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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 693 %%

| NTRODUCED BY RAPP, SURRA, CAUSER, BASTI AN, BROCKS, CALTAG RONE
CAPPELLI, CLYMER, CRElIGHTON, DALEY, ELLIS, FLECK, CGEORGE
HARHART, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HUTCHI NSQON, KAUFFMAN, KOTI K
KULA, MAHONEY, METCALFE, R M LLER, NAILOR, PERRY, PICKETT,
PYLE, READSHAW REED, REI CHLEY, ROHRER, SAYLOR, S. H SM TH,
SONNEY, STERN, R STEVENSQON, THOVAS, VULAKOVI CH AND SI PTROTH
APRIL 7, 2008

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
APRI L 7, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON
Affirm ng that the consent of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
to the acquisition of Allegheny National Forest Lands by the

United States is conditioned on the preservation of State and

privately owned property interests.

WHEREAS, Acquisition of National Forest Reserve Lands
pursuant to the Federal law referred to as the Weks Law, act of
March 1, 1911 (36 Stat. 961, 16 U. S.C. 88 480, 500, 513, 514,
515, 516, 517, 518, 519, 521, 552 and 563 et seq.) is subject to
t he consent of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, By the act of May 11, 1911 (P.L. 271, No.173),
entitled "An act enpowering the United States of America to
acquire land in the State of Pennsylvania for National Forest
Reserves, by purchase or by condemmati on proceedi ngs; and
granting to the United States of Anerica all rights necessary

for control and regul ation of such reserves,"” the Commonweal t h

of Pennsyl vani a consented to the acquisition of Allegheny
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Nat i onal Forest Lands and to the United States passing |aws for
t he managenent of such | ands subject to the Weks Law and
certain other stipulations, reservations and conditions; and

WHEREAS, Section 12 of the Weks Law (16 U. S.C. 8§ 480)
prescri bes that the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vania shall not | ose
its jurisdiction over |ands acquired by the United States nor
its inhabitants their rights and privileges as citizens of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, Section 9 of the Weks Law (16 U . S.C. 8§ 518) limts
the authority of the Secretary of Agriculture to regulate
ri ghts-of-way, easenents, reservations or other property
interests retained by the owner of the |ands acquired by the
United States to the extent that such rules and regul ations are
expressed in and made part of the witten instrument conveyi ng
title to the |lands; and

WHEREAS, Recent revisions to the Land and Resource Managenent
Plan for the All egheny National Forest purport to inpose new and
additional rules and regulations on oil, gas and mi neral estates
and the easenents and surface rights appurtenant thereto that
had been or were expected and reserved by their owners when the
United States acquired the |ands pursuant to the Weks Law,
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives affirmthat the
consent of the Comonweal th of Pennsylvania to the acquisition
of the All egheny National Forest Lands pursuant to the Weks Law
by the act of May 11, 1911 (P.L.271, No.173) did not and does
not confer power on the United States to manage or regul ate or
to extinguish, dimnish or disparage any State or privately
owned easenents, rights-of-way, mneral estates and surface

rights appurtenant thereto or any other property interests that
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were in existence but not purchased or condemmed by the United
States at the tine of acquisition; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the adoption or inposition by the United
States of any rules, regulations or policies that woul d manage,
regul ate, extinguish, dimnish or disparage those property
i nterests exceed the consent of the Conmmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
insofar as the rules, regulations or policies are not expressed

in and nade part of the witten instrunent conveying title to
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the lands to the United States; and be it further
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RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
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the Secretary of Agriculture, the Chief of the United States
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Forest Service and the Forest Supervisor of the Al egheny

=
w

Nat i onal Forest.
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