting its ganes on the
8 prem ses.

9 (8) Raffle tickets nay be sold off the |icensed prem se
10 in any nunicipality in this Cormonweal th whi ch has adopted

11 the provisions of this [act] chapter by an affirmative vote
12 in a nmunicipal referendum A |icensed eligible organization
13 which plans to sell raffle tickets in a nmunicipality |ocated
14 in a county other than the county in which the eligible

15 organi zation is licensed nust notify that county's district
16 attorney and licensing authority as to the location and the
17 dates that the eligible organization plans to sell raffle

18 tickets.

19 (e) Application for license.--Each eligible organization
20 shall apply to the licensing authority for a |icense on a form
21 to be prescribed by the Secretary of Revenue. The form shal
22 contain an affidavit to be affirnmed by the executive officer or
23 secretary of the eligible organization stating that:
24 (1) No person under 18 years of age will be permtted by
25 the eligible organization to operate or play games of chance.
26 (2) The facility in which the ganmes of chance are to be
27 pl ayed has adequate neans of ingress and egress and adequate
28 sanitary facilities available in the area.
29 (3) The eligible organization is not |easing such
30 prem ses fromthe owner thereof under an oral agreenent, nor
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is it leasing such prem ses fromthe owner thereof under a
witten agreenent at a rental which is determ ned by the
anount of receipts realized fromthe playing of ganes of
chance or by the nunber of people attending, except that an
eligible organi zation may |l ease a facility for a banquet
where a per head charge is applied in connection with the
serving of a neal.

(f) VList of licensees.--The |licensing authority, on a
sem annual basis, shall send a copy of all |icensees to the
Depart ment of Revenue.

(g) VList of municipalities.--The licensing authority shal
include with any license or renewal issued to an eligible
organi zation, an up-to-date listing of those nunicipalities
within the licensing county which have approved the referendum
guestion on small games of chance.

Section 13. Sections 11 and 12 of the act, anmended Decenber
19, 1990 (P.L.812, No.195), are anended to read:

Section [11] 310. Special permts.

(a) Issuance and fee.--The licensing authority shall issue a
special permt for each raffle in which the |licensee proposes to
award individual prizes having a cash value in excess of $500.
The licensing authority may establish and collect a fee not to
exceed $25 for the issuance of special permts under this
secti on.

(b) Permt application.--Each special permt application
shall specify the | ocation where the actual drawing will be
hel d, the nunber of chances to be sold, the price per chance and
the cash value of the prize or prizes to be awarded.

Section [12] 311. Revocation of |icenses.

(a) Gounds.--The licensing authority shall revoke or refuse
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to renew the license of any eligible organization whenever the

2 district attorney finds upon conplaint and investigation that:

3
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(1) Any of the funds derived fromthe operation of ganes
of chance are used for any purpose other than for public
i nterest purposes or for the purchase of ganmes of chance as
permtted by this [act] chapter.

(2) Any person under 18 years of age is operating or
pl ayi ng ganmes of chance [as defined in this act].

(3) The eligible organization has permtted any person
who has been convicted of a felony in a Federal or State
court within the past five years or has been convicted in a
Federal or State court within the past ten years of a
violation of the fornmer act of July 10, 1981 (P.L. 214,

No. 67), known as the Bingo Law, or of this act, to nmanage,
set up, supervise or participate in the operation of ganmes of
chance.

(4) The facility in which the games of chance are played
does not have adequate neans of ingress and egress and does
not have adequate sanitary facilities available in the area.

[(5) Any person or persons other than a manager,
of ficer, director, bar personnel or a bona fide nmenber of an
el i gi bl e organi zati on have been invol ved in managi ng, setting
up, operating or running ganes of chance.

(6) Any person has received conpensation for conducting
ganes of chance.

(7) Any prize has been awarded in excess of the limts
permtted under this act.]

(8) The eligible organization has violated any condition

of a special permt issued pursuant to section [11] 310.

(9) The eligible organization conducts the ganmes of
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chance under a | ease which calls for:

(1) leasing such prem ses fromthe owner thereof
under an oral agreenment; or

(ii) leasing such prem ses fromthe owner thereof
under a witten agreenent at a rental which is determ ned
by the anmount of receipts realized fromthe playing of
ganmes of chance.

(10) False or erroneous information was provided in the
original application.

(11) An eligible organization has been convicted of a
violation of this [act] chapter as evidenced by a certified
record of the conviction.

(12) The eligible organization has permtted another
eligi ble organi zation to conduct small ganmes of chance on its
i censed prem ses without suspending its own operation of
smal | ganes of chance during the period that the other
licensed eligible organization is conducting its ganes on the
prem ses.

(b) Production of records.--The district attorney may
require licensees to produce their books, accounts and records
relating to the conduct of ganes of chance in order to determ ne
whet her a |icense should be revoked or renewal thereof denied.

Li censees shall also be required to produce their |icense,
books, accounts and records relating to the conduct of games of
chance to other |aw enforcenent officials upon proper request.

Section 14. Section 13 of the act is anended to read:
Section [13] 312. Enforcenent.

(a) District attorney.--The district attorney shal
investigate alleged violations of this [act] chapter. If the

district attorney finds probable cause to believe that a
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vi ol ation has occurred, he may file a conpl ai nt agai nst the

all eged violator in the court of common pleas of said county,
except in counties of the first class where the conplaint may be
filed in the municipal court. In addition, the district attorney
shall prosecute said conplaint in the manner provided by | aw.

(b) Oher |aw enforcenent officials.--Nothing in this [act]
chapter shall be interpreted to restrict the power of State,
county or local |aw enforcenent officials to conduct
i nvestigations and enforce the provisions of this [act] chapter.

Section 15. Section 14 of the act, anmended or added July 11,
1990 (P.L.449, No.108) and Decenber 19, 1990 (P.L.812, No.195),

i s anended to read:
Section [14] 313. Local option.

(a) Election to be held.--In any nmunicipality, an election
may be held on the date of the primary el ection inmediately
precedi ng any nuni ci pal el ection, but not nore than once in four
years, to determine the will of the electors with respect to the
i ssuance of licenses within the limts of such nunicipality
under the provisions of this act. Where an el ection shall have
been held at the prinmary el ection preceding a nmunicipal election
in any year, another election may be hel d under the provisions
of this [act] chapter at the primary el ection occurring the
fourth year after such prior election. Wenever el ectors equal
to at | east 25% of the highest vote cast for any office in the
muni ci pality at the |ast preceding general election shall file a
petition with the county board of elections of the county, or
t he governing body of the nmunicipality adopts, by a majority
vote, a resolution to place such a question on the ballot and a

copy of the resolution is filed with the board of el ections of

the county, for a referendumon the question of issuing
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licenses, the county board of elections shall cause a question
to be placed on the ballot or on the voting machi ne board and
submtted at the primary el ection i medi ately preceding the
muni ci pal el ection. The question shall be in the foll ow ng form

Do you favor the issuance of |icenses

to conduct snmall ganes of chance in the

of ?
(b) Vote.--If a majority of the electors voting on the

guestion vote "yes," then licenses shall be issued by the

licensing authority in such municipality, but if a mgjority of

the el ectors voting on any such question vote "no," then the
licensing authority shall have no power to issue or to renew,
upon their expiration, any licenses in such nunicipality, unless
and until, at a later election, a nmgjority of the voting

el ectors vote "yes" on such question.

(c) Voting proceedings.--Proceedi ngs under this section
shall be in accordance with the provisions of the act of June 3,
1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsyl vani a El ection
Code.

(d) Applicability.--This act applies only to those eligible
organi zations located in nunicipalities which have adopted the
provi sions of this act by an affirmative vote in a nunici pal
referendumin accordance with the provisions of this section.

(e) Wthdrawal of approval.--The referendum procedure
contained in this section shall also be available to w thdraw
t he approval of the issuance of such licenses within such
muni ci pality which was granted through a prior referendum

[(f) Special exception.--Notw thstanding any other provision
of this act to the contrary, in any nunicipality except a city

of the first class where an election was held pursuant to this
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section on May 16, 1989, and a majority of the electors voted
"NO'" on the question, the nmunicipality shall be able to resubmt
the question, in accordance with the procedures set forth in
this section, at the general election imrediately follow ng the
effective date of this anmendatory act.]

Section 16. Section 15 of the act, anended Decenber 19, 1990
(P.L.812, No.195), is anended to read:

Section [15] 314. Adverti sing.

It shall be unlawful for any eligible organization or person
to advertise the prizes or their dollar value to be awarded in
ganmes of chance, provided that prizes nay be identified on
raffle tickets. Notw thstandi ng the prohibition of adverti sing
contained within this section, an eligible organization my
advertise prizes and val ues thereof in periodic publications
which are limted in their circulation to nenbers of the
el i gi bl e organi zati on.

Section 17. Section 16 of the act is anmended to read:
Section [16] 315. Certain persons prohibited.

No [distributor nor any] person who has been convicted of a
felony or of a violation of the fornmer act of July 10, 1981
(P.L.214, No.67), known as the Bingo Law, or of this act or of
any conparable State or Federal |aw shall have a pecuniary
interest in the operation or proceeds of ganmes of chance.

Section 18. Section 17 of the act, anended Decenber 19, 1990
(P.L.812, No.195), is anended to read:

Section [17] 316. Penalties.

(a) Eligible organizations.--Any eligible organization

violating the provisions of this [act] chapter shall be guilty

of a sunmmary of fense and, upon conviction thereof, shall be

sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding $1,000 and shall for a
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first offense, forfeit the license to conduct ganes of chance
issued to the eligible organization for the remai nder of the
Iicensing period or six nmonths, whichever is longer, for a
second offense, forfeit the license issued to the eligible
organi zation for the remainder of the current |icensing period
and be ineligible to be licensed for the follow ng |icensing
period, for a third or subsequent offense, forfeit the |icense
issued to the eligible organization and be ineligible for a
i cense renewal for 30 nonths thereafter.

(b) Individuals.--Any person who conducts or assists in the
conducting of ganes of chance in violation of the provisions of
this [act] chapter is guilty of a summary offense for a first

violation. A second violation of this [act] chapter shall be
puni shabl e as a m sdeneanor of the third degree. A third or
subsequent violation shall be punishable as a m sdeneanor of the
first degree.

(c) Distributors and manufacturers.--Any person who
di stri butes ganes of chance without a |icense or in violation of
any provision of this [act] chapter or applicable regul ations,
and any manufacturer of games of chance who delivers games of
chance for sale or distribution in this Commonweal th who fails
to obtain a permt therefor is guilty of a m sdeneanor of the
first degree, provided that no license or permt shall be
required for the manufacture or distribution of raffle tickets.

(d) Rigging.--A person commts a m sdenmeanor of the first
degree if, with intent to prevent a gane of chance from being
conducted in accordance with the requirenents of this [act]

(1) <confers or offers or agrees to confer any benefit

upon or threatens any injury to a participant or other person
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associated with the gane;
(2) tanpers with any person or ganes; or
(3) solicits, accepts or agrees to accept any benefit.
(e) Contingent fees.--Any person who distributes,
manuf act ures or operates a small game of chance and who
requires, for equipnment furnished or to play a gane, paynent
equal to a percentage of the total w nnings of any gane conmmts
a m sdeneanor of the first degree.
Section 19. The act is anended by adding a chapter to read:

CHAPTER 5

Secti on 501. Scope.

This chapter relates to the requl ati on of bi ngo.

Secti on 502. Legi sl ati ve i ntent.

The CGeneral Assenbly hereby declares that the pl ayi ng of

bi ngo for the purpose of raising funds, by certain nonprofit

associ ations, for the pronotion of charitable or civic purposes,

is in the public interest.

It is hereby declared to be the policy of the General

Assenbly that all phases of |icensing, operation and requl ati on

of the gane of bingo be strictly controlled, and that all | aws

and reqgul ations with respect thereto as well as all ganbling

| aws should be strictly construed and riqgidly enforced.

The General Assenbly recogni zes the possibility of

associ ati on between conmerci al ganbli ng and organi zed cri ne, and

wi shes to di scourage comrerci ali zati on of the gane of bingo,

prevent participation by organi zed crine and prevent the

di versi on of funds fromthe purposes herein authori zed.

Secti on 503. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
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shal |l have, unless the context clearly indi cates otherw se, the

meani ngs given to themin this section:

"Association." A volunteer fire conpany or an anbul ance,

reliqgious, charitable, fraternal, veterans, civic, county fair

or agricultural association, or any separately chartered

auxiliary of any of the above associ ati ons, organi zed as a

nonprofit organi zati on whi ch shall have exi sted, and conducted

busi ness in furtherance of their witten constitution, charter,

articles of incorporation or byl aw express purpose, for two

vears prior to application for a |license: Provided, however,

That an associ ati on whose nmenbershi p consi sts excl usi vely of

elderly residents of a senior citizen housing project nay apply

for a license i mmedi ately upon its bei ng organi zed as such and

need not neet the two-year waiting requirenent. This term shal

not be interpreted to include political organi zati ons as

associ ations eliqgible for a bingo |license. An associ ati on shal

not be denied a bingo |icense because its nane denotes

affiliation with a political organization if in fact the

association is not a political organi zati on as evidenced by its

witten constitution, charter, articles of incorporation or

byl aw expr ess pur pose.

"Bingo." A gane in which each player has a card or an

el ectronic representation of a card or board whi ch contains

nunbers and synbols. Any preannounced conbi nati on of spaces when

conpl eted by a player constitutes bingo if the nunmbers or

synbol s are announced and covered. A wheel or other nechani cal

devi ce, including a random nunber or synbol generator, nay be

used by any person physically calling or electronically

di spl ayi ng the gane of bingo and any person may award a prize to

any player or players first conpleting any conbi nati on
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consti tuting bingo.

"Bi ngo supplies." Paper, pull tabs or daubers used in

conjunction with the gane of bi ngo.

"Bona fide nenber." Any individual who holds a ful

menbership in the associ ati on as defined by the associ ati on's

constitution, charter, articles of incorporation or byl aws and

has been a nenber of the association for at | east one year. The

termshall also include those individuals who are nenbers of an

auxiliary or recogni zed junior affiliate of the parent

associ ati on.

"Charitabl e purpose." Benevol ent or phil ant hropi c purpose.

"Civic purpose."” Conmunity purpose.

"Elderly residents of a senior citizen housing project."

Per sons aged 62 years or older who reside in an elderly housing

proj ect receiving rental assi stance pursuant to the Housi ng and

Communi ty Devel opnent Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-383, 88 Stat.

633) .

"El ectronic bingo device." An electronic or nechani cal

device that is used by a bingo player to mark representati ons of

bi ngo card faces stored in the device and shall not include any

device into which coin, currency or tokens are inserted directly

into the device to activate play. An el ectroni c bi ngo devi ce nay

be used to participate in any |awful form of bingo.

"Equi pnent." Tables, chairs, cards, m crophones, anplifiers,

nmoni tors, speakers and all other machinery and articles used to

conduct a ganme of bingo.

"Law enforcenent official." A municipal police officer, a

menber of the Pennsylvania State Police, the sheriff of a county

or a deputy sheriff.

"Lessor." A person that permts the conduct of bingo on a
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preni ses owned by or | eased to the person

"Licensing authority." The county treasurer or, in any hone

rule county or city of the first class where there is no el ected

treasurer, the desi gnee of the governi ng authority.

"Per bingo session." Authorized bi ngo ganes pl ayed until the

maxi num anount of prize npney, not including the progressive

i ackpot, has been gi ven out.

"Prize." The maxinmum all owed to be paid out by an

associ ati on during a bi ngo gane not includi ng any progressive

jackpot .

"Progressive jackpot." An anpbunt given along with the

reqular prize if awinis obtained in the predeterm ned nunber

of balls or less. If the win is not obtained in the

pr edet erni ned nunber of balls or | ess, the requl ar gane shal

conti nue.

Section 504. Associations permtted to conduct bi ngo.

Any associ ation, for a charitable or civic purpose, when

li censed pursuant to this chapter, may conduct the gane of bi ngo

as herein defined.

Secti on 505. Rul es for |icensing and operati on.

(a) |ssuance and fee.--The |icensing authority shal

|i cense, upon application, any associ ation as defined in section

503 to conduct the gane of bingo at one |ocation in the county,

whi ch, when in a county of the second class, shall only be in

the city, borough or township where the nmain busi ness office or

headquarters of the association is |ocated. The county treasurer

of a county of the second class shall indicate on each |icense

the city, borough or townshi p where the associ ati on nay conduct

bi ngo. The single municipal |location limtati on shall not apply

to a group of licensed associ ati ons conducti ng bi ngo at a
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central |location. The |license fee to be charged to each

nonprofit associ ati on shall be $100 per annum except to those

recogni zed senior citizens' groups who conduct bingo for their

nenbers only the fee shall be $50 per annum The |license fee to

be charged to each agricultural association or county fair shal

be $100 per annum Associ ati ons whi ch conduct bi ngo only one

peri od each year for not nbre than three consecuti ve days shal

be charged $15 for the i ssuance of their |license. The fees

coll ected pursuant to this section shall be paid by the

li censing authority into the general fund of the county and used

for county purposes. Al records retained by the |icensing

authority relating to the i ssuance of bingo |icenses and bi ngo

permits shall be public information.

(b) Display.--Licenses i ssued pursuant to this secti on shal

be publicly displayed at ganes conducted by |icensees.

(c) Operation.--Each |licensed associ ation shall comply with

the following restrictions and rul es governi ng the operation of

(1) No person under the age of 18 shall be permtted to

pl ay bi ngo unl ess acconpani ed by an adult. Children under 18

vears of age shall not be pernmitted to play bi ngo using an

el ectroni ¢ bi ngo devi ce.

(2) No association shall conduct bingo nore than four

tines in any one week, except an associ ation shall be

permitted to conduct the gane of bingo for a period not to

exceed four days at the associ ation's exposition, carnival or

fair site in addition to the requl arly schedul ed ganes.

(3) No nore than $10,000 in prizes shall be awarded in

any cal endar day. The val ue of a proqgressive jackpot shal

not be subject to the prize limtation under this paragraph.
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(4) (Reserved)

(5) The association shall own the equi pnent used in

pl ayi ng bingo or shall sign a witten agreenent | easing the

equi pnent from another |icensed associ ation for a fee which

is not determ ned by the anpbunt of receipts realized fromthe

pl ayi ng of bingo or the nunber of people attendi ng bi ngo

ganes. Joint ownership of bingo equi pnent shall be perntted

only if both owners of the equi pnent are |icensed

associ ations. This paragraph shall not apply to associ ati ons

contracting charitabl e organi zati ons or outside operators to

conduct bingo at expositions, carnivals or fairs. The

associ ati on can be charged a per use fee on an el ectronic

bi ngo devi ce used during the bi ngo occasi on. The per use fee

may not be determ ned by the anpunt of receipts realized from

the pl ayi ng of bingo or the nunber of people attendi ng bi ngo

(6) The association shall own both the pren ses upon

whi ch bingo is played and the personal property used in the

conduct of the gane, or if it does not, the associ ati on shal

sign a witten agreenent | easi ng such prem ses or personal

property fromthe ower thereof for a fee which i s not

deternined by either the anpbunt of receipts realized fromthe

pl ayi ng of bingo or the nunber of people attendi ng bi ngo

ganes. An associ ation shall not | ease such prem ses or

personal property from any person who has been convicted of a

felony or a violation of this chapter.

(7) Each association shall keep witten records of the

nmoneys and nerchandi se col |l ected and di stri buted for each day

t hey conduct bi ngo. These records shall indicate the total

proceeds coll ected, the total prize noney distributed, the
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total value of all nerchandi se awarded as a prize and the

anount of nobneys paid as rentals or wages and to whom such

rentals or wages were paid. Al prizes or progressive

i ackpot s awarded havi ng a val ue greater than $250 shall be

specifically described in the associ ation's records.

(8) Each association shall deposit with a financi al

institution all proceeds for each day's bingo gane in an

account in the association's nane. This deposit shall be nnde

before any of the proceeds nmay be used for any ot her purpose,

except for paynment of prize noney and conpensati on to nenbers

enpl oyed in the operation of the gane. The foll owi ng shal

apply:

(i) No supplier of equi pnent, bingo supplies or

el ectroni c bingo devices shall sell, offer to sell or

deliver any equi pnent, bingo supplies or el ectronic bingo

devices to any licensed organi zation in this Commonweal th

and no organi zati on shall buy or accept delivery of any

equi pnent, bingo supplies or el ectronic bingo devices,

except on terns of inmedi ate paynent or on terns

requi ri ng paynent no later than the 15th day foll ow ng

that on which actual delivery is nade. |If any paynent is

not nmade when due, the supplier shall imediately notify

the district attorney of the county in which the

organi zation is |located of the default, after which no

person shall sell any equi pnent, bingo supplies or

el ectroni c bingo devices to the organi zation in default

on any other terns than i nmedi ate paynent, until

ot herwi se authorized by the district attorney. Under

penalty of suspension of its |license, the organi zati on

which is in default shall pay its obligation in ful

20070H1857B2526 - 34 -



1 within 30 days fromthe date it becane due.

2 (ii) No supplier of equipnent, bingo supplies or

3 el ectroni c bingo devices shall accept paynent froma

4 | i censed organization for any equipnent, bingo supplies

5 or _electronic bingo devices unless that paynment is in the
6 formof a check bearing the organization's |icense nunber
7 and drawn on the organi zation's separate charitable

8 gani ng_account .

9 (iii) Any licensee who violates this section may

10 have its |icense suspended for not nore than 60 days for
11 a first or a subsequent offense. Each failure of an

12 organi zation to nake paynent for any default before the
13 expiration of the period suspension constitutes a

14 subsequent offense. Additionally, the organization nay be
15 required to nmake paynents for all equipnent, bingo

16 supplies or electronic bingo devices subsequently

17 pur chased.

18 (9) An association shall permt any person who is a bona
19 fide nmenber of the association or an enployee of a |lessor to
20 manage, set up, supervise or participate in the operation of
21 t he association's bingo ganes. No association shall permt
22 any person who has been convicted of a felony or a violation
23 of this chapter to nanage, set up, supervise or participate
24 in the operation of the association's bingo ganes. Nothing
25 contained in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit
26 i ndividuals under 18 years of age fromparticipating in the
27 operation of the gane and bei ng conpensated therefor if
28 witten perm ssion is obtained fromtheir parent or gquardian.
29 (10) Associations which obtain a license for the purpose
30 of conducting bingo at an exposition, carnival or fair for a
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1 peri od not exceeding ten days shall be permtted to contract
2 a charitable organization to manage, set up, supervise or

3 participate in the operation of the bingo gane provided only
4 ner chandi se prizes are awarded. Only bona fide nenbers of the
5 contracted charitabl e organi zation shall be pernmtted to

6 participate in the operation of the bingo gane. If no

7 charitabl e organi zations are available, the association nay

8 contract an outside operator to conduct the gane for

9 ner chandi se at the exposition, carnival or fair site.

10 (d) Application for license.--Each association shall apply
11 to the licensing authority for a license on a formto be

12 prescribed by the Secretary of the Commobnweal th. Said form shal
13 contain an affidavit to be affirnmed by the executive officer or
14 secretary of the association stating that:

15 (1) No person under 18 years of age will be permtted by
16 t he association to play bingo unless acconpanied by an adult.
17 Children under 18 years of age shall not be permtted to play
18 bi ngo using an el ectroni c bi ngo devi ce.

19 (2) The facility in which any gane of bingo is to be
20 pl ayed does have adequate neans of ingress and egress and
21 adequate sanitary facilities available in the area.
22 (3) The association is the sole or joint ower with a
23 | i censed association of the equi pnent used in playing bingo
24 or it |leases the equipnment from another |icensed association
25 under a witten agreenent for a fee which is not deterni ned
26 by the anount of receipts realized fromthe playing of bingo
27 or _the nunber of people attending bingo ganes. This paragraph
28 shall not apply to associations contracting with charitable
29 organi zations or outside operators to conduct bingo_at
30 expositions, carnivals or fairs.
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(4) The association is the owner of both the prem ses

upon whi ch bingo is played and the personal property used in

the conduct of the gane or, if it is not, that the

association is not |easing such preni ses or personal property

fromthe ower thereof under an oral agreenent, nor is it

| easi ng such prem ses or personal property fromthe owner

thereof under a witten agreenent at a rental which is

deternined by either the anpbunt of receipts realized fromthe

pl ayi ng of bingo or the nunber of people attendi ng bi ngo

ganes, nor is it |leasing such preni ses or personal property

froma person who has been convicted of a felony or a

violation of this chapter.

(5) The association will not conduct the pl ayi ng of

bi ngo nore than four tines per week in any one week, except

t hose associ ati ons conducti ng bi ngo at expositions, carnivals

or fairs.

(6) The association in any bingo session will not award

a total of nore than $10,000 in prizes.

(7)) The association is a nonprofit associ ati on as

defined in this chapter.

(e) Conpensation.--Any person conpensated shall be paid

i ndi vidually by check or by cash, in which case the payee shal

sign a witten receipt.

Secti on 505. 1. Pr ogr essi ve j ackpots.

(a) Pernmtted.--A licensed charitabl e organi zati on or

organi zations playing at the sane | ocati on nay deposit a

pr edet erni ned anount of nobney before each |licensed call bingo

session into a special account in order to offer a progressive

i ackpot prize.

(b)Y Participating organi zati ons.--A partici pating
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organi zati on may conduct a progressive jackpot gane whi ch shal

be in conjunction with the organi zati on's reqgul ar bi ngo ganes.

(c) Contents.--A progressive jackpot shall consist of al

contri buti ons made by participati ng organi zati ons.

(d) Method of winning.--A progressive jackpot is won al ong

with a requl ar jackpot prize when a player achieves a win in a

predet erni ned nunber of balls or less. If the win i s not

obtained in the predeterm ned nunber of balls or |ess, the

organi zation's requl ar gane shall conti nue.

(e) Checking account.--A separate checki ng account shall be

opened by the participati ng organi zati on for the progressive

j ackpot. The follow ng shall apply:

(1) The account shall be in the name of "Charitable

Ganmi ng Progressi ve Jackpot Account" which shall be inprinted

on all checks. Checks fromthis account shall require two

si gnat ur es.

(2) |If the organi zations are using a |l essor, the | essor

shal | designate a representati ve who shall make deposits of

all funds contributed to the progressive jackpot by 10: 00

a.m on the next banking day and who shall be responsi ble for

mai ntai ni ng the checki ng account in accordance with generally

accept ed accounti ng principl es.

(3) Designated representatives of the | essor and each

partici pati ng organi zati on shall be authori zed signatories on

the account and shall be in attendance at the | ocation at the

concl usi on of each respective organi zati on's progressive

i ackpot gane for the purpose of issuing a check bearing

signatures of the | essor representati ve and the organi zati on

representative fromthe special account to the winner. |If no

| essor is involved, the organi zati on shall have two of its
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representatives at the location to sign and i ssue a check.

(4) Al banking fees and costs shall be borne by the

| essor or the organi zation, if no |l essor is invol ved.

(f) Contribution.--Each participating organi zati on shal

submt a check to the designated | essor representative for the

predet erni ned anount prior to the comencenent of the

organi zation's schedul ed call bingo sessi on nade payable to the

chari tabl e gam ng progressi ve jackpot account. The contri bution

shal | be nonrefundabl e except in the event of preni ses cl osure.

Each predeterni ned contri bution shall constitute part of the

total anmpunt of prizes awarded during that call bingo sessi on.

If no lessor is involved, the organi zati on shall nmake a check

payable to its charitabl e gan ng progressi ve j ackpot account.

The contri buti on shall be nonrefundabl e except in the event of

preni ses cl osure. Each predeterm ned contri buti on shal

constitute part of the total amount of prizes awarded during

that call bingo session. The follow ng shall apply:

(1) The dollar amount of the progressive jackpot shal

be conti nuously and conspi cuously di spl ayed during all bingo

sessi ons conducted by participati ng organi zati ons at the

| ocation within view of all patrons purchasi ng progressive

i ackpot cards.

(2) Al checks witten to a charitabl e ganm ng

progressi ve jackpot account shall be reported as part of the

bi ngo reports when requested by the |local district attorney's

of fice.

(3) The organi zation involved in the progressive jackpot

may establish a maxi num cap. Participati ng organi zati ons nay,

prior to the progressive | ackpot being won, rai se but may not

| ower the maxi num j ackpot or cap. The follow ng shall apply:
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(i) In the event that the nmaxi num progressive

j ackpot or cap established is reached, the organi zati ons

may continue to make contri butions to the charitable

gan ng progressive j ackpot account in order to accunul ate

a second or subsequent jackpot. Once the nmaxi num j ackpot

or cap i s reached, the participating organi zati ons shal

not offer any subsequent progressive jackpot prize until

the tine that the first progressive jackpot prize is won.

(ii) The dollar amount of the nmaxi mum j ackpot or cap

as established by the organi zati ons shall be conti nuously

and conspi cuously di spl ayed with the current doll ar

anount of the progressive jackpot.

(g) Investigation of association.--The |licensing authority

may request an investigation to verify the statenents nade in

any application for a |license.

Secti on 506. Revocati on of |icenses.

(a) Gounds.--The licensing authority shall revoke or refuse

to renew the |license of any associ ati on whenever the district

attorney finds upon investigation that:

(1) Any of the funds derived fromthe operation of the

gane of bingo are used for any purpose whi ch does not support

the nonprofit purposes of the associ ati on.

(2) Any person under the age of 18 unacconpani ed by an

adult is playing bingo as herein defined.

(3) The facility in which any gane of bingo is pl ayed

does not have adequate neans of ingress and egress or does

not have adequate sanitary facilities available in the area.

(4) (Reserved).

(5) The associ ati on conducts bi ngo usi ng bi ngo equi pnent

which it does not own solely or jointly with another |icensed
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1 association or which it leases in violation of the statenent
2 contained in its license application provided by section

3 505(d) (3) .

4 (6) The association conducts bi ngo upon prem ses which

5 it does not own or with personal property it does not own and
6 is either:

7 (i) leasing such prenises or personal property used
8 in the conduct of the gane fromthe owner thereof under

9 an_oral agreenent;

10 (ii) leasing such prem ses or personal property from
11 t he owner thereof under a witten agreenent at a rental
12 which is determ ned by either the anpbunt of receipts

13 realized fromthe playing of bingo or the nunber of

14 peopl e attendi ng bi ngo ganes; or

15 (iii) leasing such prem ses or personal property

16 froma person who has been convicted of a felony or a

17 violation of this chapter.

18 (7) False or erroneous information was provided in the
19 original notarized application.
20 (8) An association has been convicted of a violation of
21 this chapter as evidenced by a certified record of the
22 convi cti on.
23 (b) Production of records.--The district attorney may
24 require the licensees to produce their books, accounts and
25 records relating to the conduct of bingo in order to deternine
26 whether a license should be revoked or renewal thereof denied.
27 Licensees shall also be required to produce their license,
28 books, accounts and records relating to the conduct of bingo to
29 other law enforcenent officials upon proper request.
30 (c) Possible revocation.--The licensing authority may revoke
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the |license of any association if he finds that the associ ati on

has knowi ngly enpl oyed any person in the operation of their

bi ngo gane who has been convicted of a violation of this

Section 506.1. Special permts to conduct bingo for

entertai nnent.

(a) |ssuance and fee.--Upon applicati on each year, the

licensing authority nmay i ssue to community recogni zed nonprofit

organi zations a special permt to conduct bingo for

entertai nnent purposes only. No fee shall be charged for the

i ssuance of a special pernit.

(b)Y Operation.--Organi zati ons i ssued special pernmts shal

not conduct bingo for the purpose of nmaking a profit. Al prizes

awar ded shall be of noninal value. No person who has been

convicted of a felony or a violation of this chapter shall be

permtted to nanage, set up, supervise or participate in the

operati on of the bi ngo gane.

(c) Application for permt.--Each organi zati on shall apply

to the licensing authority on a formto be prescri bed by the

Secretary of the Commpnweal th. Said formshall contain an

affidavit to be affirned by the executive officer or secretary

of the organi zati on stating that:

(1) The organization is a nonprofit conmunity recogni zed

organi zati on.

(2) No person under the age of 18 will be pernmtted by

t he organi zati on to play bi ngo unl ess acconpani ed by an

(3) The organi zation is conducting bi ngo for

entertai nnent purposes only and all prizes awarded will be of

nom nal val ue.
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Secti on 506. 2. Revocati on of special permts.

(a) Gounds.--The licensing authority shall revoke or refuse

to renew the special permt of any organi zati on whenever the

district attorney finds upon investigati on that:

(1) The organi zation is conducting bi ngo for purposes of

maki ng a profit.

(2) Any person under the age of 18 unacconpani ed by an

adult is playing bingo as herein defined.

(3) Conpensation prohibited by this chapter has been

paid to or recei ved by any person.

(4) False or erroneous informati on was provided in the

oriqginal notarized application.

(5) The organi zati on has been convicted of a violation

of this chapter as evidenced by a certified record of the

convi cti on.

(b)Y Possible revocation.--The |licensing authority may revoke

the special permt of any organization if it finds that the

organi zati on has know ngly enpl oyed any person in the operation

of their bingo gane who has been convicted of a violation of

this chapter

Section 506.3. Service of food or drink.

It shall be unlawful to serve food or drink, with or w thout

charge, at the |l ocation of an associ ati on's bi ngo gane unl ess

there has been conpliance with the health | aws and requl ati ons

of the Commpbnwealth and its political subdivisions.

Secti on 507. Penal ty.

(a) Summmary of fense.--Any association violating the

provi sions of this chapter shall be quilty of a summary offense,

and upon convi ction thereof shall be sentenced to pay a fine not

exceedi ng $1, 000 and shall forfeit any license i ssued to the
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association, and it shall be ineligible for a |license renewal

for 30 nonths thereafter.

(b) M sdeneanor.--Any person who conducts or assists in the

conducting of bingo in violation of the provisions of this

chapter, is quilty of a m sdeneanor of the first degree.

Section 508. Additional powers of the district attorney.

The district attorney shall investigate all eged vi ol ati ons of

this chapter. |If the district attorney finds probabl e cause to

believe that a violation has occurred, he nmay file a conpl ai nt

agai nst the alleged violator in the court of common pleas in the

court of said county, except in counties of the first class

where the conplaint may be filed in the nmunicipal court. In

addition, the district attorney shall prosecute said conpl ai nt

in the nanner provided by | aw.

Secti on 508. 1. Enf or cenent powers of | aw enforcenent officials

not restricted.

Nothing in this chapter shall be interpreted to restrict the

power of State, county or |local |aw enforcenent officials to

conduct investigati ons and enforce the provisions of this

Secti on 509. Repeal .

The provisions of Title 18 of the Pennsyl vani a Consol i dat ed

Statutes (relating to crines and offenses) are repealed to the

extent that they are inconsistent with this chapter.

Section 20. Repeals are as foll ows:

(1) The General Assenbly declares that the repeal under
paragraph (2) is necessary to effectuate the addition of
Chapter 5 of the act.

(2) The act of July 10, 1981 (P.L.214, No.67), known as

the Bingo Law, is repeal ed.
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Section 21. The addition of Chapter 5 of the act is a
continuation of the act of July 10, 1981 (P.L.214, No.67), known
as the Bingo Law. Except as otherw se provided in Chapter 5 of

the act, all activities initiated under the Bingo Law shal

1

2

3

4

5 continue and remain in full force and effect and may be

6 conpleted under Chapter 5 of the act. Orders, regulations, rules
7 and deci sions which were made under the Bingo Law and which are
8 in effect on the effective date of section 20 of this act shal
9 remain in full force and effect until revoked, vacated or
10 nodified under Chapter 5 of the act. Contracts, obligations and
11 collective bargaining agreenents entered into under the Bingo
12 Law are not affected nor inpaired by the repeal of the Bingo

13 Law.
14 Section 21. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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