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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 24, 1976 (P.L.424, No.101), entitled
"An act providing for the paynment of death benefits to the
surviving spouse or children of firemen or | aw enforcenent
officers killed in the performance of their duties,"”
extending the act to include volunteer firefighters,
AMBULANCE SERVI CE OR RESCUE SQUAD MEMBERS, changing the
nmet hod of paynment and naking editorial changes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The title and sections 1 and 2, act of June 24,
1976 (P.L.424, No.101), entitled "An act providing for the
paynent of death benefits to the surviving spouse or children of
firemen or |law enforcenment officers killed in the performance of

their duties," are anended to read:
AN ACT

Providing for the paynent of death benefits to the surviving
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spouse or children OR CERTAI N DEPENDENT PARENTS of [firenen] <—

firefighters, AVMBULANCE SERVI CE OR RESCUE SQUAD MEMBERS or <—

| aw enforcenent officers killed in the performance of their
duties.
Section 1. [A political subdivision shall pay to the
surviving spouse, or, if there is no surviving spouse, the m nor
children, of a fireman or |aw enforcenent officer of the
political subdivision killed in the performance of his duties
t he sum of $25,000. The benefit shall be payabl e whet her or not
the officer was killed within the corporate boundaries of the
enpl oying nmunicipality.]
In the event a law enforcenent officer, AMBULANCE SERVICE OR <—

RESCUE SQUAD MEMBERS or firefighter is killed in the perfornance

of his duties, such political subdivision within 30 days from

the date of death shall submt certification of such death to

the Commonweal th. A volunteer firefighter shall be deened to be

acting in the perfornance of his duties for the purposes of this

act going to or directly returning froma fire which the fire

conpany or fire departnent attended including travel from and

direct return to a firefighter's hone, place of busi ness or

ot her pl ace where he or she shall have been when he or she

received the call or alarmor while participating in instruction

fire drills in which the fire departnent or fire conpany shal

have partici pated or while repairing or doi ng other work about

or on the fire apparatus or buil di ngs and grounds of the fire

conpany or fire departnent upon the authorization of the chief

of the fire conpany or fire departnent or other person in charge

or while answeri ng any energency calls for any purpose or while

ri ding upon the fire apparatus which is owned or used by the

fire conpany or fire departnment or while perform ng any ot her

19810H0395B0818 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

duties of such fire conpany or fire departnent as authori zed by

the nunicipality or while perform ng duties i nposed by secti on

15, act of April 27, 1927 (P.L.465, No.299), referred to as the

Fire and Panic Act. A VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SERVI CE OR RESCUE <—

SQUAD MEMBER SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE ACTI NG | N THE PERFORVMANCE OF

H S DUTI ES FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S ACT GO NG TO OR DI RECTLY

RETURNI NG FROM AN EMERGENCY WHI CH THE AMBULANCE SERVI CE OR

RESCUE SQUAD ATTENDED | NCLUDI NG TRAVEL FROM AND DI RECT RETURN TO

AN _AMBULANCE SERVI CE OR RESCUE SQUAD MEMBER S HOVE, PLACE OF

BUSI NESS OR OTHER PLACE WHERE HE OR SHE SHALL HAVE BEEN VWHEN HE

OR SHE RECEIVED THE CALL OR ALARM OR VHI LE PARTI Cl PATING I N

DRILLS IN VWH CH THE AMBULANCE SERVI CE OR RESCUE SQUAD SHALL HAVE

PARTI Cl PATED OR VHI LE REPAI RING OR DO NG OTHER WORK ABOUT_OR ON

ANY EMERGENCY VEHI CLE OR BUI LDI NGS AND GROUNDS COF THE ANMBULANCE

SERVI CE OR RESCUE SQUAD UPON THE AUTHORI ZATION OF THE CH EF OF

THE AMBULANCE SERVI CE OR RESCUE SQUAD OR OTHER PERSON | N CHARGE

VH LE ANSWERI NG ANY EMERGENCY CALLS FOR ANY PURPOSE OR WHI LE

Rl DI NG UPON ANY_ VEHI CLES VWH CH ARE OWNED OR USED BY THE

AMBULANCE SERVI CE OR RESCUE SQUAD. Upon recei pt of such

certification, the Commbnweal th shall, from noneys payabl e out

of the General Fund, pay to the political subdivision the sum of

$25,000. Wthin five days of receipt of said sumfromthe

Commpnweal th, the political subdivision shall pay such sumas a

benefit to the surviving spouse, or if there is no surviving

spouse, to the minor children of the firefighter, AVBULANCE <—

SERVI CE OR RESCUE SQUAD MEMBERS or | aw enf orcenment officer

killed in the performance of duty. WHEN NO SPOUSE OR M NOR <—

CH LDREN SURVI VE, THE BENEFI T SHALL BE PAID TO THE PARENT OR

PARENTS OF SUCH FI REFI GHTER, AMBULANCE SERVI CE OR RESCUE SQUAD

VEMBER OR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CER | F THE PARENT OR PARENTS HAD A
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ONE- THI RD DEPENDENCY ON THE | NCOVE OF SUCH FI REFI GHTER

AMBULANCE SERVI CE OR RESCUE SQUAD MEMBER OR LAW ENFORCEMENT

OFFI CER 12 MONTHS PRI OR TO THE DATE OF DEATH; THE PAYMENT SHALL

BE MADE I N EQUAL SHARES TO BOTH | F BOTH ARE SO DEPENDENT. |F

ONLY ONE PARENT WAS DEPENDENT, THE TOTAL BENEFIT SHALL BE PAI D

TO THAT PARENT.

The Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a shall pay out of the General

Fund to the surviving spouse, or, if there is no surviving

spouse, the mnor children of a State [policenman] police officer

or other |aw enforcenent officer of the Commobnwealth killed in

t he performance of his duties the sum of $25,000. WHEN NO SPOUSE

OR M NOR CHI LDREN SURVIVE, THE BENEFI T SHALL BE PAID TO THE

PARENT OR PARENTS OF SUCH STATE POLI CE OFFI CER OR OTHER LAW

ENFORCEMENT COFFI CER OF THE COVMONWEALTH | F THE PARENT OR PARENTS

HAD A ONE- THI RD DEPENDENCY ON THE | NCOVE OF SUCH STATE POLI CE

OFFI CER OR OTHER LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CER OF THE COVMONWEALTH 12

MONTHS PRI OR TO THE DATE OF DEATH, THE PAYMENT SHALL BE MADE I N

EQUAL SHARES TO BOTH | F BOTH ARE SO DEPENDENT. |F ONLY ONE

PARENT WAS DEPENDENT, THE TOTAL BENEFIT SHALL BE PAID TO THAT

PARENT. The benefit shall be payable whether or not the officer
was killed within the Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

[ Upon paynent of this death benefit by a political
subdi vi sion, the political subdivision shall apply to the State
Treasurer and be reinbursed for the total anount by the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a. Paynents by the Comonweal th or

rei nbursenent to the political subdivisions shall be nade out of

t he General Fund of the Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a. ]

Section 2. ["Fireman"] "Firefighter, AVBULANCE SERVI CE OR
RESCUE SQUAD MEMBER or | aw enforcenent officer" neans a

[fireman,] firefighter, nmenber of a volunteer fire conpany,
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MEMBER OF AN AMBULANCE SERVI CE OR RESCUE SQUAD, peace officer as <—

defined in 18 Pa.C.S. 8 501 (relating to definitions), public
servant concerned in official detention as defined in 18 Pa.C. S.
§ 5121 (relating to escape), an officer or enployee of a State
correctional institution, guards or enployees of county jails
and prisons or other |aw enforcenent officer of the Commonweal t h
of Pennsylvania or of any political subdivision thereof.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately and the
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"firefighter, AVBULANCE SERVI CE OR RESCUE SQUAD MEMBER or |aw <—
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enforcenment officer"” shall be retroactive to January 1, 1976 and
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shall be applicable to all clainms for benefits under this act
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arising on and after said date.
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