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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1696 5

I NTRODUCED BY FOX, RI CHARDSON, SAURNMAN, DI ETTERI CK, VROQON,
JOHNSON, TRELLO, BATTI STO, HECKLER, YANDRI SEVI TS, HERVAN
E. Z. TAYLOR, CRUPPO, BUNT, VEON, LASH NGER, BILLOWN ADOLPH,
G GIOrTl, NAH LL, MORRI'S, SEMVEL, CIVERA, MELI O AND FLI CK
JUNE 14, 1989

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS,
JUNE 14, 1989
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 15, 1986 (P.L.1610, No.181),
entitled "An act providing for the establishment and
operation of a Statew de systemfor the prevention and
control of rabies; inposing additional powers and duties on
the Departnents of Agriculture and Health; providing for
energency declarations; fixing penalties for violations; and
maki ng an appropriation,” providing for additional powers and
duties of the Department of Agriculture, for the
establishment of a rabies hotline and for the purchase of
antirabi es vacci nes and supplies; and naking an
appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 6 and 9 of the act of Decenber 15, 1986
(P.L.1610, No.181), known as the Rabies Prevention and Contr ol
in Domestic Aninmals and Wldlife Act, are amended to read:
Section 6. Powers and duties of departnent.

The departnent shall have the followi ng powers and duti es:

(1) Monitor, in cooperation with the Departnent of

Heal t h and t he Pennsyl vania Ganme Conm ssion, the confirned
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i nci dences of rabies in both domestic and wild animals.

(2) Determ ne, based on the nunber of confirned cases,

t he nunber of projected incidences, the probability of human
contact and the rapidity of the spread of the rabies, where a
public risk may exist.

(3) Institute the relevant actions outlined in this act,
as well as others determ ned by the departnment until it is
determ ned that the threat of the rabies epidemc no | onger
exi sts.

(4) Institute an intensive public education canpai gn on
rabi es through newspapers, radio and tel evision

announcenents. Such public educati on canpai gn shall incl ude,

at a mininum infornmati on concerni ng the appropri ate acti ons

to be taken by a person when there has been contact wi th an

aninmal which is believed to be infected with the rabies

(5) Provide for and publicize the exi stence of a 24-hour

t el ephone hotline, the purpose of which shall be to answer

questions fromthe public concerni ng possi bl e rabi es exposure

by humans or pets. The departnent is authorized to enter into

agreenents with other State or | ocal agencies or

organi zations to operate such a hotline in accordance w th

this section.

(6) Where feasible and when appropriate, provide for the

pi ckup and di spositi on of suspected rabid aninmals in areas of

this Commonwealth with a hi gh i ncidence of confirned rabies

cases. The departnent is authorized to enter into aqgreenents

with other State and | ocal agencies or organi zations to

provide this service on behalf of the departnent, to limt

this service to i ncidents where there has been suspected

19890H1696B2063 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

human or ani nal exposure, and to limt this service to

aninmals shown to be nost likely to be infected with the

rabi es virus, such as skunks, raccoons and foxes.

Section 9. Antirabies clinics.

(a) Establishnent.--The departnent shall assist in the

est abl i shnment of |ow cost antirabies clinics. These clinics
shall be offered at |ocations and on dates as appropriate. The
departnment shall establish vaccination procedures for cats and
dogs to be used at the clinics. In assisting in the
establishment of antirabies clinics, the departnent shal
cooperate with |l ocal veterinarians and other | ocal

or gani zati ons.

(b) Purchase of vaccine.--Upon request, the departnent shal

pur chase ani nal rabi es vacci nes and syri nges and supply them at

no charge, to the sponsors of | owcost antirabies clinics for

admi ni stration of the vaccine by |licensed veterinarians. The

sponsors of clinics requesting that supplies be purchased by the

departnent shall be required tolinmt the fee charged for the

admi ni stration of the vaccine to an anpbunt to be deterni ned by

t he departnent, but no greater than $5, and to docunent to the

departnent the nunber of aninmals vacci nated during the | ow cost

antirabies clinic.

Section 2. The sum of $500,000, or as much thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of
Agriculture for inplenmentation of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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