SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1708, 3630 PRINTER S NO. 4120

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1443 =35

| NTRODUCED BY CLYMER, TRELLO, ARGALL, BENNI NGHOFF, BUNT, Cl VERA,
M COHEN, COLAFELLA, DeWEESE, FAI RCHI LD, GEl ST, HARHAI,
HERSHEY, LEDERER, MAI TLAND, R. M LLER, S. M LLER, PESC,
RAMOS, RUBLEY, SEYFERT, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR, WOINARGCSKI ,
YOUNGBLOOD, ZUG THOVAS AND MAHER, MAY 5, 1999

SENATOR LCEPER, RULES AND EXECUTI VE NOM NATI ONS, | N SENATE, RE-
REPORTED AS AVENDED, OCTOBER 11, 2000

AN ACT

AVENDI NG Tl TLE 68 (REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY) OF THE <—
PENNSYLVANI A CONSOLI DATED STATUTES, CODI FYI NG AND AMENDI NG
PROVI SI ONS ON PUBLI C LANDS; AND MAKI NG REPEALS.



The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
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SECTION 1. PART Il OF TITLE 68 OF THE PENNSYLVAN A <—

CONSCLI DATED STATUTES |'S AMENDED BY ADDI NG A SUBPART TO READ:

SUBPART F
PUBLI C LANDS
CHAPTER
61. VACANT AND UNI MPROVED PUBLI C LANDS

SEC

6101.
6102.
6103.
6104.
6105.
6106.
6107.
6108.
6109.
6110.
6111.
6112.
6113.

CHAPTER 61
VACANT AND UNI MPROVED PUBLI C LANDS

DEFI NI TI ONS.

DUTI ES OF COW SSI ON.

APPLI CATI ON.

REPCRT.

ACQUI SI TI ON DETERM NATI ON
STATE FORESTS.

APPRAI SALS.

PATENTS.

PRCHI Bl TI ONS AND EXCEPTI ONS.
| SSUANCE OF PATENTS FOR UNAPPROPRI ATED LANDS.
SATI SFACTI ON OF CLAI MS.
PRCHI Bl TI ON OF WARRANTS.
CAVEATS.

19990H1443B4120 - 17 -
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6114. REFUND.
§ 6101. DEFI NI TI ONS.

THE FOLLOW NG WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED | N THI S CHAPTER
SHALL HAVE THE MEANI NGS G VEN TO THEM I N THI' S SECTI ON UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY | NDI CATES OTHERW SE:

"BOARD." THE BOARD OF PROPERTY.

"COWM SSI ON." THE PENNSYLVANI A HI STORI CAL AND MUSEUM
COWM SSI ON.

"DEPARTMENT. " THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATI ON AND NATURAL
RESOURCES OF THE COVMONVEALTH,

"INSTI TUTION."  ANY:

(1) HEALING PREVENTI VE MENTAL HEALTH, EDUCATI ONAL,

CORRECTI ONAL OR PENAL | NSTI TUTI ON;

(2) ALMBHOUSE; OR
(3) COUNTY OR CI TY HOME;
OPERATED BY THE COMMONVEALTH OR A POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON.

"MUNI Cl PALI TY AUTHORI TY." A COUNTY, COUNTY AUTHORI TY,

MUNI Cl PALI TY AUTHORI TY, CI TY, BOROUGH, TOWN, TOWNSHI P, OR SCHOOL
DI STRI CT.
"PUBLI C LANDS." | NCLUDES ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG
(1) ALL LANDS WTHI N THE TERRI TORIAL LIM TS OF THE

COVWONVEALTH VHI CH HAVE NOT BEEN CONFI RVED TO THE FORMER

PROPRI ETARI ES OR THEI R GRANTEES BY THE ACT OF NOVEMBER 27,

1779 (CHAPTER 863), ENTI TLED "AN ACT FOR VESTI NG THE ESTATES

OF THE LATE PROPRI ETARI ES OF PENNSYLVANIA IN TH 'S

COVWONVEALTH, " AND WH CH HAVE NOT BEEN GRANTED, CONVEYED OR

PATENTED BY THE COMMONVEALTH TO THE UNI TED STATES, THE

COMWONVEALTH, OR ANY ADM NI STRATI VE BRANCH OR DEPARTMENT OF

El THER, OR TO ANY PERSON OR CORPORATI ON, PUBLI C OR PRI VATE.

(2) ALL VACANT AND UNAPPROPRI ATED LANDS; ALL LANDS FOR

19990H1443B4120 - 18 -
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VWH CH APPLI CATI ON HAS BEEN MADE OR WARRANTS HAVE BEEN GRANTED
BY THE COVWONWEALTH, THE TI TLES TO WH CH HAVE NOTI BEEN
COVPLETED BY THE GRANTI NG OF PATENTS; AND ALL OTHER LANDS
VWH CH HAVE BEEN SOLD BY COWM SSI ONERS APPO NTED UNDER ACTS OF
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THE TI TLES TO WH CH HAVE NOT BEEN
COVPLETED BY THE GRANTI NG OF PATENTS.
THE TERM DOES NOT | NCLUDE LANDS FORMERLY GRANTED, CONVEYED OR
PATENTED BY THE PROPRI ETARI ES OR BY THE COVMONWEALTH TO A PERSON
VWH CH HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY BECOVE THE PROPERTY OF THE COVMONWEALTH
BY ESCHEAT, CONDEMNATI ON, CONFI SCATI ON, DEDI CATI ON, G FT, GRANT,
PURCHASE OR OTHERW SE.
"SECRETARY. " THE SECRETARY OF CONSERVATI ON AND NATURAL
RESOURCES OF THE COMMVONVEALTH.
"UNAPPROPRI ATED LANDS. " LANDS FOR VWH CH NO PATENT HAS BEEN
| SSUED BY THE COVMONWEALTH.
"UNI MPROVED LANDS. " LANDS WHI CH SHOW NO SI GNS OF OCCUPANCY
OR CULTI VATI ON.
"VACANT LANDS." LANDS TO VWHI CH NO COFFI CE RI GHTS ARE
OUTSTANDI NG
§ 6102. DUTIES OF COW SSI ON.
THE COW SSI ON HAS THE FOLLOW NG PONERS AND DUTI ES:
(1) TO ACT AS THE LAND CFFI CE OF THE COMVONWEALTH,
MAI NTAI NI NG AND PRESERVI NG THE RECORDS OF ALL CONVEYANCES
FROM THE PROPRI ETARI ES AND THE COVMONWEALTH TO THE PURCHASERS
OF LAND, | NCLUDI NG APPLI CATI ONS, WARRANTS, RETURN OF SURVEYS
AND REPORTS DENYI NG APPLI CATI ONS.
(2) TO MAI NTAIN AND PRESERVE:
(1) PAPERS RELATI NG TO THE SURVEYS OF THI S
COMMONVEALTH AND COUNTY LI NES;
(1'l') REPORTS OF COWM SSI ONERS RELATI NG TO THE

19990H1443B4120 - 19 -
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BOUNDARY LI NES OF TH S COVMONVEALTH;

(I'r1r) MAPS AND OTHER PAPERS LODGED W TH THE LAND
OFFI CE AND PERTAI NI NG TO THE COLONI AL H STORY OF TH S
COMVONVEAL TH;

(1Y) THE M NUTES OF THE CANAL COW SSI ONERS;

(V) CONTRACTS FOR SECTI ON PROFI LE NMAPS;

(M) OTHER RECORDS RELATI NG TO THE PUBLI C WORKS; AND

(M) RELEVANT RECORDS RELATI NG TO TI TLES TO REAL
ESTATE OMNED OR TO BE ACQUI RED BY THE COVMONWEALTH.

(3) TO FURNI SH COPI ES OF RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS I N

ACCORDANCE W TH STATUTORY OR REGULATORY FEES.

(4) TO PROMULGATE REGULATI ONS TO ADM NI STER THI S

CHAPTER.

§ 6103. APPLI CATI ON.

(A) COVMMONVEALTH RI GHTS. -- THE RIGHT OF A PERSON TO A PATENT
FOR VACANT OR UNAPPROPRI ATED LANDS IS SUBJECT TO THE RI GHT OF
THE DEPARTMENT TO FORVALLY ACQUI RE FOR THE DEPARTMENT ON BEHALF
OF THE COMMONVEALTH AND HAVE VACANT OR UNAPPROPRI ATED LANDS
PATENTED TO THE COVWONWEALTH FOR STATE FOREST PURPOSES OR STATE
PARK PURPCSES, AS PROVI DED BY SECTI ON 6105 ( RELATI NG TO
ACQUI SI TI ON DETERM NATI ON) .

(B) SURVEY. --A PERSON MAY APPLY FOR A WARRANT TO HAVE A
SURVEY MADE OF ANY TRACT OF VACANT OR UNAPPROPRI ATED LAND.

(© | NVESTI GATI ON. - - THE DEPARTMENT, W TH THE COOPERATI ON OF
THE COW SSI ON, SHALL | NVESTI GATE TO DETERM NE WHETHER OFFI CE
Rl GHTS HAVE BEEN GRANTED FOR A TRACT OF LAND AND WHETHER THE
TRACT OF LAND IS VACANT OR UNAPPROPRI ATED | F AN APPLI CANT DOES
ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) COVPLETES AN APPLI CATI ON PRESCRI BED BY THE

DEPARTMENT.

19990H1443B4120 - 20 -
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(2) G VES 30 DAYS NOTICE OF THE FI LI NG OF THE

APPLI CATI ON BY PUBLI CATI ON ONCE A VWEEK FOR THREE SUCCESSI VE

VEEKS I'N A NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL ClI RCULATI ON IN THE AREA VHERE

THE LAND | S SI TUATE. THE APPLI CANT MJUST FURNI SH PROCF OF

PUBLI CATI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT.

(3) SUBM TS A CERTI FI ED ABSTRACT OF TI TLE.
(4) SUBM TS THE SURVEY UNDER SUBSECTI ON (B).
§ 6104. REPORT.

(A) TOTAL.--1F THE DEPARTMENT DETERM NES THAT THE LAND
APPLI ED FOR | S NOT VACANT OR UNAPPROPRI ATED, | T SHALL FILE I'TS
REPCRT.

(B) PARTIAL.--IF THE REPORT DI SCLOSES THAT A PART ONLY COF
THE LAND APPLI ED FOR IS NOT' VACANT OR UNAPPROPRI ATED, THE
APPLI CANT MAY PROCEED W TH RESPECT TO THE BALANCE UNDER SECTI ON
6106 ( RELATI NG TO STATE FORESTS).

(© APPEAL. - - THE REPORT SHALL BE CONCLUSI VE UPON THE
APPLI CANT, SUBJECT TO THE RI GHT OF THE APPLI CANT TO APPEAL TO
THE BOARD W THI N 30 DAYS UNDER REGULATI ONS OF THE BOARD.

§ 6105. ACQUI SI TI ON DETERM NATI ON.

(A) REQUI REMENT. - -1 F THE DEPARTMENT FI NDS THE LAND TO BE
VACANT AND UNI MPROVED OR UNAPPROPRI ATED AND UNI MPROVED, THE
SECRETARY SHALL DETERM NE WHETHER I T |'S DESI RABLE AND
PRACTI CABLE FOR THE DEPARTMENT TO FORMALLY ACQUI RE THE LAND FOR
STATE FOREST PURPOSES OR STATE PARK PURPGCSES.

(B) ACTION. --WTH N TWO MONTHS OF RECEI PT OF THE
APPLI CATI ON, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DO ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) MAKE ONE OF THE FOLLOW NG DETERM NATI ONS:

(1) TO MAINTAIN THE LAND ON BEHALF OF THE
COMMONVEALTH. A DETERM NATI ON UNDER THI S SUBPARAGRAPH
MUST BE SI GNED BY THE SECRETARY AND BE ACCOVPANI ED BY AN

19990H1443B4120 - 21 -
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ABSTRACT W TH CERTI FI CATE AND A SURVEY.
(I1) TO RELI NQUI SH THE COWONWEALTH S RI GHTS TO THE
LAND.
(2) NOTIFY THE APPLI CANT OF THE DETERM NATI ON UNDER
PARAGRAPH (1).
§ 6106. STATE FORESTS.

UPON A DETERM NATI ON UNDER SECTI ON 6105(B) (1) (1) (RELATING TO
ACQUI SI TI ON DETERM NATI ON), A PATENT TO THE LAND SHALL | SSUE, ON
APPROVAL OF THE GOVERNOR, TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR STATE FOREST
PURPOSES OR STATE PARK PURPCSES, W THOUT THE PAYMENT OF PURCHASE
MONEY, | NTEREST OR FEES.

§ 6107. APPRAI SALS.

(A) REQUI REMENT. - - UPON A DETERM NATI ON UNDER SECTI ON
6105(B) (1) (11) (RELATING TO ACQUI SI TI ON DETERM NATI ON), THE LAND
SHALL BE APPRAI SED BY A CERTI FI ED | NDEPENDENT REAL ESTATE
APPRAI SER SELECTED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

(B) PROCEDURE.

(1) THE APPRAI SER MUST SWEAR OR AFFIRM BEFORE AN

OFFI CER AUTHORI ZED TO ADM NI STER OATHS:

(1) FAITHFULLY TO PERFORM THE DUTI ES PRESCRI BED | N
THI'S SECTI ON; AND

(11) THAT THE APPRAI SER |'S NOT DI RECTLY OR
| NDI RECTLY | NTERESTED | N THE APPLI CATI ON.
(2) THE APPRAI SER SHALL DETERM NE THE VALUE OF THE REAL

ESTATE, TAKI NG | NTO CONSI DERATI ON SOl L, TIMBER, FI SHERI ES,

M NERALS, LOCATI ON AND OTHER NATURAL CHARACTERI STI CS OF THE

LAND. | N THE CASE OF | MPROVED LAND, THE VALUE OF THE

| MPROVEMENTS NOT MADE BY THE COMVONVEALTH MAY NOT BE | NCLUDED

IN THE VALUATI ON,

(3) THE APPRAI SER SHALL PREPARE AND TRANSM T THE

19990H1443B4120 - 22 -
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APPRAI SAL TO THE DEPARTMENT.
§ 6108. PATENTS.

(A) COSTS. -- UPON RECEI PT OF AN APPRAI SAL UNDER SECTI ON 6107
( RELATI NG TO APPRAI SALS), THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOTI FY THE
APPLI CANT AND REQUEST THE AMOUNT DUE THE COMVONVEALTH. THE
EXPENSES | NCI DENT TO THE | NVESTI GATI ON, ADVERTI SI NG, SURVEY AND
APPRAI SAL MUST BE PAI D BY THE APPLI CANT.

(B) 1 SSUANCE. - - THE DEPARTMENT SHALL | SSUE A PATENT TO AN
APPLI CANT UPON COMPLETI ON OF ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) APPROVAL BY THE DEPARTMENT OF THE MATERI AL REQUI RED

BY SECTI ON 6103(C) (4) (RELATI NG TO APPLI CATI ON) .

(2) PAYMENT OF THE AMOUNT UNDER SUBSECTI ON (A). |F THE

APPLI CANT DOES NOT MAKE PAYMENT W THI N THREE MONTHS FROM THE

REQUEST UNDER SUBSECTI ON (A), THE APPLI CANT SHALL BE DEEMED

TO HAVE ABANDONED THE APPLI CATI ON; AND THE DEPARTMENT MAY:

(1) GRANT A PATENT TO A SUBSEQUENT APPLI CANT UPON
PAYMENT OF THE AMOUNT UNDER SUBSECTI ON (A); OR

(I1) 1F MORE THAN ONE YEAR HAS ELAPSED SI NCE THE
RECEI PT OF THE APPRAI SAL, REQUI RE A CURRENT APPRAI SAL.
(3) COVPLI ANCE W TH LAW | NCLUDI NG REGULATI ONS

PROMULGATED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

(4) FINAL DI SPCSI TION | N THE APPLI CANT' S FAVOR OF ANY

ENTERED CAVEAT.

(5) APPROVAL BY THE GOVERNCR
§ 6109. PROHI BI TI ONS AND EXCEPTI ONS.

(A) PROH BI TI ON. - - EXCEPT AS SET FORTH | N SUBSECTI ON (B), NO
APPLI CATI ON SHALL BE ACCEPTED AND NO WARRANT, EASEMENT OR OTHER
OFFI CE RI GHT SHALL BE GRANTED FOR LAND, | NCLUDI NG AN | SLAND,

LYI NG | N THE BED OF A NAVI GABLE RI VER OR STREAM DECLARED BY LAW
TO BE A PUBLI C HI GHVWAY.

19990H1443B4120 - 23 -
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(B) EXCEPTI ONS. - - SUBSECTI ON (A) DCES NOT APPLY AS FOLLOWS:
(1) A WARRANT OR OTHER CFFI CE RI GHT MAY BE GRANTED AND
AN APPRAI SAL MADE ON LAND | NTERVENI NG BETWEEN FORMER | SLANDS
FOR WHI CH PATENTS HAVE BEEN GRANTED AND THE FORMER MAI NLAND
OF A NAVI GABLE RI VER WHERE THE | NTERVENI NG LANDS FORM AN
OBSTRUCTI ON TO NAVI GATI ON AND ARE W THOUT THE CORDI NARY LOW
WATER LI NES OF SUCH NAVI GABLE RI VERS, AS SHOM BY THE
CERTI FI CATE OF THE UNI TED STATES SECRETARY OF DEFENSE. A
WARRANT OR OFFI CE RI GHT UNDER THI S PARAGRAPH REQUI RES WRI TTEN
APPROVAL OF THE DEPARTMENT, FOLLOW NG THE SUBM SSI ON OF
FORVAL APPLI CATI ON AND PLANS SHOW NG THE MANNER IN VWH CH THE
LAND WTH N THE FLOOD WATER CHANNEL OF THE NAVI GABLE RI VER
WLL BE OCCUPI ED AND USED, AND THE EXTENT TO VH CH THE FLOCD
CARRYI NG CAPACI TY OF THE CHANNEL W LL BE REDUCED AND
MCDI FI ED. PREFERENCE | N GRANTI NG A PATENT SHALL BE G VEN,
WTH THE APPROVAL OF THE GOVERNOR, TO THE OMNER OF THE LAND
ABUTTI NG THE LAND | NTERVENI NG BETWEEN THE FORMER | SLAND TO
VWH CH A PATENT HAS BEEN GRANTED AND THE FORMER MAI NLAND OF
THE NAVI GABLE RI VERS. A PATENT, WTH THE APPROVAL OF THE
GOVERNOR, MAY BE | SSUED | N ACCORDANCE W TH ANY AGREEMENT
ENTERED | NTO BY ALL ABUTTI NG LANDOWNERS PROVI DI NG FOR AN
ALLOTMENT OF THE LAND | NTERVENI NG BETWEEN THE FORMER | SLANDS.
(2) AN EASEMENT MAY BE CGRANTED FOR A SEWAGE TREATMENT
PLANT AND | NTERCEPTI NG SEVER SYSTEM AND FACI LI TY NECESSARY
AND | NCI DENTAL TO THE PLANT UNDER, ACROSS AND IN THE BED OF A
NAVI GABLE Rl VER OR STREAM DECLARED BY LAW TO BE A PUBLI C
H GAWAY FOR THE PURPOSE OF DI VERTI NG SEWAGE AND | NDUSTRI AL
WASTES FROM THE RI VER OR STREAM TO THE SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT
I F CONSTRUCTI ON PERM TS HAVE BEEN | SSUED BY THE SAN TARY
WATER BOARD, THE DEPARTMENT AND THE UNI TED STATES SECRETARY

19990H1443B4120 - 24 -



1 OF DEFENSE. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL, ON APPLI CATI ON BY A

2 MUNI CI PALI TY AUTHORI TY OR | NSTI TUTI ON, MAKE A GRANT TO THE

3 MUNI CI PALI TY OF THE EASEMENT | N THE NAME OF THE COMVONVEALTH
4 UPON APPROVAL OF THE GOVERNOR AND | N A FORM APPROVED BY THE
5 ATTORNEY GENERAL, W THOUT THE PAYMENT OF PURCHASE MONEY

6 | NTEREST OR FEES.

7 (3) THE FOLLOW NG APPLY:

8 (1) THE DEPARTMENT | S AUTHCORI ZED TO HAVE A SURVEY

9 AND APPRAI SAL MADE UNDER THI S CHAPTER AND | SSUE A PATENT,
10 UPON THE APPROVAL OF THE GOVERNOR, OF SO MJUCH OF THE BED
11 OF A RIVER OR STREAM BELOW LOW WATER MARK, AS IS NO

12 LONGER USEFUL FOR THE ORDI NARY PURPOSES OF NAVI GATI ON AND
13 'S ABANDONED | F THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT:

14 (A) ENTERS AN AGREEMENT W TH THE OWNERS OF LAND
15 TO BE TAKEN TO PROMOTE SANI TATI ON, PREVENT FLOODS OR
16 | MPROVE NAVI GATI ON OR FOR OTHER PURPCSES; AND

17 (B) AUTHORI ZES THE W DENI NG STRAI GHTENI NG OR
18 | MPROVEMENT OF THE MAI N CHANNEL OF A NAVI GABLE RI VER
19 OR STREAM AND
20 (© PERM TS THE ABANDONMENT AND FI LLI NG UP OF
21 OTHER PARTS OF THE RI VER OR STREAM VWH CH ARE NO
22 LONCGER USEFUL FOR THE ORDI NARY PURPOSES OF
23 NAVI GATI ON
24 (1'l') PREFERENCE | N GRANTI NG A PATENT UNDER THI S
25 PARAGRAPH SHALL BE G VEN TO AN OWNER OF LAND ABUTTI NG THE
26 PORTI ON OF THE BED OF A RI VER OR STREAM VHI CH ( PORTI ON)
27 'S SUBJECT TO PATENT. A PATENT, W TH THE APPROVAL OF THE
28 GOVERNOR, MAY | SSUE | N ACCORDANCE W TH AN AGREEMENT
29 ENTERED | NTO BY ALL ABUTTI NG LANDOWNERS PROVI DI NG FOR AN
30 ALLOTMENT OF THE LAND ABANDONED AND SUBJECT TO PATENT.

19990H1443B4120 - 25 -



1 (1'11) EVIDENCE THAT ANY PART OF A RIVER OR STREAM

2 HAS CEASED TO BE USEFUL FOR THE ORDI NARY PURPCSES OF

3 NAVI GATI ON AND IS THE SUBJECT OF WARRANT, SURVEY AND

4 PATENT MUST | NCLUDE ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

5 (A) A CERTIFI ED COPY OF ANY FEDERAL STATUTE IN

6 RELATI ON TO THE AREA.

7 (B) A COPY OF ANY AGREEMENT ENTERED | NTO BETWVEEN

8 THE UNI TED STATES AND THE OMNERS OF THE LAND,

9 ACCOVPANI ED BY PROPER PLANS SHOW NG THE LAND TO BE
10 TAKEN, THE RI VER OR STREAM AS W DENED, STRAI GHTENED
11 OR | MPROVED;, AND THE PORTI ON OF THE Rl VER OR STREAM
12 VWH CH IS TO BE ABANDONED. THE COPY OF THE AGREEMENT
13 AND PLANS MJST BE CERTI FI ED, UNDER THE HAND AND SEAL
14 OF THE UNI TED STATES SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AND FI LED
15 IN THE OFFI CE OF THE SECRETARY.

16 § 6110. | SSUANCE COF PATENTS FOR UNAPPROPRI ATED LANDS.

17 THE DEPARTMENT SHALL, UPON THE PRESENTATI ON AND APPROVAL OF
18 AN APPLI CATI ON W TH SATI SFACTORY PROOF OF OANERSHI P, | NCLUDI NG
19 CURRENT SURVEY AND ABSTRACT OF TI TLE, AND THE PAYMENT OF PATENT
20 FEES AMOUNTI NG TO $25, W TH THE APPROVAL OF THE GOVERNOR, GRANT
21 A PATENT | F ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG APPLY:

22 (1) THE RECORDS OF THE COVM SSI ON DEMONSTRATE THAT THERE
23 HAVE BEEN WARRANTS GRANTED BY THE COMMONWEALTH FOR LANDS

24 AUTHORI ZED TO BE SOLD BY STATUTE OR BY STATUTORI LY APPO NTED
25 COW SSI ONERS.

26 (2) TITLES TO THE WARRANTS UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) HAVE NOT
27 BEEN COVPLETED BY THE GRANTI NG OF PATENTS.

28 8§ 6111. SATI SFACTI ON OF CLAI Ms.

29 (A) SCOPE.--TH S SECTI ON APPLIES TO LAND IN THI S

30 COVWONWEALTH FOR WHI CH THERE | S AN OUTSTANDI NG OFFI CE RI GHT
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GRANTED BEFORE JANUARY 1, 1935.
(B) AUTHORI ZATI ON. - - UPON PAYMENT OF THE FEE UNDER SUBSECTI ON
(©, THE DEPARTMENT MAY DO ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG
(1) CANCEL LIENS, BONDS AND MORTGAGES HELD BY THE

1
2

3

4

5 DEPARTMENT FOR UNPAI D PURCHASE MONEY AND | NTEREST.

6 (2) RECORD THE SATI SFACTI ON OF THE OBLI GATI ON UNDER

7 PARAGRAPH (1).

8 (3) CERTIFY THE ACTI ON TAKEN UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON.

9 (C) FEE.--THERE |'S A FEE OF $25 FOR EACH TRACT OF LAND UPON
10 WM CH AN OBLI GATI ON | S RELEASED UNDER THI S SECTI ON.

11 § 6112. PROH BI TI ON OF WARRANTS.

12 (A) GENERAL RULE. - - EXCEPT AS SET FORTH | N SUBSECTION (B), A
13 WARRANT OR OTHER OFFI CE RI GHT SHALL NOT | SSUE FOR PUBLI C LAND | F

14 ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG APPLY:

15 (1) SETTLEMENT HAS BEEN MADE ON THE LAND. THI S PARAGRAPH
16 DCES NOT APPLY | F THE SETTLEMENT HAS BEEN ABANDONED

17 CONTI NUOUSLY SI NCE JANUARY 1, 1935. |IF THE SETTLEMENT HAS

18 BEEN ABANDONED CONTI NUOUSLY SI NCE JANUARY 1, 1935, THE LAND
19 SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE VACANT OR UNAPPROPRI ATED.

20 (2) THE LAND | S TOTALLY OR PARTI ALLY CLEARED AND FENCED.
21 (3) THE LAND | S OTHERW SE | MPROVED, USED OR OCCUPI ED AND
22 HELD BY DEFI NED BOUNDARI ES. THI S PARAGRAPH DOES NOT APPLY | F
23 THE | MPROVEMENT HAS BEEN ABANDONED CONTI NUOUSLY SI NCE JANUARY
24 1, 1935. | F THE | MPROVEMENT HAS BEEN ABANDONED CONTI NUOUSLY
25 SI NCE JANUARY 1, 1935, THE LAND SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE VACANT
26 OR UNAPPROPRI ATED.

27 (B) EXCEPTI ON. --A WARRANT CR OTHER OFFI CE RI GHT FOR PUBLI C

28 LAND MAY | SSUE TO THE PERSON THAT HAS MADE THE SETTLEMENT OR
29 DONE THE CLEARI NG FENCI NG OR | MPROVEMENT. THI S SUBSECTI ON
30 APPLIES TO ANY SUCCESSCR I N | NTEREST TO THE PERSON.
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§ 6113. CAVEATS.

(A) AUTHORITY.--A PERSON WTH A CLAIM ON LAND FOR WHI CH A
WARRANT APPLI CATI ON HAS BEEN MADE UNDER THI S CHAPTER MAY FILE A
CAVEAT W TH THE DEPARTMENT.

1

2

3

4

5 (B) COSTS. --THE CAVEATOR MUST DEPOSI T W TH THE CAVEAT A

6 FILING FEE DETERM NED BY THE DEPARTMENT AND, |IN THE CASE OF

7 VACANT LAND, PURCHASE MONEY. THE PURCHASE MONEY SHALL BE

8 RETURNED TO THE CAVEATOR, LESS COSTS | NCURRED BY THE BOARD, |F
9 THE BOARD DECI DES AGAI NST THE CAVEATOR AND THE CAVEATOR DOES NOT
10 APPEAL THE DECI SION. | F THE CAVEATOR APPEALS THE DECI SI ON, THE
11 PURCHASE MONEY SHALL BE HELD AND DI SPOSED OF AS DI RECTED BY THE
12 COURT MAKI NG THE FI NAL DECI SI ON ON THE APPEAL.

13 (C© LIMTATION. --A CAVEAT MUST BE FI LED PRI OR TO THE

14 GRANTI NG OF THE PATENT. NO CAVEAT SHALL BE RECOGNI ZED FOR AND
15 AFTER THE PATENT OF THE COVMONWEALTH HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THE
16 LAND.

17 (D) PROCEDURE. - - UPON FI LI NG OF A CAVEAT, THE DEPARTMENT

18 SHALL NOTIFY THE ORI G NAL APPLI CANT AND FORWARD THE APPLI CATI ON
19 FOR WARRANT AND THE CAVEAT, W TH ALL RELATED | NSTRUMENTS, TO THE
20 BOARD FOR DECI SI ON.

21 (E) EFFECT.--THE FI LI NG OF A CAVEAT SHALL SUSPEND | SSUANCE
22 OF THE PATENT UNTIL THE BOARD DI SPOSES OF THE MATTER

23 (F) PERFECTION. --1F THE BOARD DECI DES I N FAVOR OF THE

24 CAVEATOR, THE CAVEATOR MUST PROCEED PROVPTLY TO PERFECT TI TLE
25 UNDER TH S CHAPTER AND | N COVPLI ANCE W TH REGULATI ONS OF THE

26 DEPARTMENT, OR THE CAVEATOR SHALL BE DEEMED TO HAVE ABANDONED
27 THE CLAI M AND RI GHT.

28 § 6114. REFUND.

29 | F THE BOARD DECI DES AGAI NST THE | SSUI NG OF A WARRANT OR

30 OTHER OFFI CE RI GHT, ANY PURCHASE MONEY PAI D SHALL BE RETURNED TO
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THE APPLI CANT, LESS ALL EXPENSES | NCURRED BY THE DEPARTMENT AND
BOARD.

SECTION 2. THE FOLLOW NG ACTS AND PARTS OF ACTS ARE
REPEALED:

ACT OF JUNE 13, 1907 (P.L.621, NO 483), ENTITLED, AS AMENDED
"AN ACT AUTHORI ZI NG AND DI RECTI NG THE SECRETARY OF COVMUNI TY
AFFAI RS TO COVPI LE AND PUBLI SH CONNECTED WARRANTEE TRACT NMAPS OF
EACH OF THE SEVERAL COUNTI ES OF THI S COMMONVEALTH;, MAKI NG AN
APPROPRI ATI ON FOR THE WORK OF COWPI LATI QN, AND DI RECTI NG THE
MANNER OF SALE AND DI STRI BUTI ON OF THE SAME. "

ACT OF JUNE 30, 1959 (P.L.492, NO 117), ENTITLED, AS AMENDED
"AN ACT FI XI NG THE FEES TO BE CHARGED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
COMUNI TY AFFAI RS. "

ACT OF JULY 9, 1959 (P.L.510, NO 137), KNOMW AS THE
PENNSYLVANI A PUBLI C LANDS ACT.

SECTION 3. THE ADDITION OF 68 PA.C.S. CH 61 IS A
CODI FI CATION OF THE ACT OF JULY 9, 1959 (P.L.510, NO 137), KNOMN
AS THE PENNSYLVANI A PUBLI C LANDS ACT, AND SHALL BE CONSTRUED A
CONTI NUATI ON OF THAT ACT.

SECTION 4. TH S ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT | N 60 DAYS.
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