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A RESOLUTI ON

Directing the Insurance Conmittee to forma task force to

devel op solutions to elimnate uninsured notor vehicles from

operating on Pennsyl vani a hi ghways.

WHEREAS, The 1990 anendnents to the Modtor Vehicle Financial
Responsibility Law (75 Pa.C.S. Ch. 17) reaffirned the
requi renent that all Pennsyl vani ans who own notor vehicles are
required to maintain continuous financial responsibility to
legally operate their vehicles; and

WHEREAS, The 1990 anmendnents made operating a notor vehicle
wi t hout insurance a summary of fense, which subjected the
convi cted operator to pay a $300 fine. The fine was to serve as
a deterrent and encourage notorists to maintain financial
responsi bility; and

VWHEREAS, The $300 fine has failed as a deterrent because it
is perceived as being too small a penalty when conpared to the
annual cost of autonobile insurance needed to satisfy financial

responsibility. This is particularly true in netropolitan

Phi | adel phia, where recent reports estinmate the percentage of



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

regi stered but uninsured notor vehicles at 27% and

WHEREAS, The structure of the existing | aw nakes enforcenent
by |l ocal police departnents difficult, and public awareness of
t he financial consequences of uninsured notor vehicles to the
citizens of this Commonweal th is mnimal; and

WHEREAS, The need for a nultifaceted approach involving nore
effective enforcenent at the local |evel, a conprehensive public
education program and i ncreased penalties for failure to operate
a notor vehicle with financial responsibility is obvious;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives, recognizing the
i nportance of the eradication of uninsured notor vehicles from
Pennsyl vani a roads to protect the safety of all npotorists,
direct the Insurance Conmttee to appoint a task force to
conduct a study of the problem and devel op solutions that wll
i nprove enforcenment and public education and provide effective
penalties with the goal of elimnating uninsured notor vehicles
from our highways; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force consist of a bipartisan panel
conposed of nenbers of the House of Representatives, district
attorneys, police officials, autonobile insurers, insurance
agents, consuners and representatives of the Departnent of
Transportation; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force may hold hearings, take
testimony and make its investigations at such places as it deens
necessary in this Conmonweal th. The chairman of the I|Insurance
Committee, as chairman of the task force, shall have power to
adm ni ster oaths and affirmations to wi tnesses appearing before
the task force; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Insurance Committee report to the House of
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Representatives on activities, findings and recommendati ons of
the task force in six nonths and issue interimreports to the

House of Representatives as the Insurance Conmittee deens
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necessary.

J31L82DGS/ 19960H0478R4254 - 3 -



