PRINTER S NO. 4737

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 927 55

I NTRODUCED BY B. SM TH AND PHI LLI PS, NOVEMBER 17, 2004

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON GAME AND FI SHERI ES, NOVEMBER 17, 2004
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to
conduct a study on the social, econonmc, philosophical and
practical inpact of providing expanded hunting opportunities,

i ncludi ng hunting on Sunday, in this Commonweal t h.

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani ans traditionally work Monday through
Friday and pursue sone form of outdoor activity on Saturday and
Sunday; and

WHEREAS, Sporting and recreational activities of all forns
provi de a healthy way to escape hectic lifestyles and spend nore
time with famly and friends; and

WHEREAS, Wth the exception of hunting, the State places no
[imts on sporting activities during the first day of the week,
a day frequently set aside specifically for sports; and

WHEREAS, It has becone statistically evident that
participation in hunting is declining, especially anbng young
peopl e; and

WHEREAS, Young residents of this Commonweal th, including

students fromgrades 7 through 12, are finding it increasingly

difficult to free their schedul es from Monday through Saturday
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to find tinme to hunt; and

WHEREAS, Wor ki ng Pennsyl vani ans fromall vocations routinely
cite lack of tinme as the primary reason they do not participate
in hunting nore frequently; and

WHEREAS, Many Pennsyl vani ans are required by their enpl oyers
to work through all or a portion of the weekend; and

WHEREAS, Expanded hunting, boating and fishing opportunities
woul d enhance the ability of our sportsnen and sportswonmen to
pass down their |ove of the outdoors to the next generation; and

WHEREAS, Many i ndivi dual s have the opportunity to hunt only
on Saturday, and on many Saturdays the weather is inclenent; and

WHEREAS, The sal e of hunting licenses has brought innunerable
benefits to this Cormmonweal th by preserving | and, habitat and
mul ti pl e ganme and nongane species; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th currently allows |imted Sunday
hunting for crow, coyote and fox and hunting on nonconmerci al
regul at ed shooti ng grounds; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania is second only to Texas in the total
nunber of gun owners; and

WHEREAS, Limting Sunday hunting has placed the Commonweal t h
at an econom c di sadvantage in terns of conpeting with
nei ghboring states that all ow Sunday hunting; and

WHEREAS, According to the Congressional Sportsnen's
Foundati on, Pennsyl vania hunters and angl ers had total
expenditures of nmore than $2 billion, providing a ripple effect
on the State econony of $3.89 billion; and

WHEREAS, The economic | oss associated with [imted hunting
through |l ost license fees, lost gas tax, hotel tax and incone
tax revenue and | ost jobs is thought to be staggering but has

never been neasured; and

20040H0927R4 737 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani ans bel i eve that the Commonweal th and the
Pennsyl vani a Gane Conmm ssi on shoul d not inpede a person's
ability to enjoy an activity; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives direct the
Legi sl ati ve Budget and Fi nance Conmittee to study the issue of
sport hunting relating to the econom ¢ advant ages the
Commonweal th could realize if the ban on expanded hunting were
lifted; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
expl ore the econom c inpact of the nore than 600 regul at ed
hunti ng grounds across this Commonweal th and the econom c i npact
of regul ated hunting grounds on other outdoor recreation
facilities in this Conmonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
consi der the inpact of expanded hunting on private | andowners
and exam ne possible renedies for | andowners who woul d excl ude
their land from Sunday hunting; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee,
upon conpletion of its report, nake a public presentation and
make conmttee staff avail abl e, upon request, for public
presentations to the Ganme and Fisheries Conmittee, the Commerce
Committee, the Tourism and Recreational Devel opnent Comrittee
and the Agricultural and Rural Affairs Commttee; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
report to the House of representatives on its activities,
findings and recomendations within 180 days of the adoption of

this resol ution.
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