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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1315 =5

| NTRODUCED BY BELLOM NI, DOVBROWSKI, Di CARLO, HASKELL, FI SCHER,
FEE, HOPKINS, D. S. HAYES, GREENLEAF, TENAGLI O, ARTHURS AND
O KEEFE, JUNE 14, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, JUNE 14, 1977

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), entitled

2 "An act providing for and reorgani zi ng the conduct of the

3 executive and admi nistrative work of the Commonweal th by the
4 Executive Departnment thereof and the adm nistrative

5 departnents, boards, conm ssions, and officers thereof,

6 i ncludi ng the boards of trustees of State Normal Schools, or
7 Teachers Col | eges; abolishing, creating, reorganizing or

8 aut hori zing the reorgani zation of certain admnistrative

9 departnments, boards, and conm ssions; defining the powers and
10 duties of the Governor and other executive and adm nistrative
11 of ficers, and of the several adm nistrative departnents,

12 boards, comm ssions, and officers; fixing the salaries of the
13 Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and certain other executive

14 and adm nistrative officers; providing for the appointnment of
15 certain admnistrative officers, and of all deputies and

16 ot her assistants and enpl oyes in certain departnents, boards,
17 and comm ssions; and prescribing the manner in which the

18 nunber and conpensation of the deputies and all other

19 assi stants and enpl oyes of certain departnents, boards and
20 commi ssions shall be determned,” creating the Departnent of

21 Agi ng and prescribing its functions, powers and duties;

22 establishing an Advisory Council on Services for the Aging
23 and a Technical Advisory Conmittee on Services for the Aging;
24 and providing for district planning and service areas and for
25 area agenci es.

26 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

27 hereby enacts as follows:
28 Section 1. Section 201, act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177,
29 No.175), known as "The Adm ni strative Code of 1929," anended
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July 22, 1975 (P.L.75, No.45) and Decenber 19, 1975 (P.L. 602,
No.172), is anended to read:

Section 201. Executive Oficers, Adm nistrative Departnents
and | ndependent Adm ni strative Boards and Comm ssions. --The
executive and adm nistrative work of this Conmmonweal th shall be
performed by the Executive Departnent, consisting of the
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of the Comonwealth,
Attorney Ceneral, Auditor General, State Treasurer, and
Secretary of Education; by the Executive Board, and the
Pennsyl vania State Police; by the follow ng adm nistrative
departnents: Departnent of State, Departnment of Justice,
Department of the Auditor General, Treasury Departnent,

Depart ment of Education, Departnent of Mlitary Affairs,
I nsurance Departnent, Departnent of Banking, Departnent of
Agricul ture, Departnent of Transportation, Departnent of Health,

Department of Labor and I ndustry, Departnent of Aging,

Department of Public Wl fare, Departnment of General Services,
Depart ment of Revenue, Departnment of Conmerce, Departnent of
Community Affairs and Departnment of Environnental Resources; and
by the followi ng i ndependent adm nistrative boards and
conmmi ssi ons: Pennsyl vani a Gamre Comm ssi on, Pennsyl vani a Fi sh
Commi ssion, State Civil Service Comm ssion, Pennsylvania Public
Utility Comm ssion, the Pennsylvania Hi storical and Museum

Commi ssi on and the Pennsyl vania Securities Conm ssion.

Al'l of the provisions of this act, which apply generally to
adm ni strative departnents, or generally except to the
Department of the Auditor General and the Treasury Departnent,
shall apply to the Executive Board and to the Pennsylvania State
Pol i ce.

Section 2. As nuch as applies to the Department of Public
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1 Welfare of section 203 of the act, anended Decenber 3, 1970

2 (P.L.834, No.275), is anmended to read:

3 Section 203. Advisory Boards and Conmi ssions.--The foll ow ng
4 advisory boards and conm ssions are placed in and nmade parts of
5 the respective adm nistrative departnents, as follows:

6 * x *

7 In the Departnent of Public Welfare,

8 State Board of Public Welfare,

9 [ Advi sory Committee for the Aging,]

10 Advi sory Committee for the Blind,

11 Advi sory Commttee for General and Special Hospitals,

12 Advi sory Committee for Children and Youth,

13 Advi sory Conmmittee for Public Assistance,

14 Advi sory Conmmttee for Mental Health and Mental Retardation;
15 * x *

16 Section 3. Section 206 of the act, anmended July 22, 1975
17 (P.L.75, No.45), is anmended to read:

18 Section 206. Departnment Heads.--Each adm nistrative

19 departnent shall have as its head an officer who shall, either
20 personally, by deputy, or by the duly authorized agent or
21 enploye of the departnent, and subject at all tinmes to the
22 provisions of this act, exercise the powers and performthe
23 duties by |law vested in and i nposed upon the departnent.
24 The follow ng officers shall be the heads of the
25 admnistrative departnents following their respective titles:
26 Secretary of the Commonweal th, of the Departnent of State;
27 Attorney Ceneral, of the Departnment of Justice;
28 Audi tor General, of the Departnent of the Auditor General;
29 State Treasurer, of the Treasury Departnent;
30 Secretary of Education, of the Departnment of Education;
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1 Adj ut ant Ceneral, of the Departnment of MIlitary Affairs;

2 I nsurance Commi ssioner, of the Insurance Departnent;

3 Secretary of Banking, of the Departnent of Banking;

4 Secretary of Agriculture, of the Departnment of Agriculture;
5 Secretary of Transportation, of the Departnent of

6 Transportation;

7 Secretary of Health, of the Departnent of Health;

8 Secretary of Labor and Industry, of the Departnent of

9 Labor and | ndustry;

10 Secretary of Aging, of the Departnent of Aging;

11 Secretary of Public Welfare, of the Department of Public

12 Vel f are;

13 Secretary of Revenue, of the Departnment of Revenue;

14 Secretary of Commerce, of the Departnent of Commerce;

15 Secretary of Comunity Affairs, of the Departnent of

16 Comunity Affairs;

17 Secretary of Environmental Resources, of the Departnent

18 of Environnmental Resources;

19 Secretary of CGeneral Services, of the Departnent of
20 General Services.
21 Section 4. Cause (1) of subsection (d) of section 207.1 of
22 the act, added Novenber 8, 1976 (P.L.1109, No.227), is anended
23 to read:
24 Section 207.1. GQubernatorial Appointnments.--* * *
25 (d) The Governor shall nom nate in accordance with the
26 provisions of the Constitution of the Commonweal t h of
27 Pennsylvania and, by and with the advice and consent of a
28 mjority of the nmenbers elected to the Senate appoint persons to
29 fill the follow ng positions:
30 (1) The Attorney General, the Secretary of Education, the

19770H1315B1545
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Secretary of the Comonweal th, the Adjutant General, the

I nsurance Conmmi ssioner, the Secretary of Banking, the Secretary
of Agriculture, the Secretary of Transportation, the Secretary
of Health, the Comm ssioner of the State Police, the Secretary

of Labor and Industry, the Secretary of Aging, the Secretary of

Public Welfare, the Secretary of General Services, the Secretary
of Revenue, the Secretary of Commerce, the Secretary of
Community Affairs and the Secretary of Environnmental Resources.

* x *

Section 5. The first paragraph of subsection (l) of section
448 of the act, anended July 9, 1970 (P.L.470, No.161), is
amended to read:

Section 448. Advisory Boards and Conmi ssions. --The advi sory
boards and conmi ssions, within the several adm nistrative
departnents, shall be constituted as foll ows:

* x *

(1) The follow ng advisory commttees are hereby created:

[ Advi sory Committee for the Aging,]

Advi sory Committee for the Blind,

Advi sory Committee for General and Special Hospitals,

Advi sory Committee for Children and Youth,

Advi sory Conmmittee for Public Assistance,

Advi sory Conmmttee for Mental Health and Mental Retardation.

* x *

Section 6. The act is anmended by adding an article to read:

ARTICLE XXII|-A

DEPARTMENT OF AG NG

Section 2201-A. (Objectives.--The objectives of this article

are.

(1) to establish a cabinet-|evel State agency whose
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jurisdiction, powers and duties specifically concern and are

directed to advanci ng the well -bei ng of Pennsyl vani a's ol der

(2) to effect the maxi num f easi bl e coordi nati on of, and

elimnate duplication in, the Commonweal th's adm ni strati on of

certain Federal and State progranms for ol der Pennsyl vani ans; and

(3) to further pronote the efficient delivery of certain

soci al and other services to ol der Pennsyl vani ans.

(4) to pronpte the creati on and growth of independent cl ubs

and associ ati ons of ol der Pennsyl vani ans and rel ated activities

whi ch gi ve proni se of assisting older persons to maintain |lives

of i ndependence and dignity; involvenent in the social, economc

and political affairs of their conmmunities; and dignified and

efficient assi stance when di sabl ed or i npaired.

Secti on 2202- A. Definitions.--As used in this article:

"Area agency" nmeans the single | ocal agency desi gnated w thin

each pl anni ng and service area to adnm nister the delivery of a

conpr ehensi ve and coordi nated pl an of social and other services

and activities.

"Area pl an" neans the plan submtted to the departnent by an

area agency descri bing the nethods by which it will ensure a

coordi nated and conprehensi ve pl an of social and other services

and activities in the planni ng and servi ce area.

"Boar di ng honme" neans any institution or facility, however

named which is operated for profit or otherwi se and which is

adverti sed, announced or nmmintai ned for the express or inplied

pur pose of providing shelter, services or supervision for two or

nore persons, unrelated to the proprietor of the facility, who

requi re sone | evel of supervision or assistance in carryi ng out

daily routine activities, but who are not so ill, aged or
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1 disabled as to require institutionalization in a facility

2 providing a higher level of care.

3 "Counci|l" nmeans the Pennsylvania Council on Aging.

4 "Departnent” neans the Departnent of Aging.

5 "Domiciliary care" is a protected |living arrangenent in the
6 comunity which includes room board and services for persons
7 eighteen and older who cannot |ive independently because of

8 their social and econonic situation.

9 "Local authority" neans the county conmi SsSioners.

10 "Nonprofit sponsor" neans any nonprofit corporation

11 designated as an area agency on aging or as the sponsor of any
12 aging service or activity.

13 "O der persons, aged, aging" neans those persons residing
14 wthin Pennsylvania who are age sixty or over, or, as the

15 secretary may determ ne appropriate, persons below this age.
16 "Personal care hone for adults" neans any premnises operated
17 for profit in which food, shelter and personal assistance or
18 supervision are provided for a period exceeding twenty-four

19 hours for nore than two adults who are not relatives of the
20 operator and who require assistance or supervision in such
21 nmatters as dressing, bathing, diet or nedication prescribed for
22 self administration.
23 "Planni ng and service area"” neans the geographic unit wthin
24 the State, as authorized by the Federal O der Anericans Act of
25 1965, as anended, for allocation of funds for the delivery of
26 social services.
27 "Secretary" nmeans the Secretary of Aging.
28 "Sole State agency” neans that State agency as designated
29 under the Federal O der Anmericans Act of 1965, as anended.
30 Section 2203-A. Powers and Duties in Ceneral.--The
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Departnent of Aging hereinafter referred to in this article as

the departnment shall, subject to any i nconsistent provisions in

this act contai ned, have the power and its duty shall be to:

(1) Evaluate the need for services for the aged within the

State and determ ne the extent to which public and private

prograns neet such a need.

(2) Develop, in consultation with the council and adm ni ster

a conprehensi ve State plan for services, prograns, and

activities for the aging furni shed by State agenci es.

(3) Provide for services to the agi ng through area agenci es

for the agi ng and ot her appropri ate agenci es, organi zati ons and

instituti ons authorized in accordance with the Federal Q der

Anericans Act of 1965, related Federal acts, and applicabl e

State |law and to stinul ate services and opportunities for the

agi ng whi ch are not otherw se avail abl e.

(4) Function as the sole State agency to receive and

di sburse Federal funds under the O der Anericans Act of 1965 and

State funds made avail able for providing services to ol der

(5) Adnminister the State plan for the aqgi ng required by

Federal | aw.

(6) Serve as an advocate for the aging at all |evels of

governnent and to provi de consultati on and assi stance to

communi ties and civic groups devel oping | ocal services for ol der

(7)) WMaintain a clearinghouse of information related to the

i nterests of ol der persons and provide techni cal assi stance and

consultation to all agencies, both public and private with

respect to prograns and services for ol der persons.

(8) Provide an annual budget as may be reasonably required

19770H1315B1545 - 8 -
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by the Pennsyl vani a Council on Agi ng, the four regi onal councils

on agi ng and the Techni cal Advi sory Conmi ttee.

(9) Pronpte conmunity educati on regardi ng the probl ens of

ol der persons through institutes, publications, and use of

communi cati ons nedi a.

(10) Cooperate with agenci es of the Federal Governnent in

studi es and conferences desi gned to exan ne the needs of the

agi ng popul ati on and to assist in preparing prograns and

devel oping facilities to neet those needs.

(11) Pronpte prograns, studies and policies, in cooperation

with the Departnents of Labor and | ndustry, Commerce, Public

Wel fare and ot her agencies, which will enhance the opportunity

for continued work, education and training for ol der persons and

for preretirenent assi stance where appropri ate.

(12) Pronpte, through direct grants, contracts and techni cal

assi stance, the devel opnent of independent seni or centers,

servi ce organi zati ons, clubs, associ ati ons and organi zati ons

dedi cated to the rights and needs of ol der persons and provi di ng

activities not in conflict with State or area plans for the

agi ng.

(13) ©Make recommendati ons for | egislative action to the

Governor and the General Assenbly.

(14) |In coordination with the council, devel op and conduct

research, denopnstrati on prograns and trai ning prograns to

advance the interests of ol der persons.

(15) Publish a description of the organi zati on and functi on

of the departnment so that all interested agenci es and

i ndi viduals may be better able to solicit assistance fromthe

depart nent.

(16) Adninister and supervise a domciliary care program for
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1 adults.

2 (17) Wthin one year of the effective date of this act,

3 regulate and |license personal care hones for adults and boardi ng
4 hones for adults which provide personal care and services which
5 regqulations shall provide for appropriate roles for the

6 Departnents of Health, Public Welfare, Environnental Resources
7 and Labor and Industry.

8 (18) Review all proposed Conmonweal th program pl ans and

9 policies, and adm nistrative requlations that are published in
10 the Pennsylvania Bulletin for their inpact on ol der persons.

11 Where the secretary believes that they have an inpact on ol der
12 persons, he shall conment in accordance with the provisions of
13 the Conmonweal th Docunents Law.

14 (19) Make and enforce rules and regul ati ons necessary and
15 proper to the performance of its duties.

16 (20) After January 1, 1979 and at the option of the

17 secretary, to admnister the act of March 11, 1971 (P.L. 104,

18 No.3), known as the "Senior Citizens Property Tax or Rent Rebate
19 Act.”
20 (21) After January 1, 1979 and at the option of the
21 secretary, to adm nister the act of January 22, 1968 (P.L.42,
22 No.8), known as the "Pennsylvania Urban Mass Transportation
23 Assistance Law of 1967."
24 (22) Serve as an advocate for the needs of the adult
25 handi capped as _such needs involve and overlap the needs and
26 services of older persons.
27 (23) Cooperate with the Pennsylvania Ofice of Planning in
28 the devel opnent of local, regional and Statew de solutions to
29 the needs of ol der persons.
30 (24) Review the activities of agencies of the Conmonwealth

19770H1315B1545 - 10 -
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which affect the full and fair utilization of State and

communi ty resources for prograns for ol der persons and initiate

prograns which will help assure such utilization.

(25) Conduct, in cooperation with the Departnent of Health,

vearly studi es and eval uati ons pertaining to the quality of care

and rel ated services for nursing hone patients and report such

findings to the General Assenbly.

(26) Collaborate with the Departnment of Conmunity Affairs

and the Pennsyl vani a Housi ng Fi nance Agency in the | ocation,

desi gn, managenent and services of housing built for ol der

persons and upon request provide technical assistance to | ocal

housi ng authorities, redevel opnent authorities and ot her qgroups.

(27) Review and comment on all rul es, requl ati ons,

eligibility or paynent standards i ssued by the Departnents of

Public Welfare, Health or Labor and Industry relating to the

l'i censure and regul ati on of nursing hones, hospitals, and other

health facilities; nedical assistance, supplenental security

i ncone; honenaki ng and hone-health care or residential care

facilities for older adults. Said rules, requl ati ons and

standards shall not take effect until they have been subnmtted

to the departnent for comment.

(28) Review and comment on rules, requlations, eligibility

standards, or contract provisions i ssued by the Departnents of

Revenue and Transportation relating to activities financed in

whole or in part by the Pennsyl vania Lottery. Said rul es,

requl ations, eligibility standards and contract provisions shal

not take effect until they have been subnmtted to the departnent

for comment.

(29) Review and comment on rules, requlations, eligibility

standards or contract provisions i ssued by the Departnent of

19770H1315B1545 - 11 -
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Transportation relating to specialized transportati on needs of

the elderly and the handi capped. Said rul es, requl ati ons,

eliqgibility standards or contract provi sions shall not take

effect until they have been submtted to the departnent for

Secti on 2204- A. Pennsyl vani a Council on Aging.--(a) There

is hereby created in the Ofice of the Governor the Pennsyl vani a

Council on Agi ng which shall consi st of nineteen persons at

| east ten of whom shall be fifty-five years of age or older, and

of which four shall be the chairpersons of the reqgi onal counci

on agi ng. The nmenbers of the Techni cal Advisory Conmittee shal

be ex officio nonvoting nenbers of the council.

(b)Y The nenbers of the council shall be appointed by the

Governor and shall represent, as far as possible, different

geoqr aphi cal sections of the Commonweal th. Not nore than el even

of such appoi ntnents by the Governor shall be of the sane

political party. The nenbers shall be appoi nted on staqggered

terns of one to three years. Menbers shall be eliqgible for

r eappoi nt nent .

(c) The council shall provide for its organi zati on and

procedure including the sel ection of a chai rman and such ot her

officers as deened necessary.

(d) The citizen nmenbers of the council shall receive no

conpensation for their services on the council but shall be

rei nbursed by the departnent for any ordi nary and necessary

expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

(e) The council shall neet at |east six tines per year to

revi ew and comment upon all reports of the Departnent of Agi ng

to the Governor and the General Assenbly.

(f) The council shall have the foll owi ng powers and duti es:

19770H1315B1545 - 12 -
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(1) Assist the departnent in the preparati on of the annual

State plan on agi ng.

(2) To review and conmment on rul es and reqgul ati ons

pronul gated by the departnent.

(3) To prepare and subnmit to the Governor, the CGenera

Assenbly, the Secretary of the Departnent of Aging and the

public an annual report evaluating the |level and quality of

services and prograns provided to the agi ng by Conmmbnweal t h

agenci es together with recommendati ons for inproved, expanded or

addi ti onal prograns and services for the aging.

(4) To carry out public hearings on nmatters affecting the

ri ghts and interests of the aging including matters i nvol vi ng

cases of negl ect, abuse and age di scrinination agai nst ol der

persons in the adm nistration of the | aws of the Commonweal th

and its political subdivisions.

(5) To carry out conprehensive studies in the areas of age

di scrimnation, health care, housing, taxation, incone support

and transportation and to report to the Governor, the General

Assenbly, the secretary and the public its findi ngs and

reconmendations in regard to appropriate action and a |l ong-term

strategy for the aging in each of these respective areas of

study within one year of the effective date of this act. |In each

succeedi ng year, the council shall engage in sinmlar studi es and

reports on mpjor issues affecting the agi ng.

(6) Consult with the secretary regardi ng the operati ons of

t he depart nent.

(7)) To establish at |east four regi onal councils on agi ng

whi ch shall consist of fifteen citizen nmenbers and concer ni nq

whi ch the conposition, nmenbers' terns of offices, organization

and duties and responsibilities shall be determ ned by the
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counci | .

(8) Enploy, with such funds as are provided by the

departnent, sufficient staff and services to carry out these

duti es and powers as well as the duties and powers of the

regi onal councils.

Secti on 2205- A. Pl anni ng and Servi ce Area.--The Commpbnweal t h

shall be divided into district planning and servi ce areas as

deternmi ned by the secretary, pursuant to the Federal Qd der

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

Aneri cans Act of 1965, as anended.

10 Section 2206-A. Designated Area Agencies.--(a) For each

11 planning and service area there shall be an area agency

12 established by the departnent in accordance with the Federal

13 A der Anericans Act of 1965, as anended. Such area agency so

14 designated nust be (i) an established office of aging; (ii) any
15 office or agency of the local authority, which is designated for
16 this purpose by the chief elected officials of the |ocal

17 authority; (iii) any office or agency designated by the chief
18 elected officials of a conmbination of |ocal authorities to act
19 on behalf of such conbination for this purpose; or (iv) any

20 public or nonprofit private agency in a planning and service

21 area which is under the supervision or direction for this

22 purpose of the designated State agency and which can engage in
23 the planning or provision of a broad range of social services
24 wi thin such planning and service area; and nust provide

25 assurance, found adequate by the departnent, that it will have
26 the ability to develop and administer an area plan. The

27 secretary may redesignate area agenci es based on requl ations

28 which shall be issued within one hundred twenty days of the

29 effective date of this act. Such requlations shall include

30 criteria of efficiencies, appropri ateness and equity and shal
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provide for public hearings on redesi gnati on conducted in the

affected pl anni ng and service areas. Any such determ nati ons of

redesi gnati on shall be executed not | ess than one hundred days

prior to the begi nning of the fiscal year of the | ocal

Secti on 2207-A. Area Agencies; Powers and Duties.--(a) The

area agency shall have the authority to act as an advocate at

all levels of governnent and within the community at |arqge for

the interests of older persons within the pl anni ng and service

area. It shall devel op a conprehensive area plan to coordi nate

services for older persons within its planni ng and service area

as the departnment nmy prescri be by requl ation. The area pl an

shal |l make provision for

(1) Information and referral.

(2) Social service case nanagenent and casewor k servi ces

i ncludi ng protective placenent and servi ces.

(3) Transportation services.

(4) Legal counseling and representation.

(5) In-hone services including residential repair,

homenmaker, hone chore servi ces, and congregate and hone

del i vered neals.

(6) Assistance to secure adequate housi ng and health

servi ces.

(7)) Oher services required by Federal | aw and ot her such

services and activities designated by the departnent or

identified as critical needs by the area agency.

(8) The establishment of an affili ated network of

mul ti service centers and nei ghbor hood centers for ol der persons.

Each center shall provide those services required by the

departnent in accordance with requl ati ons adopted by the

19770H1315B1545 - 15 -
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departnent, which requl ati ons shall provide for the nmaxi num

i nvol venent of nenbers of such centers and sponsori ng

organi zations in the identification and prioritizati on of

services and activities to be conducted in such centers.

(b)Y The area agency shall give priority of services to ol der

persons with the greatest needs and | east resources. Factors

identifying ol der persons who are entitled to priority are:

(1) Functional disability, i.e., severe restriction of

ability to carry out daily activities.

(2) Aloneness, i.e., living alone in a private apartnment or

home unacconpani ed by a rel ated adult.

(3) Advanced age, i.e., seventy-five years of age or above.

(4) Low i ncone.

(5) Services to mnorities in proportion to their nunbers

consistent with the provisions of the Human Rel ati ons Act.

(6) | nadequate housi ng.

(7) Lack of access to recreational and social activities.

(c) In carrying out this section, the area agency shal

provide preference in filling all jobs for persons age fifty-

five and above and shall require such preference in all sub-

contracts utilizing funds provided by the Commonweal th. The

Department of Aging shall issue requl ati ons pursuant to this

section within one hundred fifty days of the effective date of

(d) The area agency nay grant to or contract with any

public, private or nonprofit agency for the provisions of social

services. The area agency is authorized to use, with their

consent, the services, equipnent, personnel and facilities of

Federal and State agencies, with or w thout reinbursenment, and

on a simlar basis to cooperate with other public and private
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agencies, and instrunentalities, in the use of services,

equi pnent and facilities.

Secti on 2208-A. Area Agency Advi sory Boards.--1n each

pl anni ng and service area, an advisory board of at |east fifteen

menbers shall be appointed to the area agency. The depart nent

shal |l issue requl ati ons desi gnati ng the conpositi on and powers

of advi sory boards within one hundred ei ghty days of the

effective date of this act. Such requl ati ons shall provide for a

maj ority of such boards to be conposed of persons above the age

of sixty: maxi mum possi bl e i nvol venent of such boards in

deternm ning | ocal prograns and policies and advocacy rol es

wi thin area agency prograns and | ocal comunities as well as for

admi ni strative funds to carry out their functions.

Secti on 2209-A. Area Agencies; Reports and Plans.--(a) The

area agency shall submt to the Departnent of Agi ng an annual

report describing and evaluating its prograns and servi ces

within thirty days after the close of the area agency's fi scal

year.

(b)Y The area agency shall subnmt to the departnent for

approval an area plan ninety days prior to the start of the area

agency's fiscal year. The area agency shall conduct, prior to

t he subm ssion of the area plan to the departnment for approval,

a public hearing on the area plan. |If the departnment approves

the area plan, or fails to act within sixty days, the area pl an

shall go into effect at the beginning of the fiscal year. If the

departnent di sapproves the area plan, it shall forward the

reasons for disapproval to the area agency whi ch shall have

twenty days to resubmt an anended area plan. |If the depart nent

approves the resubnitted area plan, it shall be effective at the

begi nning of the fiscal year. If the resubnmtted area plan is

19770H1315B1545 - 17 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

di sapproved, the departnent shall forward its revised area pl an

for inplenmentati on by the area agency at the beqgi nning of the

fiscal year, provided that the departnent shall hold a hearing

in the area prior to such action and that the departnent nay

aut hori ze the conti nuati on of the provision of services under

the current area plan for a period not to exceed ni nety days.

Section 2210-A. All ocation of Resources.--(a) The area

agency shall receive a basic allocation of resources, consisting

of State and Federal funds, based upon the proportion of ol der

persons who reside in the planning and service area in relation

to the total nunber of ol der persons who reside in the

Commpnweal th of Pennsyl vani a, except that each area agency i s

entitled to a mninum all ocati on of resources as unifornly

establi shed by the secretary.

(b) The departnent nmay all ocate additi onal resources to area

agenci es based upon the total nunber of ol der persons who reside

within the planning and service area, the availability of

transportati on services, the rural -urban distributi on of ol der

persons, and attendant rural program cost differentials, the

need for social and nedi cal services, the anount of funds

devoted by county conni ssioners for ol der persons and ot her

speci al circunstances as determ ned by the secretary.

(c) Funds appropriated to carry out the purposes of this act

shall be distributed to the |ocal authorities or nonprofit

agencies as grants for services to the aging, if there is an

acceptable plan in accordance with secti on 2209- A.

(d) The Departnent of Public Welfare shall transfer, for

three State fiscal years i medi ately subsequent to the effective

date of this act, to the Departnment of Aging a proportion of the

State allotnent under Title XX of the Social Security Act equal
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to the proportion of such funds all ocated to the office for the

aging in relation to the State's total allotnent in the fiscal

vear i medi ately preceding the effective date of this act.

Section 2211-A. Eval uati on. --The Departnent of Agi ng shal

continually review and eval uate the activities of area agenci es

and the i npact and effectiveness of all progranms under this act.

The departnment shall ensure that eval uations, including an

onsite eval uati on, be nade annually of all area agency

activities and prograns. A witten report of the findings of the

eval uation shall be submtted to the area agency subject to the

eval uation and within thirty days shall be available to the

public. In all evaluations, the departnent shall obtain the

vi ews of proqgram beneficiaries concerni ng strengths and

weaknesses of the program O her departnents and agencies of the

Commpnweal th shall nmke avail able to the departnment i nfornmation

necessary for such eval uati ons. Annually the departnent shal

submt to the Governor and the General Assenbly a report on its

activities including statistical data refl ecti ng servi ces and

activities provided ol der persons during the precedi ng fiscal

year.

Secti on 2212-A. Denonstrati on Prograns.--1n recognition of

the need for expanded know edge and experi ence concerni ng the

status of ol der persons in Pennsylvania, the Secretary of Agi ng

may provide for research and denonstrati on prograns for the

pur pose of:

(1) Studying current living conditions and needs of ol der

persons, w th special enphasis on persons with | ow i ncone,

functional disabilities, advanced age and i solated |iving

si tuati ons.

(2) Studying existing nethods and alternatives for providing
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services, prograns and opportunities to ol der persons.

(3) Ildentifying those factors of particul ar detri ment or

benefit to the welfare of ol der persons.

(4) Devel opi ng new approaches and alternatives for |living

arrangenents, social services, institutional care, health

services, legal representati on and the coordi nati on of comunity

services for ol der persons.

Section 7. Section 2328 of the act, anmended July 9, 1970
(P.L.470, No.161), is anended to read:

Section 2328. Powers and Duties of Advisory Conmittees.--The
[ Advi sory Committee for the Aging, the] Advisory Conmittee for
the Blind, the Advisory Comrittee for General and Speci al
Hospital s, the Advisory Conmittee for Children and Youth, the
Advi sory Committee for Public Assistance and the Advisory
Committee for Mental Health and Mental Retardation, shall,
concerning matters within their respective special fields of
interest, have the power and their duty shall be:

(a) To advise the appropriate nmajor programunit of the
Department of Public Welfare. This advice shall include, but
shall not be limted to, such matters as standards of
eligibility, nature and extent of service, anmounts of paynents
to individuals, standards of approval, certification and
Iicensure of institutions and agencies, ways and neans of
coordinating public and private welfare activities, and such
other matters as may, by law, require citizen review or may be
referred to the conmttees by the departnental units advised by
them and the Advisory Commttee for Mental Health and Mental
Ret ardati on shall al so have the power and duty to advise the
Governor and the Secretary of Public Welfare with regard to the

appoi nt ment of the Comm ssioner of Mental Health.
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(b) To arrange for and conduct such public hearings as may
be required by | aw or which they deem necessary and advi sabl e,

(c) To pronote better public understanding of the prograns
and objectives of the departnmental units advised by them and

(d) To make recommendations to the State Board of Public
Wl fare on matters referred to the commttees for consideration
and advice, or as may be required to pronote the effectiveness
of the prograns, of the departnental units advised by them

Section 8. The Secretary of Aging shall receive an annual
sal ary, payable in semnonthly installnents, of $35, 500.

Section 9. (a) Al personnel, allocations, appropriations,
equi pnent, files, records, contracts, agreenents, obligations,
and other materials which are used, enployed or expended by the
Departnment of Public Welfare in connection with the powers,
duties or functions exercised under this act by the Departnent
of Aging are hereby transferred to the Departnent of Aging with
the sane force and effect as if the appropriations had been nmade
to and said itens had been the property of the Departnent of
Aging in the first instance and as if said contracts, agreenents
and obligations had been incurred or entered into by said
Depart ment of Aging.

(b) Al personnel, allocations, appropriations, equipnent,
files, records, contracts, agreenents, obligations, and other
mat eri al s which are used, enployed or expended by the Depart nent
of Revenue in connection with the powers, duties or functions
exerci sed under this act by the Departnent of Aging are hereby
transferred to the Departnment of Aging with the sane force and
effect as if the appropriations had been made to and said itens
had been the property of the Departnment of Aging in the first

instance, and as if said contracts, agreenents and obligations
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had been incurred or entered into by said Departnent of Aging.

(c) Al personnel, allocations, appropriations, equipnent,
files, records, contracts, agreenents, obligations, and other
mat eri al s which are used, enployed or expended by the Depart nent
of Transportation in connection with the powers, duties or
functions exercised under this act by the Departnment of Aging
are hereby transferred to the Departnent of Aging with the sane
force and effect as if the appropriations had been nmade to and
said itens had been the property of the Departnment of Aging in
the first instance and as if said contracts, agreenents and
obl i gati ons had been incurred or entered into by said Depart nent
of Agi ng.

Section 10. (a) Al positions in the Departnent of Aging
shall be deened to be included in the Iist of positions set
forth in section 3(d) of the act of August 5, 1941 (P.L. 752,

No. 286), known as the "Civil Service Act," and the provisions
and benefits of the act shall be applicable to the enpl oyees of,
and positions in, the departnent.

(b) Al personnel transferred to the Departnment of Aging
fromother State agencies and departnments pursuant to this act
shall retain any civil service or other enploynent status
assigned to said personnel in those departnents and agencies
prior to the effective date of this act.

Section 11. The Departnent of Aging shall expire on January
1, 1984 unl ess reestablished by the General Assenbly during the
| egi sl ati ve session of the year inmediately preceding the
schedul ed expiration. The departnent may be reestablished for
periods not to exceed siXx years.

Section 12. (a) Section 601, act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31,
No. 21), known as the "Public Wl fare Code," is repeal ed.
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1 (b) The act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known as the
2 "Public Welfare Code," is repealed insofar as it is inconsistent
3 herew th.

4 (c) The act of January 22, 1968 (P.L.42, No.8), known as the
5 "Pennsyl vania Urban Mass Transportation Assistance Law of 1967,"
6 is repealed insofar as it is inconsistent herewth.

7 (d) The act of March 11, 1971 (P.L.104, No.3), known as the
8 "Senior Citizens Property Tax or Rent Rebate Act," is repealed

9 insofar as it is inconsistent herewth.

10 (e) Al other acts and parts of acts are repeal ed i nsofar as

11 they are inconsistent herewth.

12 Section 13. This act shall take effect January 1, 1978.
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