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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1610 %5

| NTRODUCED BY B. SM TH, BELARDI, STElI GANER, CLARK, STABACK
MASLAND, CARONE, KING STEELMAN, N CKOL, LaGROITA, SAYLOR,
SATHER, CAWLEY, STERN, STETLER, PLATTS, FLEAGLE, WAUGH, VANCE
AND PHI LLI PS, MAY 10, 1993

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, MAY 10, 1993
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AN ACT
Requiring the disclosure of certain information relating to
potenti al exposure to el ectronagnetic energy; inposing powers
and duties on the Departnent of Labor and Industry; and
providing a penalty.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Household
Appl i ance El ectronagnetic Field D sclosure Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Labor and Industry of the
Commonweal t h.

"El ectromagnetic field."” The energy occurring when an

el ectric current is passed through a wre.

"Househol d appliance.” Any electrically powered device used
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in aresidential setting, including, but not limted to, kitchen
appl i ances, power tools, televisions, radios, video devices,
conputers, electric blankets, hair dryers, razors and any ot her
el ectrically powered device.

"Product line." The aggregation of all types of simlar
appl i ances without regard to the manufacturer.

Section 3. Disclosure of electromagnetic field.

Every person who sells or offers for sale household
appl i ances covered under the provisions of this act and who
collects or is required to collect the sales and use tax inposed
under Article Il of the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.?2),
known as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, shall disclose to al
prospective purchasers the average anount of el ectromagnetic
energy emtted by each househol d appliance product Iine in a
notice which conplies with all of the requirenents of section 4.
Section 4. Disclosure notice.

(a) Content.--Every notice required under this act shal
contain at least all of the follow ng information:

(1) The generic name of the househol d appliance product
l'ine.

(2) The average anount of el ectromagnetic energy,
expressed in mlligauss units, emtted fromthat househol d
appl i ance product line within a one-foot radius.

(3) The average anount of el ectromagnetic energy,
expressed in mlligauss units, emtted fromthat househol d
appliance product line within a three-foot radius.

(4) A warning that exposure to levels of electromagnetic
energy may increase the risk of serious illness.

(b) Design.--The disclosure notice shall be printed on white

or creamcol ored paper stock and have a red border and red

19930H1610B1818 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N NN N NN NN R P P R R P R R R R
N~ o o A WON P O O 0O N OO0~ ODN O

| ettering.

(c) Location.--The disclosure notice shall be posted in a
conspi cuous | ocation selected to draw attention to the househol d
appl i ance product |ine covered by that disclosure notice.
Section 5. Adm nistration.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The departnment shall adm nister,

i npl enent and enforce the provisions of this act.

(b) Regul ations.--The departnent shall promnul gate
regul ations relating to the foll ow ng:

(1) Additional information in the disclosure notice.

(2) The size and style of print used in the disclosure
noti ce.

(3) Locations for disclosure notices.

(4) Appropriate nmeasuring devices to determ ne the

m | |igauss exposure |evel.

(5) Any other regul ations necessary to inplenent,
adm ni ster and enforce the provisions of this act.
Section 6. Penalty.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Any person who fails to post the required
di scl osure notice under this act commts a summary of fense and
shal |, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of not |ess
t han $500.

(b) Separate violation.--The failure of any person to post
the required disclosure notice for each househol d appliance
product line shall constitute a separate violation.

Section 7. Effective date.

This act shall take effect January 1, 1994.
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