PRINTER S N0 507

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 456 %55

| NTRODUCED BY DelLUCA, REBER, SHANER, VAN HORNE, MAI TLAND, OLASZ,
YOUNGBLOOD, TRELLO, BELFANTI AND THOVAS, FEBRUARY 11, 1997

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
FEBRUARY 11, 1997
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AN ACT
Requi ring public hearings before the inposition of fines and
penal ti es upon municipalities and munici pal authorities by

t he Departnent of Environnmental Protection.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Mini ci pal
Penal ty Notification Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Environmental Protection of
t he Conmonweal t h.

Section 3. Limtations.
(a) GCeneral rule.--The Departnent of Environnental

Protection shall not inpose a fine or penalty upon any

muni ci pality or nunicipal authority within this Commonweal th in



1 excess of $5,000 for any one or nore violations of any one or
2 nore environnmental statutes or regulations at a facility owned
3 or operated by a municipality or nunicipal authority w thout

4 first conducting a public hearing within the boundaries of the
5 nunicipality or the service area of the nunicipal authority.

6 (b) Public hearing requirenents.--Pursuant to the

7 requirenent of subsection (a), the department shall conduct a
8 public hearing relating to the proposed fines or penalties in
9 accordance with the act of July 3, 1986 (P.L.388, No.84), known
10 as the Sunshine Act. The departnent shall conduct the public
11 hearing in a manner which maxi m zes public notification and

12 participation, including, but not limted to, scheduling the
13 hearing after normal business hours and at places convenient to
14 the affected residents.

15 Section 4. Applicability.

16 The provisions of this act shall apply to the Pennsyl vani a
17 Fish and Boat Conm ssion insofar as it applies to enforcenent
18 activities arising frompollution or contam nation of the

19 streans and waterways of this Comonweal t h.
20 Section 5. Effective date.
21 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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