SENATE AMENDED
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 344 55

| NTRODUCED BY PI STELLA, FAJT, PETRONE, M CHLOVIC, TRELLQ
MURPHY, COWELL, CESSAR, G G.IOITI, | TKIN AND OLASZ,
FEBRUARY 6, 1991

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, | N SENATE, NOVEMBER 25, 1991

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), entitled "An
act providing for the admnistration of a statew de system of
vital statistics; prescribing the functions of the State
Department of Health, the State Advisory Health Board and
| ocal registrars; inmposing duties upon coroners,
prot honotaries, clerks of orphans' court, physicians,

m dwi ves and ot her persons; requiring reports and
certificates for the registration of vital statistics;

regul ating the disposition of dead bodies; limting the

di scl osure of records; prescribing the sufficiency of vital
statistics records as evidence; prescribing fees and
penal ti es; and revising and consolidating the laws rel ating
thereto,” further providing for |ocal registrars'
conpensation, for the medical certification for death
certificates and for referrals to coroners.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 105 of the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304,
No. 66), known as the Vital Statistics Law of 1953, is anended by
addi ng a clause to read:

Section 105. Ceneral Provisions: Definitions.--As used in

this act--
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(9) "Imediate famly nenber" neans grandparents, parents,

si blings, grandchildren, spouses and chil dren.

Section 2. Section 304 of the act, anended June 24, 1970
(P.L.440, No.149), is anended to read:

Section 304. Registration Districts: Local Registrars'
Conpensation.--(a) Each |ocal registrar shall be paid a fee of
one dollar ($1) for each certificate transmtted in accordance
with the provisions of this act or for each report of no
certificates filed during any cal endar nonth. [The Advisory
Heal t h Board, by regulation, may establish and fromtinme to tine
revise, maximumlimts upon the aggregate anmount of fees to be
paid any |ocal registrars during a given period.] The fees
prescri bed by this section shall be paid by the Commobnweal th
fromfunds appropriated to the departnent.

(b)Y Local registrars shall issue certificates of death from

original certificates of death in their possessi on upon

conpl etion of a period of instructi on on the preparati on of

certificates by representatives of the Division of Vital

Records. For each certificate i ssued, the |ocal registrar shal

receive a fee of two dollars ($2).

(c) A local registrar nay not recei ve an aggregate anount of

fees in excess of thi+rtythousand—doars—{($30-000) TH RTY-Fl VE
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($35, 000) in any one cal endar year.

(d) Any reqgulation inconsistent with or contrary to the

provi sions of this section is superseded.

Section 3. Sections 502 and 503 of the act, anended Novenber
21, 1967 (P.L.516, No.250), are anmended to read:

Section 502. Death and Fetal Death Registration: Information
for Certificates.--In preparing a certificate of death or fetal

death, the person in charge of internent or of renoval of a dead
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body or fetal remains fromthe registration district shal

obtain the required information. The foll ow ng persons shal

supply the information certified by their respective signatures:
(1) Personal information concerning the deceased or the

fetal death shall be supplied by the person best acquainted with

t he facts.

(2) [The] Subject to the Iimtation contained in clause (3),

the nmedical certification, except in the event of a referral to
t he coroner pursuant to section five hundred three of this act,
shall be supplied (i) in the case of a death, by the physician
or (ii) dentist who is a staff nmenber of an approved hospital
who attended the deceased during the last illness, provided the
death occurs in the hospital and the deceased had been admtted
on the dental service, and (iii) in the case of a fetal death,
by the attendi ng physician.

(3) In all cases where the physician or dentist who woul d

ot herwi se supply the nedical certification is a nenber of the

iMmediate fam |y of the deceased, the case shall be referred to

anot her physici an or denti st who qualifies under clause (2) for

a nedical certification. In the event a qualified alternate

physi ci an or dentist is unavailable or unwilling to provide the

medi cal certification required by | aw, the case shall be

referred to the coroner of the county wherein the death occurred

or to a coroner of an adjacent county. In no event shall a

coroner sign a certificate of death or fetal death for a

deceased who was a nenber of his imediate fam|ly.

Section 503. Death and Fetal Death Registration: Coroner
Referral s.--The |l ocal registrar or person in charge of internent
or other person having know edge of the death or fetal death

shall refer to the coroner the follow ng cases: (1) where no
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physi cian or dentist who is a staff nenber of an approved
hospital was in attendance during the last illness of the
deceased or in the case of a fetal death where there was no
attendi ng physician, or (2) where the physician or dentist who
is a staff nmenber of an approved hospital in attendance during
the last illness of the deceased or the attending physician in
the case of a fetal death is physically unable to supply the
necessary data, or (3) where the circunstances suggest that the
deat h was sudden or violent or suspicious in nature or was the

result of other than natural causes, or (4) where the physician,

denti st or coroner who provided or would provide the nedi cal

certification is a nenber of the immediate famly of the

deceased. In every instance of a referral under this section,
t he coroner shall make an i medi ate investigation and shal
supply the necessary data, including the nedical certification

of the death or fetal death. In no event shall a coroner sign a

certificate of death or fetal death for a deceased who was a

menber of his imedi ate fani|ly.

Section 4. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:
Section 507. Death and Fetal Death Registrations:

Pronouncenent of Death by a Registered Nurse—{(a) Registered
PROFESSI ONAL NURSE. - - (A) PROFESSI ONAL nurses |icensed under the

act of May 22, 1951 (P.L.317, No.69), known as "The Prof essi onal

Nur si ng Law," who—as—part—ef their—enmployrent OR ON-AREGIAR

MEDILCAL-SERMICE— are involved in direct care of a patient shal

have the authority to pronounce death as determnm ned under the

act of Decenber 17, 1982 (P.L. 1401, No.323), known as the

"Uni form Determ nati on of Death Act," under—the following
eireunstances—
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{HD)—nthe case of death fromnatural causesthatoccurs—in
the home or place of residence |N THE CASE OF DEATH FROM NATURAL

CAUSES of a patient who is under the care of a physici an when

the physician is unable to be present within a reasonabl e peri od

of tine to certify the cause of death.

(b) Registered PROFESS|I ONAL nurses shall have the authority

to rel ease the body of the deceased to a funeral director after

noti ce has been given to the attendi ng physi ci an, when the

deceased has an attendi ng physician, and to a famly nenber.

() (C If circunstances surrounding the nature of death are

not antici pated and require a coroner's investigation, the

registered PROFESSI ONAL nurse shall notify the county coroner,

and the authority to rel ease the body of the deceased to the

funeral director shall be that of the coroner.

{e} (D) This section provides for the pronouncenent of death

by registered PROFESSI ONAL nurses in accordance with the
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"Uni form Determ nati on of Death Act," but in no way authorizes a

nurse to deternm ne the cause of death. The responsibility for

deternining the cause of death remains with the physician or the

coroner as provided under this act.

£ (E) (1) Registered PROFESSI ONAL nurses and enpl oyi ng
agenci es of registered PROFESSI ONAL nurses acting in good faith

and in conpliance with the gqui delines established by this act

and the State Board of Nursing shall be inmune fromliability

clains by reason of pronounci ng deat h.

(2) Nothing contained in this section shall be deened to

i mpose any obligati on upon a registered PROFESSI ONAL nurse to

carry out the function authorized by this act.

(3) Nothing in this section is intended to relieve a

registered PROFESSI ONAL nurse of any civil or crinminal liability

that m ght otherwi se by incurred for failing to follow the rul es

and reqgul ati ons of the State Board of Nursing.

(4) Nothing in this section shall preenpt the requirenents

of the provisions of 20 Pa.C.S. Ch. 86 (relating to anatom cal

gifts).
Section 5. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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