PRINTER S N0 1987

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1630 %5

| NTRODUCED BY SATHER, SCHULER, PI STELLA, ZI MVERVAN, ARMSTRONG
SAMUELSON, WATSON, B. SM TH, GRUCELA, PALLONE AND YUDI CHAK
MAY 21, 2001

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AG NG AND OLDER ADULT SERVI CES,
MAY 21, 2001
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AN ACT
Providing for the training and certification of qualified
assessors of individuals needing |ong-termcare services and
for the powers and duties of the Departnent of Aging.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Long-Term
Care Assessor Training and Certification Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

" Conpr ehensi ve assessnent.” A thorough review and anal ysi s
of a consuner's functional status. The term i ncludes a personal
hi story, assessment of physical and enotional health, ability to

carry out activities of daily living, informl supports,

envi ronnmental factors and cognitive functioning, including
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i mmobility assessnent.

" Conpr ehensi ve service plan.” A plan devel oped to neet a
consuner's individual needs, as determ ned by a conprehensive
assessment and devel oped by an interdisciplinary teamthat
i ncl udes the consuner, the consuner's |egal representatives and

the consuner's famly nenber

"Consumner."” An individual needing |long-termcare services.
"Departnment.” The Departnent of Aging of the Commonweal th.
"Long-termcare services."” Functionally necessary or

nmedi cal | y necessary di agnostic, preventive, therapeutic,
rehabilitative, maintenance or personal care services provided
in a setting other than an acute care unit of a hospital.

"Options program"” The Long-Term Care Preadmn ssion
Assessnent Program and the Comrunity Services for Nursing
Facility Eligibility Program adm ni stered by the Departnent of
Agi ng and operated by the | ocal area agencies on aging.

"Qualified assessor.” A person approved by the Departnent of
Aging as qualified to conduct assessnents of consuners and
devel op service plans based thereon. The term i ncl udes an
enpl oyee of an area agency on aging, an enployee of a |icensed
entity providing long-termcare services or an independent
entity. The term does not include a hospital discharge planner
or other staff or enployee of an insured' s health or |ong-term
care insurance comnpany.

Section 3. Duties of departnent.

(a) Devel oprment of qualified assessor program --The
departnment shall develop a training and certification program
for qualified assessors. Only those qualified assessors trained
and certified by the departnent shall be permtted to conduct

assessnments that identify the services a consunmer requires and
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that serve as the basis for a conprehensive service plan. This
program shall be separate fromthe Options program However,
nothing in this act shall preclude a qualified assessor from
eligibility to performan Options program assessnent.

(b) List of qualified assessors.--The departnent shal
devel op and nake available to the public a listing of qualified
assessors. The listing shall be updated at |east nonthly and
shall be available on the departnent's Internet Wrld Wde Wb
site and through the | ocal area agencies on aging.

Section 4. Duties of qualified assessors.

(a) Certification required.--

(1) A qualified assessor shall certify that any
assessment the qualified assessor conducts is true and
correct to the best of that qualified assessor's know edge
and skill.

(2) The department shall revoke the certification of any
qual i fied assessor who falsely certifies a need for services.
(b) Standardi zed screening instrunment.--A qualified assessor

shall utilize a standardi zed screening instrunment. The

i nstrument shall be devel oped by the Departnment of Public

Wel fare, in cooperation with the departnent, the Departnent of
Heal th and the Intra-Governnmental Council on Long-Term Care,
within six nonths of the effective date of this act.

Section 5. Rules and regul ations.

The departnent shall work in cooperation with the Depart nent
of Public Welfare, the Departnent of Health and the Intra-
Governmental Council on Long-Term Care to devel op rul es and
regul ations to inplenent this act. Wthin six nonths of the
effective date of this act, the departnent shall promul gate

regul ations to inplenent this act.

20010H1630B1987 - 3 -



1 Section 6. Ef fecti ve date.

2 This act shall take effect in one year.
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