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A RESOLUTI ON

Supporting di abetic insurance coverage.

WHEREAS, Di abetes is a disease that affects the body's
ability to produce or respond to insulin and is the sixth-
| eadi ng cause of death and fifth-Ieadi ng cause of death by
di sease in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Di abetes is a disease with serious conplications,
i ncludi ng blindness, kidney disease, anputations, heart attack
and stroke, and has no cure; and

WHEREAS, Approximately 2.3 mllion or 10.8% of all African
Aneri cans have di abetes, and one-third of them do not know it;
and

WHEREAS, African Anmericans are 1.7 tines nore |likely to have
di abet es than non-H spani ¢ whites and 25% of African Anericans
bet ween the ages of 65 and 74 have di abetes; and

WHEREAS, One in four African-Anerican wonen over 55 years of
age has di abetes, and African Americans are twice as likely to

suffer from di abetes-rel ated blindness; and
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WHEREAS, Di abetes is the nost frequent cause of nontraumatic
| ower linb anputations, and anong people with di abetes, African
Americans are 1.5 to 2.5 times nore likely to suffer froml ower
limb anmput ations; and

WHEREAS, Ten to twenty-one percent of all people with
di abet es devel op ki dney di sease and African Anericans wth
di abetes are 2.6 to 5.6 tinmes nore likely to suffer from ki dney
di sease (end-stage renal disease) each year; and

WHEREAS, Ninety to ninety-five percent of African Anmericans
wi th di abetes have type 2, which is preventable, and two main
risk factors increase the chance of devel oping type 2: genetic
conponents and lifestyle, including obesity. Type 2 diabetes
could greatly be lowered within the African-Aneri can comunity
t hrough proper diet and exercise. Education on healthy eating is
crucial to fighting the current twin epidem cs of diabetes and
obesity with the African-Anmerican conmunity; and

WHEREAS, The Di abetes Control and Conplications Trial, a
multi-mllion dollar clinical research effort funded by the
National Institues of Health, proved beyond a shadow of a doubt
t hat keepi ng bl ood sugar in the normal range hel ps to prevent
the conplications of diabetes; and

WHEREAS, Di abetes is a significantly self-managed di sease
requiring constant attention on the part of the patient and
access to the tools needed to manage the di sease; and

WHEREAS, Appropriate insurance coverage of the necessary
di abet es supplies, equipnment and education is the only way to
ensure that people with diabetes have access to the tools they
need to prevent the deadly and costly conplications of diabetes;
and

WHEREAS, Forty-three states have already enacted state
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| egi sl ati on mandati ng state-regul ated i nsurance plans to cover
the nedically necessary supplies, equipnent and educati on needed
to sel f-nmanage di abetes; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives support efforts
in the remaining states to require that insurance providers
cover the necessary supplies, equipnent and education needed to
appropriately sel f-mnage di abetes. The House of Representatives
al so opposes efforts to roll back, weaken or elimnate existing
provi sions that require insurance providers to cover the
necessary supplies, equi pnment and educati on needed to
appropriately self-mnage this deadly, serious and costly

di sease.
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