PRIOR PRINTER'S NOS. 1046, 2449 PRINTER'S No. 2748

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 843 %"

INTRODUCED BY D. MILLER, MIHALEK, BENHAM, SANCHEZ, KINSEY,
PISCIOTTANO, GUENST, KULIK, MATZIE, MARKOSEK, VENKAT,
McANDREW, GERGELY, SALISBURY, DEASY, GILLEN, INNAMORATO,
STRUZZI, MARSHALL, MERCURI, GAYDOS, KAIL, FLEMING, SCIALABBA,
KINKEAD, WENTLING, TAKAC, GREEN, OTTEN, MUSTELLO AND HILL-
EVANS, APRIL 28, 2023

AS AMENDED ON SECOND CONSIDERATION, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
MARCH 19, 2024
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AMENDING TITLE 35 (HEALTH AND SAFETY) OF THE PENNSYLVANIA <--
CONSOLIDATED STATUTES, IN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SERVICES,
PROVIDING FOR COUNTERTERRORISM PLANNING, PREPAREDNESS AND
RESPONSE; IN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE COMPACT,
PROVIDING FOR CONSTRUCTION; AND MAKING REPEALS.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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SECTION 1. TITLE 35 OF THE PENNSYLVANIA CONSOLIDATED

STATUTES IS AMENDED BY ADDING A CHAPTER TO READ:

CHAPTER 72

COUNTERTERRORISM PLANNING, PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE

SUBCHAPTER

A. PRELTMINARY PROVISTONS

B. COUNTERTERRORISM PLANNING, PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE

SUBCHAPTER A
PRELTMINARY PROVISTONS

SEC.
7201. SCOPE OF CHAPTER.
7202. DEFINITIONS.

20230HB0843PN2748 - 19 -
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7203. JOINT STATE GOVERNMENT COMMISSION STUDY.

§ 7201. SCOPE OF CHAPTER.

THTIS CHAPTER RELATES TO COUNTERTERRORISM PLANNING,

PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE.

§ 7202. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS CHAPTER

SHALL HAVE THE MEANTINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE

CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"COMMISSION." THE JOINT STATE GOVERNMENT COMMISSION.

"DISASTER MEDICAL ASSISTANCE TEAM." A COMPLEMENT OF

INDIVIDUALS ORGANIZED IN ACCORDANCE WITH STANDARDS DEVELOPED BY

THE AGENCY AND APPLICABLE FEDERATL AGENCIES TO PROVIDE MEDICAL

SERVICE AT THE SCENE OF DISASTERS AND MASS CASUALTY INCIDENTS.

"DISASTER MORTUARY RESPONSE TEAM." A COMPLEMENT OF

INDIVIDUALS ORGANIZED IN ACCORDANCE WITH STANDARDS DEVELOPED BY

THE AGENCY AND APPLICABLE FEDERAL AGENCIES TO PROVIDE MORTUARY

SERVICE AT THE SCENE OF DISASTERS AND MASS CASUALTY INCIDENTS.

"FEMA." THE FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY.

"LETTER OF AGREEMENT." A WRITTEN AGREEMENT BETWEEN A

REGTIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM TASK FORCE AND A PUBLIC, SEMIPUBLIC,

PRIVATE OR NONPROFIT CORPORATION, BUSINESS, ASSOCIATION,

PARTNERSHTP, AUTHORITY, INDIVIDUAL OR OTHER ENTITY THAT PROVIDES

FOR:

(1) PERSONNEL, EQUIPMENT, SUPPLIES, TRAINING FACILITIES

OR OTHER RESOURCES EITHER DIRECTLY TO OR IN SUPPORT OF THE

TASK FORCE'S SPECIALIZED REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE

TEAM.

(2) WORKERS' COMPENSATION AND DEATH BENEFITS.

(3) MEMBER PARTICIPATION IN TRAINING EXERCISES, DRILLS

AND ACTUAL ACTIVATION AND DEPLOYMENT.

20230HB0843PN2748 - 20 -
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"MUNICIPAL" OR "MUNICIPALITY." A CITY, BOROUGH, INCORPORATED

TOWN, TOWNSHIP OR HOME RULE MUNICIPALITY OF THIS COMMONWEALTH.

"MUTUAL AID." A COUNTY'S, MUNICIPALITY'S OR VOLUNTEER

SERVICE ORGANTIZATION'S AFFIRMATIVE ACT OF SENDING ITS PERSONNEL,

EQUIPMENT OR RESOURCES TO THE SCENE OF AN ACTUAL OR POTENTIAL

DISASTER, WHETHER INSIDE OR OUTSIDE THE BOUNDARIES OF THIS

COMMONWEALTH, IN RESPONSE TO AN OFFICIAL DISPATCH REQUEST FROM A

COUNTY 911 COMMUNICATIONS CENTER, COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

AGENCY OR THE STATE EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER.

"MUTUAL ATD AGREEMENT." A WRITTEN AGREEMENT BETWEEN A

REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM TASK FORCE AND A COUNTY, MUNICIPALITY

OR VOLUNTEER SERVICE ORGANIZATION THAT PROVIDES FOR:

(1) THE COUNTY, MUNICTPALITY OR VOLUNTEER SERVICE

ORGANIZATION TO PROVIDE PERSONNEL, EQUIPMENT OR OTHER

RESOURCES IN RESPONSE TO AN ACTUAL OR POTENTIAL DISASTER.

(2) WORKERS' COMPENSATION AND DEATH BENEFITS.

(3) MEMBER PARTICIPATION IN TRAINING EXERCISES, DRILLS

AND ACTUAL ACTIVATION AND DEPLOYMENT.

"NIMS." THE NATIONAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM.
"PEMA." THE PENNSYIVANIA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY.
"REGIONATL COUNTERTERRORISM TASK FORCE." A COMPLEMENT OF

FEDERAL, STATE, COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT,

HEATLTH, LAW ENFORCEMENT, PUBLIC SAFETY AND OTHER OFFICIALS AND

REPRESENTATIVES FROM VOLUNTEER SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS, PRIVATE

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY, HOSPITALS AND MEDICAL CARE FACILITIES AND

OTHER ENTITIES WITHIN A MULTICOUNTY AREA AS DETERMINED BY THE

AGENCY THAT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR CONDUCTING COUNTERTERRORISM

PLANNING, TRATINING PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE ACTIVITIES.

"SPECIATTZED REGIONATL COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE TEAM." AS

FOLLOWS :

20230HB0843PN2748 - 21 -
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(1) A COMPLEMENT OF INDIVIDUALS ESTABLISHED BY A

REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM TASK FORCE AND ORGANIZED IN

ACCORDANCE WITH STANDARDS DEVELOPED BY THE AGENCY IN

ACCORDANCE WITH APPLTCABLE FEDERAT OR STATE GUIDELINES TO

RESPOND TO EMERGENCIES INVOLVING AN ACTUAL OR POTENTIATL

DISASTER.

(2) THE TERM INCLUDES A DISASTER MEDICAL ASSISTANCE TEAM

AND DISASTER MORTUARY RESPONSE TEAM.

"SPECIALIZED STATEWIDE RESPONSE TEAM." AS FOLLOWS:

(1) A COMPLEMENT OF INDIVIDUALS ORGANIZED BY THE

COMMONWEALTH TO PROVIDE SPECIALIZED PERSONNEL, EQUIPMENT AND

OTHER SUPPORT CAPABTILITIES TN RESPONSE TO AN ACTUAL OR

POTENTTIAT DISASTER IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(2) THE TERM INCLUDES A DISASTER MEDICAL ASSISTANCE TEAM

AND DISASTER MORTUARY RESPONSE TEAM.

"SPONSORING AGENCY." A MUNICIPALITY, COUNTY OR VOLUNTEER

SERVICE ORGANIZATION THAT HAS AN AGREEMENT WITH THE AGENCY TO BE

THE SPONSOR OF AN URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE TEAM OR

SPECIALTIZED REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE TEAM.

"URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE TEAM." A MULTIDISCIPLINED

COMPLEMENT OF TINDIVIDUALS ORGANIZED BY THE AGENCY TN ACCORDANCE

WITH STANDARDS DEVELOPED BY THE AGENCY AND FEMA, CONSISTENT WITH

NIMS GUIDELINES, TO PROVIDE EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND SEARCH AND

RESCUE CAPABILITIES AND RESOURCES AT THE SCENE OF A DISASTER.

"VOLUNTEER SERVICE ORGANIZATION." A VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY,

VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE OR MEDICAL COMPANY, VOLUNTEER RESCUE SQUAD

OR ANY OTHER VOLUNTEER ENTITY ORGANIZED AND CHARTERED OR

INCORPORATED TN THTS COMMONWEALTH OR CHARTERED BY THE CONGRESS

OF THE UNITED STATES FOR THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF PROVIDING

EMERGENCY SERVICES AS DEFINED IN SECTION 7102 (RELATING TO

20230HB0843PN2748 - 22 -
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DEFINITTIONS) .

§ 7203. JOINT STATE GOVERNMENT COMMISSION STUDY.

(A) DUTY.--THE COMMISSTION SHALL CONDUCT A COMPREHENSIVE

STUDY AND ASSESSMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH'S URBAN SEARCH AND

RESCUE CAPABTILITIES.

(B) ADVISORY BOARD.--THE COMMISSION SHALL ESTABLISH AN

ADVISORY BOARD TO CONDUCT THE STUDY UNDER THIS SECTION. THE

BOARD SHALL CONSIST OF THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OR THEIR DESIGNEE:

(1) THE DIRECTOR OF PEMA.

(2) THE ADJUTANT GENERAL.

(3) THE STATE FIRE COMMISSIONER.

(4) THE COMMISSTONER OF PENNSYLVANIA STATE POLICE.

(5) THE SECRETARY OF CONSERVATTON AND NATURAL RESOURCES.

(6) THE SECRETARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTTION.

(7) THE SECRETARY OF HEATLTH.

(8) THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION.

(9) THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE PENNSYLVANIA FISH AND

BOAT COMMISSION.

(10) THE COMMANDER OF THE PENNSYILVANIA CIVIL ATR PATROL.

(11) THE FEMA REGION 3 ADMINISTRATOR OR A DESIGNEE.

(12) THE PRESTDENT, OR A DESIGNEE OF THE PRESTDENT, OF

THE INTERNATTIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIRE FIGHTERS IN A FIRE

COMPANY IN A CITY THAT IS A SPONSORING AGENCY UNDER SECTION

7386 (A) (1) (V) (A) (RELATING TO STATE FIRE ADVISORY BOARD).

(13) THE PRESIDENT, OR A DESIGNEE OF THE PRESIDENT, OF

THE INTERNATTIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIRE FIGHTERS IN A FIRE

COMPANY IN A CITY OF THE FIRST CLASS.

(14) ONE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR EACH FROM

WESTERN, EASTERN AND CENTRAT PENNSYLVANTA.

(15) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PENNSYILVANTA ASSOCIATION OF

20230HB0843PN2748 - 23 -



1 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TECHNICIANS.

2 (16) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PENNSYLVANTA STATE

3 ASSOCIATION OF BOROUGHS.

4 (17) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE

5 PENNSYLVANIA STATE ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS.

6 (18) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE MUNICIPAL LEAGUE.

7 (19) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE

8 PENNSYLVANTIA STATE ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIP COMMISSIONERS.

9 (20) THE SPONSORING AGENCY CHIEF OR A DESIGNEE OF

10 PENNSYILVANTA TASK FORCE 1.

11 (21) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PENNSYLVANTA FIRE ADVISORY
12 BOARD.

13 (22) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PENNSYILVANIA CAREER FIRE
14 CHIEFS ASSOCIATION.

15 (23) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE PENNSYILVANTIA FIRE AND

16 EMERGENCY SERVICES INSTITUTE.
17 (24) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION OF
18 PENNSYLVANIA.
19 (25) THE EXECUTIVE BOARD CHATRPERSON OR A DESIGNEE OF
20 EACH OF THE REGIONAL TASK FORCES.
21 (26) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
22 ASSOCIATION OF PENNSYLVANTIA.
23 (27) THE PRESIDENT, OR A DESIGNEE OF THE PRESIDENT, FROM
24 THE PENNSYLVANIA PROFESSIONAL FIREFTIGHTERS ASSOCIATION.
25 (C) CONDUCT AND ASSESSMENT.--THE COMMISSION SHALL:
26 (1) CONDUCT THE STUDY BY REVIEWING THE FOLLOWING:
27 (1) IN CONSULTATION WITH PEMA, THE OVERALL EMERGENCY
28 RESPONSE SYSTEM PLAN FOR THIS COMMONWEALTH IN ACCORDANCE
29 WITH NIMS STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES.
30 (IT) THE CURRENT CAPABTILITIES OF PENNSYLVANIA TASK

20230HB0843PN2748 - 24 -
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FORCE 1, THE PENNSYLVANTIA NATIONAL GUARD CBRN ENHANCED

RESPONSE FORCE PACKAGE (CERF-P) AND CIVIL SUPPORT TEAM

(CST) AND THE COMMONWEALTH'S REGIONAL TASK FORCES RELATED

TO EXTRACTION FROM DAMAGED OR COLLAPSED STRUCTURES IN

THTS COMMONWEALTH.

(ITT) THE STATUS OF PROTOCOLS AND CAPABILITIES OF

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES CARE PROVIDED BY AND TO URBAN

RESCUE AND RESPONSE TEAMS FOR ENTRAPPED SURVIVORS, URBAN

RESCUE AND RESPONSE TEAM PERSONNEL AND OTHERS. THE

ASSESSMENT SHALL INCLUDE PHYSTICAL, VISUAL AND AUDIO

SEARCH CAPABILITIES.

(IV) THE RECONNATSSANCE CAPABTILITIES OF PENNSYLVANIA

TASK FORCE 1, THE PENNSYLVANIA NATIONAL GUARD CBRN

ENHANCED RESPONSE FORCE PACKAGE (CERF-P) AND CIVIL

SUPPORT TEAM (CST) AND THE COMMONWEALTH'S REGIONAL TASK

FORCES REGARDING DAMAGE ASSESSMENT, MISSION READINESS AND

RESOURCE NEEDS.

(V) PEMA'S PROTOCOLS AND COMMUNICATIONS CAPABILITIES

AMONG PENNSYLVANIA TASK FORCE 1, THIS COMMONWEALTH'S

REGIONAL TASK FORCES AND LOCAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE

PERSONNETL, SUCH AS FIRE COMPANIES, EMS AGENCIES AND STATE

AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT, AS WELL AS FEDERAL, STATE AND

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS REGARDING THEIR EMERGENCY OPERATTIONS.

(VI) THE CURRENT PROTOCOLS, CAPABILITIES OR NEEDS

FOR HAZARDOUS MATERIAL SURVEYS, EXTRACTION AND CLEANUP.

(VIT) THE CAPABILITIES REGARDING STRUCTURAL

STABILIZATION AS WELL AS SHORING AND CRIBBING OPERATIONS

TO DAMAGED BUILDINGS OF PENNSYLVANIA TASK FORCE 1, THE

PENNSYLVANTA NATTONAL GUARD CBRN ENHANCED RESPONSE FORCE

PACKAGE (CERF-P) AND CIVIL SUPPORT TEAM (CST) AND THIS
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COMMONWEALTH'S REGIONAL TASK FORCES.

(2) REVIEW, ASSESS, INVENTORY AND CATALOG URBAN SEARCH

AND RESCUE EQUIPMENT POSSESSED BY PENNSYILVANTIA TASK FORCE 1,

THE PENNSYLVANTA NATTONAL GUARD CBRN ENHANCED RESPONSE FORCE

PACKAGE (CERF-P) AND EACH URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM OF A

REGIONAL TASK FORCE IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(3) CONDUCT A MONETARY ASSESSMENT TO IDENTIFY AND

QUANTIFEY EXTISTING FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL FUNDING RESOURCES

AND THE FUNDING IMPACTS OF PENNSYLVANTIA TASK FORCE 1 AND THE

REGIONAT, TASK FORCE SYSTEM, AS WELL AS THE SHORT-TERM AND

LONG-TERM FUNDING IMPACT OF CREATING AN ADDITIONAL NIMS-TYPED

URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESOURCE TN THTS COMMONWEATLTH.

(D) URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE.--THE COMMISSION SHALL EXAMINE

EACH OF THE COMPONENT PARTS OF THE URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE

SYSTEM IN THIS COMMONWEALTH, INCLUDING PENNSYLVANTIA TASK FORCE

1, THE NATIONAL GUARD CBRN ENHANCED RESPONSE FORCE PACKAGE

(CERF-P) AND REGIONAL TASK FORCE URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE AND

SPECIALTZED REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE TEAMS, ACCORDING

TO THE APPLICABLE STANDARD-SETTING ORGANIZATIONS OF EACH

RESPECTIVE TEAM, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE NATTIONAL

URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE SYSTEM, THE NATIONAL FIRE

PROTECTION ASSOCIATION (NFPA) AND STANDARDS DEVELOPED BY THE

NATTIONAL GUARD BUREAU. THE COMMISSION SHALL EXAMINE THE

CAPABILITY OF THE CURRENT URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE SYSTEM IN THIS

COMMONWEALTH TO PROVIDE THE NEEDED CAPABILITIES IN ACCORDANCE

WITH THE COMMONWEALTH'S CURRENT HAZARD/RISK PROFTILE AND THE

CAPABILITIES IDENTIFTIED IN EACH REGIONAL TASK FORCE THREAT AND

HAZARD TIDENTIFTICATION AND RISK ASSESSMENT (THIRA).

(E) REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS.--IN DEVELOPING A REPORT AS

REQUIRED UNDER THIS SECTION, THE COMMISSION SHALL TDENTIFEY GAPS
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IN THE SYSTEM AND DEVELOP RECOMMENDATIONS TO ADDRESS THE GAPS.

THE INFORMATION SHALL INCLUDE THE IDENTIFICATION OF RESOURCES

NECESSARY TO ADDRESS GAPS AND SHALL INCLUDE THE IDENTIFICATION

OF AREAS OR REGIONS IN THIS COMMONWEATLTH THAT TLACK RESOURCES TO

RESPOND TO EMERGENCIES REQUIRING URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE

CAPABTILITY TN ACCORDANCE WITH THETR HAZARD PROFILE TIDENTIFTED TN

THE REGIONATL TASK FORCE THREAT AND HAZARD IDENTIFTCATION AND

RISK ASSESSMENT (THIRA).

(F) TIME.--THE COMMISSION SHALL SUBMIT TO THE GENERAL

ASSEMBLY A REPORT OF ITS EFINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS BY

NOVEMBER 30, 2024, OR 180 DAYS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS

SUBSECTTION, WHICHEVER TS TATER.

SUBCHAPTER B

COUNTERTERRORISM PLANNING, PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE

7211. COUNTERTERRORISM PLANNING, PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE

PROGRAM.

7212. REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM TASK FORCES.

7213. REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE AND PREPAREDNESS.

7214. URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE TEAMS.

7215. SPECIALIZED STATEWIDE RESPONSE TEAMS.

7216. GRANT PROGRAM.

7217. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.

7218. COMMONWEALTH INDEMNIFICATION.

§ 7211. COUNTERTERRORISM PLANNING, PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE

PROGRAM.

(A) COORDINATION AND CONSULTATION.--THE AGENCY SHALL

COORDINATE AND CONSULT WITH OTHER STATE AGENCIES, DEPARTMENTS

AND OFFICES, TINCLUDING THE OFFICE OF HOMELAND SECURITY OF THE

COMMONWEALTH, TO ESTABLISH, DEVELOP AND MATNTAIN A
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COUNTERTERRORISM PLANNING, PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE PROGRAM TO

PROMOTE. _AND PROTECT THE HEATTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE OF EMERGENCY

RESPONDERS, PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC FROM ACTUAL

OR POTENTTIAT, DISASTERS TN THIS COMMONWEATLTH.

(B) AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES.--THE AGENCY SHATT:

(1) DEFINE THE NECESSARY COMPONENTS AND COMPOSITION OF

REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM TASK FORCES AND SPECIALIZED

REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE TEAMS AND THE RESPECTIVE

REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM ZONES FOR EACH, BUT SHALL NOT BE

RESPONSIBLE FOR APPOINTING INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS TO THE REGIONAL

COUNTERTERRORISM TASK FORCES OR THE SPECIALIZED REGIONAL

COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE TEAMS.

(2) PROVIDE TRATINING AND TECHNICAT ASSISTANCE FOR

COUNTERTERRORISM PLANNING, PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE.

(3) FESTABLISH GUIDELINES AND POLICIES TO COORDINATE

EMERGENCY RESPONSE ACTIVITIES WITH FEDERAL, STATE, COUNTY AND

MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, HEALTH, LAW ENFORCEMENT,

PUBLIC SAFETY AND OTHER OFFICIALS AND REPRESENTATIVES FROM

VOLUNTEER SERVICE ORGANIZATTIONS, PRIVATE BUSINESS AND

INDUSTRY, HOSPITALS AND MEDICAL CARE FACTILTITIES AND OTHER

ENTITIES RESPONSIBLE FOR THE HEATTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE OF

THE RESIDENTS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH. THE AGENCY SHALL CONSULT

WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM TASK

FORCES TO DEVELOP SUCH POLICIES AND GUIDELINES NECESSARY TO

CARRY OUT THIS CHAPTER.

(4) REQUIRE THE REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM TASK FORCES TO

PREPARE COUNTERTERRORISM EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLANS OR

PROTOCOLS, READINESS EVALUATION REPORTS OR OTHER DOCUMENTS

DEEMED NECESSARY BY THE AGENCY.

(5) PROVIDE GRANTS AND OTHER FUNDING ASSISTANCE AS
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REQUIRED BY THIS CHAPTER.

(6) CONDUCT TERRORIST INCIDENT EXERCISES.

(7) PROVIDE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO REGIONAL

COUNTERTERRORISM TASK FORCES TN DEVELOPING AND ENTERING INTO

MUTUAL ATD AGREEMENTS AND LETTERS OF AGREEMENT.

(8) FESTABLISH A CERTIFICATION PROGRAM FOR SPECIALTZED

REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE TEAMS THAT MAY INCLUDE

STANDARDS FOR THE ADMINISTRATION, COMPOSITION, TRATNING AND

EQUIPPING OF THE TEAMS.

§ 7212. REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM TASK FORCES.

(A) FESTABLISHMENT.-—-THE AGENCY, IN COORDINATTION WITH STATE,

COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, HFEATTH, LAW

ENFORCEMENT, PUBLIC SAFETY AND OTHER OFFICIALS AND

REPRESENTATIVES FROM VOLUNTEER SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS, PRIVATE

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY, HOSPITALS AND MEDICAL CARE FACILITIES AND

OTHER ENTITIES RESPONSTIBLE FOR THE HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE OF

THE RESIDENTS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH, SHALL ESTABLISH REGIONAL

COUNTERTERRORISM TASK FORCES THROUGHOUT THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(B) RESPONSE PLANS.--A REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM TASK FORCE

SHATT PREPARE A COUNTERTERRORTISM PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE PLAN

IN ACCORDANCE WITH GUIDELINES DEVELOPED BY THE AGENCY. THE

AGENCY SHATL REVIEW AND APPROVE EACH PLAN IN A TIMELY MANNER,

BUT NO LATER THAN 90 DAYS AFTER ITS SUBMISSION TO THE AGENCY.

THE TASK FORCE SHALL REVIEW AND UPDATE THE PLAN ON AN ANNUAL

BASIS. A TASK FORCE THAT DOES NOT HAVE AN APPROVED PLAN SHALL BE

SUSPENDED FROM A GRANT OR FUNDING PROGRAM.

(C) MEETINGS.--REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM TASK FORCE MEETINGS

THAT ARE CALLED TO DISCUSS SENSITIVE OR CLASSTIFIED LAW

ENFORCEMENT, TERRORIST THREAT ASSESSMENT OR OTHER CONFIDENTTAL

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE FACILITY SAFETY TNFORMATION SHATLT NOT BE
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DEEMED A PUBLIC RECORD SUBJECT TO DISCLOSURE UNDER 65 PA.C.S.

CH. 7 (RELATING TO OPEN MEETINGS) .

§ 7213. REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE AND PREPAREDNESS.

(A) SPECTIATLTIZED REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORTISM RESPONSE TEAMS.--A

REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM TASK FORCE SHATLT ESTABLISH SPECIALTIZED

REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE TEAMS.

(B) REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE ZONES.--THE AGENCY

SHALL ESTABLISH PRIMARY AND SECONDARY REGIONAL RESPONSE ZONES

WITHIN THIS COMMONWEALTH FOR SPECIALIZED REGIONAL

COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE TEAMS. THE REGIONAL RESPONSE ZONES MAY

CONSIST OF MULTIPLE COUNTIES OR PORTIONS OF SEVERAL ADJOINING

COUNTIES AS DETERMINED BY THE AGENCY.

(C) ACTIVATION AND DEPLOYMENT.--A SPECIATLTZED REGIONAL

COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE TEAM MAY BE ACTIVATED AND DEPLOYED BY

THE GOVERNOR, THE GOVERNOR'S DESIGNEE OR AN OFFICIAL DESIGNATED

BY THE APPROPRIATE REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM TASK FORCE.

§ 7214. URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE TEAMS.

(A) ESTABLISHMENT.-—-—

(1) THE AGENCY SHALL ESTABLISH URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE

RESPONSE TEAMS THROUGHOUT THIS COMMONWEATLTH TO RESPOND TO

NATURAL AND HUMAN-CAUSED DISASTERS AND OTHER EMERGENCIES AS

DEEMED NECESSARY BY THE AGENCY, INCLUDING:

(I) AT LEAST ONE URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE

TEAM THAT:

(A) IS WITHIN A REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM TASK

FORCE COVERING A COUNTY OF THE FIRST CLASS PURSUANT

TO A LETTER OF AGREEMENT WITH A SPONSORING AGENCY;

AND

(B) MEETS OR EXCEEDS THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS OF

A TYPE 1 URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE TASK FORCE AS
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DEFINED BY FEMA IN THE RESOURCE-TYPTING DEFINITTION

CONTAINED IN THE NIMS GUIDELINES, DOCUMENT

IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 8-508-1262, PUBLISHED IN

SEPTEMBER 2020. THE AGENCY WILL CERTIFY WHETHER THE

URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE TEAM MEETS THESE

CRITERIA.

(IT) AT LEAST ONE URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE

TEAM THAT:

(A) IS WITHIN A REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM TASK

FORCE COVERING A COUNTY OF THE SECOND CLASS; AND

(B) BY JANUARY 1, 2026, OR 18 MONTHS AFTER THE

AGENCY ENTERS TINTO A LETTER OF AGREEMENT WITH A

SPONSORING AGENCY, WHICHEVER IS TATER, MEETS OR

EXCEEDS THE MINTMUM REQUIREMENTS OF A TYPE 3 URBAN

SEARCH AND RESCUE TASK FORCE AS DEFINED BY FEMA IN

THE RESOURCE-TYPING DEFINITION CONTAINED IN THE NIMS

GUIDELINES, DOCUMENT IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 8-508-

1262, PUBLISHED IN SEPTEMBER 2020. THE AGENCY WILL

CERTIFY WHETHER THE URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE

TEAM MEETS THESE CRITERTA.

(2) THE PROVISIONS OF PARAGRAPH (1) (I) MAY BE SATISFIED

BY THE OPERATION OF AN URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE TEAM

ESTABLTISHED BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT THAT HAS A TLETTER OF

AGREEMENT WITH THE AGENCY TO RESPOND TO INCIDENTS WITHIN THIS

COMMONWEALTH.

(B) SUPPORT.--THE URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE TEAMS

SHALL ALSO PROVIDE PROFESSIONAL, LOGISTICAL, MATERIAL AND OTHER

FORMS OF SUPPORT TO REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM TASK FORCES AND

SPECTIATLTZED REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORTISM RESPONSE TEAMS.

(C) ORGANTZATION.--AN URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE TEAM

20230HB0843PN2748 - 31 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

SHALL BE ORGANIZED IN ACCORDANCE WITH GUIDELINES DEVELOPED BY

THE AGENCY IN COORDINATION WITH FEMA AND MEMBERS OF THE TASK

FORCE.

(D) RESPONSIBILITIES.--AN URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE

TEAM SHATLL RESPOND TO ACTUAL OR POTENTTIAT, DISASTERS IN THIS

COMMONWEALTH AND SHALL ALSO PERFORM SEARCH AND RESCUE FUNCTIONS

AS DELINEATED TN THE ROBERT T. STAFFORD DISASTER RELTEF AND

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE ACT (PUBLIC LAW 93-288, 42 U.S.C. § 5121 ET

SEQ.), THE FEDERAL RESPONSE PLAN OR TITS SUCCESSOR, EMERGENCY

MANAGEMENT ASSTISTANCE COMPACT MISSTIONS UNDER CHAPTER 76

(RELATING TO EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE COMPACT), AS

REQUESTED, AND THE COUNTERTERRORISM PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE

PLANS CREATED TN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS CHAPTER.

(F) ACTIVATION AND DEPLOYMENT.--

(1) AN URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE TEAM OR ANY OF

ITS COMPONENTS, SUBGROUPS OR REGIONAL ELEMENTS MAY ONLY BE

ACTIVATED AND DEPLOYED TO THE SCENE OF A DISASTER IN

ACCORDANCE WITH POLICIES AND COST PRINCIPLES PROMULGATED BY

THE AGENCY.

(2) DURING AN ACTIVATTION AND DEPTLOYMENT AS THE RESULT OF

A GOVERNOR'S DECLARATION OF A DISASTER EMERGENCY, THE

ADMINISTRATIVE AND OPERATIONAL COSTS OF THE RESPONSE TEAM,

ITS TINDIVIDUAL MEMBERS AND THETR EMPTLOYERS, STATE AGENCIES

AND OTHER PARTIES SHALL BE PATD UNDER THE GOVERNOR'S

DECLARATION OF DISASTER EMERGENCY, INCLUDING PAYING OR

REIMBURSING ANY PARTTIES FOR WORKERS' COMPENSATION AND DEATH

BENEFITS IN THE EVENT OF INJURY OR DEATH OF AN URBAN SEARCH

AND RESCUE RESPONSE TEAM MEMBER.

(F) WORKERS' COMPENSATION AND DEATH BENEFITS.--A MEMBER OF

AN URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE TEAM SHALL BE ELIGIBLE TO
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RECEIVE WORKERS' COMPENSATION AND DEATH BENEFITS IN THE EVENT OF

INJURY OR DEATH THAT OCCURS DURING THE PERIOD OF ACTIVATION OR

DEPLOYMENT.

(G) FUNDING, GRANTS AND DONATIONS.--TN ADDITION TO MONEY

THAT IS PROVIDED TO A TASK FORCE UNDER SECTION 7216 (RELATING TO

GRANT PROGRAM) OR THE AUTHORITY OF SECTION 1508 OF THE ACT OF

APRIL 9, 1929 (P.L.343, NO.176), KNOWN AS THE FISCAL CODE, THE

URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE TEAM MAY BE ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE

GRANTS, DONATIONS OF EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLTIES AND OTHER FUNDS FROM

ANY SOURCE.

§ 7215. SPECIALTIZED STATEWIDE RESPONSE TEAMS.

(A) ESTABLTISHMENT.--THE COMMONWEALTH MAY ESTABLISH ONE OR

MORE SPECIALIZED STATEWIDE RESPONSE TEAMS. THESE SPECIALTIZED

STATEWIDE RESPONSE TEAMS SHALL ALSO PROVIDE PROFESSIONAL,

LOGISTICAL, MATERIAL AND OTHER FORMS OF SUPPORT TO THE REGIONAL

COUNTERTERRORISM TASK FORCES AND SPECIALIZED REGIONAL

COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE TEAMS ORGANIZED IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(B) ORGANIZATTION AND RESPONSIBILITIES.--SPECIALIZED

STATEWIDE RESPONSE TEAMS SHALL BE ORGANIZED IN ACCORDANCE WITH

GUIDELINES DEVELOPED BY THE COMMONWEALTH TN CONSULTATTION WITH

APPT.TCABLE FEDERAL OR STATE AGENCIES.

(C) ACTIVATION.--SPECIALTZED STATEWIDE RESPONSE TEAMS MAY

ONLY BE ACTIVATED AND DEPLOYED TO THE SCENE OF A DISASTER IN

ACCORDANCE WITH POLICIES DEVELOPED BY THE AGENCY.

§ 7216. GRANT PROGRAM.

(A) AUTHORIZATION.--THE AGENCY MAY MAKE GRANTS TO REGIONAL

COUNTERTERRORISM TASK FORCES, SPECIALIZED REGIONAL

COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE TEAMS, SPECIALTIZED STATEWIDE RESPONSE

TEAMS AND URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE TEAMS TO ASSIST THEM

IN CARRYING OUT THIS CHAPTER, INCLUDING ENTERING INTO LETTERS OF
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AGREEMENT OR MUTUAL ATID AGREEMENTS OR PROVIDING MUTUAL ATD.

(B) GRANTS AND FUNDING.--REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM TASK

FORCES, SPECIALIZED REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE TEAMS,

SPECIATLTZED STATEWIDE RESPONSE TEAMS AND URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE

RESPONSE TEAMS MAY RECEIVE GRANTS AND FUNDING FROM THE FEDERAL

GOVERNMENT AND THE COMMONWEALTH THROUGH APPLICATION TO THE

AGENCY OR OTHER ENTITY PROVIDING GRANTS OR FUNDING FOR THE

PURPOSES OF THIS CHAPTER.

(C) TLIMITATION.--GRANTS SHALL ONLY BE MADE BY THE AGENCY TO

THE EXTENT THAT FUNDING IS AVAILABLE.

§ 7217. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.

(A) IMMUNITY FROM LIABILITY.--THE PROVISTIONS OF 42 PA.C.S. §

8331 (RELATING TO MEDICAL GOOD SAMARITAN CIVIT IMMUNITY), 8332

(RELATING TO EMERGENCY RESPONSE PROVIDER AND BYSTANDER GOOD

SAMARITAN CIVIL IMMUNITY) OR 8332.4 (RELATING TO VOLUNTEER-TIN-

PUBLIC-SERVICE NEGLIGENCE STANDARD) SHALL APPLY TO A MEMBER OF A

SPECIALTZED REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE TEAM, AN URBAN

SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE TEAM OR A SPECIALIZED STATEWIDE

RESPONSE TEAM AND AN INDIVIDUAL WHO PROVIDES LOGISTICAL,

MATERTATL OR OTHER FORMS OF EMERGENCY RESPONSE SUPPORT TO A TEAM

OR TASK FORCE DURING ACTIVATION OR DEPLOYMENT OF A TEAM OR TASK

FORCE TO A POTENTIAL OR ACTUAL DISASTER OR WHILE ENGAGED IN A

TASK FORCE OR TEAM DRILL OR TRAINING EXERCISE.

(B) EFFECT ON WORKERS' COMPENSATION PREMIUMS.--NOTHING IN

THIS CHAPTER SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO PERMIT AN INSURER TO RATISE

WORKERS' COMPENSATION PREMIUMS DUE TO THE PARTICTIPATION OR

MEMBERSHTIP OF A COUNTY, MUNICIPALTTY, VOLUNTEER SERVICE

ORGANIZATION, INDIVIDUAL OR EMPTLOYER ON A REGIONAL

COUNTERTERRORISM TASK FORCE, SPECIALIZED REGIONAL

COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE TEAM, SPECIALIZED STATEWIDE RESPONSE
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TEAM OR URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE TEAM.

§ 7218. COMMONWEALTH INDEMNIFICATION.

THE COMMONWEALTH SHALL INDEMNIEFY A COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY FOR

COSTS RETLATED TO DAMAGED COUNTY OR MUNICIPATL PROPERTY THAT

RESULTS FROM PARTICIPATION TN A REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM TASK

FORCE, SPECIALIZED REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE TEAM OR

SPECIALTZED STATEWIDE RESPONSE TEAM RESPONSE ONLY WHEN ALL OF

THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS ARE MET:

(1) THE COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY IS RESPONDING UPON

ACTIVATION OR DEPLOYMENT BY THE GOVERNOR.

(2) THE DAMAGE TO COUNTY OR MUNICIPAL PROPERTY OCCURS

OUTSIDE OF THE PRIMARY REGIONAL COUNTERTERRORTISM RESPONSE

ZONE .

(3) THE COUNTY'S OR MUNICIPALITY'S TINSURANCE DOES NOT

COVER THE PROPERTY DAMAGE.

(4) THE PROPERTY DAMAGE WAS NOT CAUSED BY THE WILLFUL

MISCONDUCT OF THE COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY OF TITS

EMPLOYEES OR AGENTS.

SECTION 2. TITLE 35 IS AMENDED BY ADDING A SECTION TO READ:

§ 7605. CONSTRUCTION.

FOR PURPOSES OF ARTICLE VI OF THE COMPACT, THE TERM "QOFFICERS

OR EMPIOYEES OF A PARTY STATE" SHATL BE CONSTRUED TO INCLUDE

URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE TEAMS AS DEFINED TN SECTION

7202 (RELATING TO DEFINITIONS) THAT ARE ASSETS OF THE FEDERAL

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY OR PENNSYLVANIA EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

AGENCY AND THE COMPONENTS, SUBGROUPS AND REGIONAL ELEMENTS OF

THE TASK FORCES BASED IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

SECTION 3. REPEALS ARE AS FOLLOWS:
(1) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FINDS THAT THE REPEALS UNDER

PARAGRAPHS (2) AND (3) ARE NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE THE
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ADDITION OF 35 PA.C.S. CH. 72.

(2) THE DEFINITIONS, EXCLUDING THE DEFINITIONS OF
"DEPARTMENT" AND "LOCAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT," IN SECTION 102 OF
THE ACT OF DECEMBER 16, 2002 (P.L.1967, NO.227), KNOWN AS THE
COUNTERTERRORISM PLANNING, PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE ACT, ARE
REPEALED.

(3) CHAPTER 2 OF THE COUNTERTERRORISM PLANNING,
PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE ACT, IS REPEALED.

SECTION 4. THE ADDITION OF 35 PA.C.S. CH. 72 IS A

CONTINUATION OF CHAPTER 2 OF THE ACT OF DECEMBER 16, 2002
(P.L.1967, NO.227), KNOWN AS THE COUNTERTERRORISM PLANNING,

PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE ACT. THE FOLLOWING APPLY:

(1) EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN 35 PA.C.S. CH. 72,
ALL ACTIVITIES INITIATED UNDER CHAPTER 2 OF THE
COUNTERTERRORISM PLANNING, PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE ACT,
SHALL CONTINUE AND REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT AND MAY BE
COMPLETED UNDER 35 PA.C.S. CH. 72. ORDERS, REGULATIONS, RULES
AND DECISIONS WHICH WERE MADE UNDER CHAPTER 2 OF THE
COUNTERTERRORISM PLANNING, PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE ACT AND
WHICH ARE IN EFFECT ON THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION
SHALL REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT UNTIL REVOKED, VACATED
OR MODIFIED UNDER 35 PA.C.S. CH. 72. CONTRACTS, OBLIGATIONS
AND COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENTS ENTERED INTO UNDER
CHAPTER 2 OF THE COUNTERTERRORISM PLANNING, PREPAREDNESS AND
RESPONSE ACT ARE NOT AFFECTED NOR IMPAIRED BY THE REPEAL OF
CHAPTER 2 OF THE COUNTERTERRORISM PLANNING, PREPAREDNESS AND
RESPONSE ACT.

(2) EXCEPT AS SPECIFIED IN PARAGRAPH (3), ANY DIFFERENCE
IN LANGUAGE BETWEEN 35 PA.C.S. CH. 72 AND CHAPTER 2 OF THE

COUNTERTERRORISM PLANNING, PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE ACT IS
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INTENDED ONLY TO CONFORM TO THE STYLE OF THE PENNSYLVANIA
CONSOLIDATED STATUTES AND IS NOT INTENDED TO CHANGE OR AFFECT
THE LEGISLATIVE INTENT, JUDICIAL CONSTRUCTION OR
ADMINISTRATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF CHAPTER 2 OF THE
COUNTERTERRORISM PLANNING, PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE ACT.
(3) PARAGRAPH (2) DOES NOT APPLY TO THE ADDITION OF THE
FOLLOWING PROVISIONS:
(I) THE DEFINITIONS OF "COMMISSION," "DISASTER
MORTUARY RESPONSE TEAM," "LETTER OF AGREEMENT," "MUTUAL
AID AGREEMENT," "NIMS," "PEMA," "SPECIALIZED REGIONAL
COUNTERTERRORISM RESPONSE TEAM," "SPONSORING AGENCY" AND
"URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE RESPONSE TEAM" IN 35 PA.C.S. §
7202.
(I1) 35 PA.C.S. § 7203.
(ITI) 35 PA.C.S. § 7212 (B).
(IV) 35 PA.C.S. § 7213(C).
(V) 35 PA.C.S. § 7214(An), (B), (D), (E) AND (G).
(VI) 35 PA.C.S. § 7215(A) AND (C).

SECTION 5. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 60 DAYS.
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