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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 619 5%

I NTRODUCED BY M O BRIEN, W KELLER, KENNEY, MCGEEHAN, D. EVANS
BELFANTI , BENNI NGTON, BEYER, Bl ANCUCCI, Bl SHOP, BOBACK,
CALTAG RONE, CLYMER, COHEN, CONKLI N, DALEY, DONATUCCI,

FAI RCH LD, FLECK, FRANKEL, GALLOMY, GEI ST, GEORGE, G BBONS,
G NG&RI CH, GRUCELA, HARKINS, HELM HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, HESS,
H CKERNELL, JAMES, KULA, MAHONEY, MAJOR, MANDERI NG

Mel LHATTAN, MANTZ, M LLARD, MJNDY, MJSTI O, PALLONE, PARKER
PAYNE, QUI GLEY, RAMALEY, READSHAW REED, REI CHLEY, SAI NATQ
SANTONI, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO, K. SM TH, SURRA, TURZAI

VULAKOVI CH, WALKO, J. WHI TE, YOUNGBLOOD, GABI G MELI G
PETRONE AND RUBLEY, MARCH 5, 2008

| NTRODUCED AS NONCONTROVERSI AL RESCLUTI ON UNDER RULE 35,
MARCH 5, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON
Ext endi ng congratul ati ons on the 275th anni versary of the
founding of Ad St. Joseph's Church and designating the nonth
of May 2008 as "Ad St. Joseph's Church Month" in

Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, English Jesuits first arrived in Maryland in 1634,
and in 1704, the Jesuits began expanding their m ssionary
efforts to surrounding |ocations, including Philadel phia; and

VWHEREAS, In 1733, a small church was established in
Phi | adel phi a by Father Joseph Geaton called St. Joseph's
Church, and this church was the only place in the British
col oni es where Mass could be legally celebrated in public until
t he Anerican Revol ution; and

WHEREAS, In 1757, Father Robert Harding built a second church

that served as the hone base for the Jesuit circuit riders who
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expanded the m ssion to other md-Atlantic states; and

WHEREAS, O d St. Joseph's Church was integral in establishing
both the nation's first hospital, Pennsylvania Hospital, and the
first Roman Catholic orphanage to help care for orphaned
children after the 1793 epidem c of yellow fever; and

WHEREAS, |n 1808, Phil adel phia becane a di ocese and
Phi | adel phia's first two bi shops began residing at the church;
and

WHEREAS, |n 1839, Father Felix Joseph Barbelin established
the current |ocation and building for St. Joseph's Church, and
soon the church becanme known as A d St. Joseph's Church; and

WHEREAS, In 1840, St. Joseph's Hospital was established due
to the efforts of Father Barbelin to help care for Irish
i mm grants who could not be cared for due to overcrowdi ng at
ot her hospitals; and

WHEREAS, Father Barbelin al so established many educati on
prograns, including four parochial schools, a well-known Sunday
school and St. Joseph's University; and

WHEREAS, In the 1950s, the gardens and open space were
created when buildings to the north of Ad St. Joseph's Church
wer e denol i shed; and

VWHEREAS, I n 1985, efforts were nade to reach out to the
growi ng honel ess popul ati on of Phil adel phia, and prograns were
created to serve dinner to honeless and | owinconme men and to
deliver dinner to people who lived in the area surroundi ng the
church; and

WHEREAS, O d St. Joseph's Church continues to build upon its
rich history of public service and mnistry and has been
acclainmed as a National Shrine to Religious Freedom therefore

be it
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RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives congratulate Ad
St. Joseph's Church on the occasion of its 275th anniversary;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives designate the
nmonth of May 2008 as "Ad St. Joseph's Church Month" in
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Pennsyl vani a.
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