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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of May 1, 1933 (P.L. 103, No.69), entitled "An
act concerning townshi ps of the second class; and anmendi ng,
revi sing, consolidating, and changing the law relating
thereto,” authorizing the establishment of boards of health;
providing for their powers and duties; and making repeals.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1901-A of the act of May 1, 1933
(P.L.103, No.69), known as The Second O ass Townshi p Code,
reenacted and anmended July 10, 1947 (P.L.1481, No.567), is
r epeal ed.

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 1901-A. 1. Est abl i shnent of Board of Heal th.--The

board of supervisors nmay appoint a township board of health and

township health officer for the purpose of adm ni strati on and

enforcenent of the health and sanitation | aws of the township.

VWhere a board of health is appoi nted, such board nay appoint a

health officer or inspector whose duties shall be to inplenent

and enforce the health and sanitation | aws of the townshi p and
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actions of the board of health. Such health officer or

i nspector, whether appointed by the board of supervisors or by

the board of health, shall not enter upon the perfornmance of the

duties of office until certified as a qualified health officer

or inspector by the State Departnent of Health.

Section 3. Sections 1902-A, 1903-A, 1904-A, 1905-A, 1906-A
and 1907- A of the act, added March 22, 1956 (P.L.1323, No.419),
are anmended to read:

Section 1902-A. Menbers of [Sanitary] Board of Health.--

[ Where the townshi p supervisors decide to appoint a sanitary

board, said board] A board of health appointed under the

provisions of this article shall be conposed of five nenbers at

| east one of whom shall be a [reputable] licensed physician of

not | ess than two years experience in the practice of his

prof essi on. The nenbers of the board of health shall be

appoi nted by the [townshi p] board of supervisors. [At the first

appoi ntment] Upon the creation of a board of health one nenber
shall be appointed to serve for one year, one for two years, one
for three years, one for four years, and one for five years, and
thereafter one nenber shall in |ike manner be appoi nted each

year to serve for five years. Upon the creation of a board of

health in a townshi p which has an existing sanitary board, the

t ownshi p supervi sors may conti nue the i ncunbent nenbers of the

sanitary board as nenbers of the board of health. The nenbers of

the [sanitary] board of health shall serve w thout conpensation,

but [if any nmenber of the board shall be elected to the office

of secretary he] shall be reinbursed for actual and necessary

expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. The

secretary of the board of health shall be entitled to receive a

salary fixed by the board of supervisors for that office.
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Section 1903-A. Oaths of Menbers, Secretary and [Sanitary

Oficer] Health Oficer and |Inspectors.--The nenbers of the

board of health shall, severally, take and subscribe to the oath
prescri bed by section five hundred one of this act, and shall,
annual Iy, organize by electing a [president] chairmn from anong

t he nmenbers of the board, a secretary who may or may not be a

menber of the board, and a [sanitary officer] health officer and

i nspectors who shall not be [a nenber] nenbers of the board. The

secretary and the [sanitary officer] health officer and

i nspectors shall receive such salary as nay be fixed by the

board [and ratified by the township] of supervisors, and shal
serve for a period of one year or until such tinme thereafter as

their successors may be [el ected] appointed and qualified. [They

shall, severally, give bond to the township in such suns as nay
be fixed by ordinance for the faithful discharge of their
duties, and shall also take and subscribe to the oath required
by nmenbers of the board.]

Section 1904-A. Duties of Secretary.--The secretary of the

board of health shall keep the m nutes of the proceedings of the

board of health, shall keep accurate accounts of the

expenditures of the board of health, shall draw all requisitions

the board of health and shall present [the sane] themto the

[ president] chairman of the board of health for his approval,

shall render statenments of the expenditures to the board of

health may require, shall prepare under the directions of the

board of health the annual report to the [township] board of

supervi sors together with the estinate of appropriati on needed
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for the ensuing year, and shall nake such other reports and

Section 1905-A. Powers and Duties of [Sanitary Oficer]

Health Oficers and Inspectors.--It shall be the duty of the

[sanitary officer] health officer and inspectors to attend al

stated and special neetings of the [sanitary] board of health
and at all times be ready and avail able for the pronpt

performance of [his] their official duties. [He] They shall nake

[sanitary] inspections, and shall execute the orders of the

[sanitary] board of health [and shall, in the performance of his

duties, have the power and authority of a policeman].

Section 1906-A. Powers of Board of Health.--The [sanitary]

board of health shall [have the power, and it shall be its duty,

to] enforce the health and sanitation | aws of the Conmonweal t h[,

the] and any regul ati ons pronul gated thereunder [of the State

Department of Health,] and [to make and enforce such additi onal
rul es and regul ations for abating and renoving all nui sances

whi ch the board shall deem prejudicial to the public health, to
mar k i nfected houses or places, to prescribe rules for the
construction and mai nt enance of house-drains, wash-pipes, soil-
pi pes and cesspools, and to make all such other rules and
regul ati ons as shall be deened necessary for the preservation of

the public health] the health and sanitation | aws and

requl ati ons of the township.

[ The board shall al so have the power to nake, enforce and
cause to be published all necessary rules and regul ati ons not
inconsistent with law for carrying into effect the powers and
functions with which they are invested by |law and the power and
authority relating to the public health conferred on the

townshi ps.] Such [rul es and] regul ations, when [approved by]
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aut hori zed by ordi nance of the township [supervisors] and when

advertised in [the sane manner as ordi nances] accordance with

appropriate | aw, shall have the force of ordi nances of the

township [and all]. Al penalties [or punishnment] prescribed for
the violation thereof as well as the expenses actually and
necessarily incurred in carrying such [rul es] ordi nances and
regul ations into effect shall be recoverable [for the use of the
township in the same nanner as penalties for violation of the
ordi nances of the township and subject to like |imtations as to

t he amount thereof] in enforcenent proceedings and paid into the

general township fund. Townshi ps nmay establish and revi se as

necessary, such fees as are deened appropriate for |licenses or

pernmits i ssued by the township.

Section 1907-A. Entry Upon Prem ses.--[The sanitary board
shall have the power as a body or by commttee as well as the
sanitary officer, together with their assistants, subordinates
and wor knmen, under and by order of the said board to enter at
any time upon any prem ses in the township upon which there is
suspected to be any nui sance detrinental to the public health

for the purpose of exam ning and abating the same.] The board of

health, health officer or inspectors nmay enter upon any preni ses

within the township where there i s reasonably suspected to exi st

any health hazard or violation of health or sanitation | aws or

requl ati ons, or which are of a type that nay give rise to a

health hazard. Such entry nmay be made with or w thout prior

notice to the owner or occupant.

Section 4. Section 1908-A of the act is repeal ed.
Section 5. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 1908-A.1. Witten Order for Violation.--Were the

board of health or health officer or inspectors determne that a
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health or sanitation hazard or violation exists, a witten order

shall be directed to the owner or occupant of the prenises

i nvol ved, ordering an abatenent of the hazard or violation and

the taking of such corrective action as the board of health or

health officer or inspectors may deem necessary under the

ci rcunstances. Such order shall set forth a specific tine in

whi ch the abatenent and corrective action shall be acconpli shed.

In the event the order is not conplied with within the tine

provi ded, the board of health or health officer or inspectors

may enter upon the prenises and i ssue orders for the i nmedi ate

term nation of activities creating the violation, the potenti al

violation and all acts of commerce conducted in, on or at the

prenmises in question. In addition, the board of health, health

officer, or inspectors nmay proceed to enforce the | aw or

requl ati on being violated in the same manner as ordi nances of

t he t ownshi p.

Section 6. Section 1909-A of the act is repeal ed.
Section 7. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 1909-A. 1. Appropriations and Annual Report.--The

board of supervisors shall nmake an annual appropriation to the

board of health or health officer in such anpunts as the board

of supervisors shall deem appropriate. The board of health or

health officer shall, before the preparati on of the annual

budget of the township, submt to the board of supervisors the

esti nat ed expenses of the board of health or health officer for

the ensui ng year. The board of health or health officer shall by

the first day of February of each year prepare and subnmt to the

board of supervisors and the regional office of the State

Departnment of Health an annual report, in witing, setting forth

the activities and expenditures of the board of health or health
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1 officer during the prior cal endar vyear.
2 Section 8. Section 1910-A of the act, added March 22, 1956
3 (P.L.1323, No.419), is anended to read:
4 Section 1910-A. Cooperation Wth Qther [Units] Governnental
5 Agencies.--(a) Any township may cooperate [with the county or
6 wth any city, borough or township as well as with the State
7 Department of Health] and enter into agreenents with any other
8 governnental agency in the adm nistration and enforcenent of
9 health and sanitation | aws.
10 (b) If the board of supervisors abolishes the board of
11 health or positions of health officer or inspectors and
12 discontinues services under this article, the State Departnent
13 of Health shall be notified. An official copy of such action_ of
14 the board of supervisors shall be transnitted to the regional
15 office of the State Departnent of Health.
16 (c) The township may request assistance fromthe State
17 Departnent of Health where the township feels such assistance is
18 necessary for the health and safety of its citizens.
19 Section 9. Sections 1911-A, 1912-A, 1913-A and 1914-A of the
20 act are repeal ed.
21 Section 10. This act shall take effect imredi ately.
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