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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 799 5o

| NTRODUCED BY BI SHOP, LEACH, Tl GUE, WATERS, WALKO, KI RKLAND,
JOSEPHS, LAUGHLI N, CRUZ, JAMES, BEBKO- JONES, WASHI NGTON
READSHAW WHEATLEY, WLLI AMS5, THOVAS, D. EVANS, HENNESSEY AND
SURRA, JUNE 22, 2004

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JUNE 22, 2004
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A RESCLUTI ON

Establ i shing a special commttee to study conditions in State
prisons.

WHEREAS, There have been reports of abuse of inmates in State
prisons; and

WHEREAS, A |arge proportion of the prison population in this
Commonweal th is from Phil adel phia; and

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives requires information on
conditions in State prisons; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives establish a
special conmittee to study conditions in State prisons; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the conmittee consist of 11 nmenbers, six
menber s appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives
and five menbers appointed by the Mnority Leader of the House
of Representatives; and be it further

RESCLVED, That at |east five nenbers of the committee be

representatives from Phil adel phia; and be it further
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RESCLVED, That the comm ttee be authorized to hold hearings,
take testinony and nake its investigations at such places as it
deens necessary in this Commonweal th; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the commttee be authorized to i ssue subpoenas
under the hand and seal of its chairman conmandi ng any person to
appear before the commttee and to answer questions touching
matters properly being inquired into by the commttee and to
produce records and docunments as the committee deens necessary;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That subpoenas be susceptible to service upon any
person and have the sane effect as subpoenas issued out of the
courts of this Comonweal th and that any person that willfully
negl ects or refuses to testify before the conmttee or to
produce records or docunents be subject to the penalties
provi ded by the laws of this Conmonwealth in such case; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That each nenber of the committee have power to
adm ni ster oaths and affirmations to wi tnesses appearing before
the conmttee; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the committee report to the House of
Representatives on its activities, findings and recommendati ons
by Septenber 27, 2004; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the expenses incurred by the conmttee in
carrying out its responsibilities, including per diemand travel
expenses incurred by nenbers and regular staff, stenographic
charges and other incidental expenses, be paid from appropriate
accounts under the control of the Chief Cerk and be in addition
to any ot her ampunt authorized for expenses for contractors,
consultants and staff; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the chai rman nake a nonthly report of al

20040H0799R4130 - 2 -



expenses incurred by the conmttee to each nenber of the
commttee and to the Majority Leader and the Mnority Leader;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That, within 30 cal endar days after the commttee
has made its report or the nmandate of the conmittee has expired,
the chairman cause a record of all expenses incurred by the

commttee or its nmenbers which are payable at Comonweal t h
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expense to be filed with the Chief derk.

FAL82VDL/ 20040H0799R4130 - 3 -



