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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 402 5

| NTRODUCED BY STAI RS, WAUGH, GORDNER, M CQOZZI E, HERVAN,
VAN HORNE, FLEAGLE, GRUPPO, E. Z. TAYLOR, WXN AK, RAYMOND
BUNT, STURLA, RUBLEY, COWELL, COLAFELLA, ClIVERA, MARKGOSEK,
DeLUCA, BOSCOLA, ARGALL, TRICH, FAJT, BAKER, GEI ST, MLLER
SATHER, MERRY, HENNESSEY, STEIL, STERN, HANNA, STEELMAN,
SEMVEL AND SAYLOR, JANUARY 31, 1995

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JANUARY 31, 1995
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AN ACT
Establi shing a programto encourage school entities to provide
certain cooperative services; providing additional powers and
duties of the Departnment of Education; and nmaking an
appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the School
I ncentive Fundi ng Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Di sruptive student program”™ Any program whi ch renoves

di sruptive students fromregul ar school programs in order to
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provi de those students with an educational program designed to
nodi fy di sruptive behavior and return the students to a regul ar
school program

"School entity." A school district, internmediate unit, area
vocati onal -techni cal school and a joint operating board of a
school

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Education of the Comonweal th.
Section 3. Establishnent of program

There is hereby established a programto provide short-term
incentive grants to encourage school entities to provide
cooperative services for education prograns. This program shal
provi de incentive funding for cooperative services that generate
savings for school entities.

Section 4. Procedure.

(a) Application form--The departnment shall devel op an
application formfor funding within 60 days of the effective
date of this act.

(b) Subm ssion.--Applications shall be submtted by a
consortium of school entities or by an internmediate unit on
behal f of nore than one of its constituent districts.
Applications under this programshall be submtted to the
departnment for approval or disapproval by April 1 of the year
precedi ng the year for which funding is requested.

(c) Approval.--The departnment shall have 90 days to approve
or di sapprove the application. The departnment's approval or
di sapproval shall include a review of the estimted costs and
savings of the program with priority for approval for
appl i cations which maxi m ze cost savings for school entities.
The departnent is authorized to negotiate the costs of the

programwi th the school entities prior to approving the
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application. Failure to approve or disapprove an application
within this time period shall be deenmed to constitute approval
of the application.

(d) Exclusions.--Applications shall not be approved for
prograns providing instruction in special education and
vocati onal education, for services for students attending
nonpubl i c schools, other than transportation to nonpublic
school s as provided under section 1361 of the act of March 10,
1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
or for progranms for disruptive students.

Section 5. Fundi ng.

(a) Calculation.--School entities shall be reinbursed the
anount of the incentive grants in Septenber of the fiscal year
foll owi ng the cooperative program Reinbursenent shall be paid
in the follow ng manner:

(1) For the first year of the program the participating
school entities shall receive 10% of the program costs of the
participating entities.

(2) For the second year of the program the
partici pating school entities shall receive 5% of the program
costs of the participating entities.

(3) For the third year of the program the participating
school entities shall receive 2.5%of the costs of the
participating entities.

(b) Division of reinbursenment.--The participating entities
shall determ ne the division of the reinbursenent anong the
entities in the application submtted to the departnent.

However, a school entity which drops out of a cooperative
program shall no | onger receive incentive funding. Funding shal

not be used by school entities for planning purposes.

19950H0402B0422 - 3 -



1 Section 6. Report.

2 The secretary shall file a report with the chairman and the
3 mnority chairman of the Education Conmittee of the Senate and
4 the chairman and mnority chairman of the Education Commttee of
5 the House of Representatives by October 1 of the year in which
6 the cooperative services are provided.

7 Section 7. Appropriation.

8 The sum of $10, 000, 000, or as nuch thereof as may be

9 necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnment of Education
10 for the purposes of this act for the 1996-1997 fiscal year.
11 Section 8. Effective date.
12 This act shall take effect July 1, 1996.
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