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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 191 =57

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. TAYLOR, L. E. SM TH, BENNETT, GARZI A,
B. F. OBRIEN, SWEET, J. L. WRI GHT, BURNS, SCHEAFFER
KUSSE, LEHR, MEBUS, TRELLO, HALVERSQON, SHUMVAN,

A. C. FOSTER, DOVBROABKI AND PYLES, FEBRUARY 9, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON M NES AND ENERGY MANAGEMENT,
FEBRUARY 9, 1977
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AN ACT
Creating the Pennsyl vania Energy Council; prescribing its duties
and powers; providing for the paynment of its expenses; and

i nposi ng duties upon Comonweal t h departnents, conm ssions

and ot her agenci es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. (a) The General Assenbly finds as a fact that
natural gas is in short supply, and has caused the curtail nent
of industrial activity in this Coomonwealth. It further finds
that there is clearly in prospect for the indefinite future a
shortage of all forns of energy, including oil, gas and ot her
fuels, and the electricity into which such fuels are converted;
and that such shortage is likely to further curtail industrial
activity, increase unenpl oynent, and threaten the health and
confort of the people through |lack of heat, Iight and ot her

vital necessities.

(b) The prediction of future energy needs, and the w sest
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course that can be pursued to keep needs and avail able supply in
bal ance, involve highly technical and conplex problens; and the

CGeneral Assenbly desires to enlist the aid of the nbst conpetent
persons in the energy field, to maintain continuous surveillance
of energy conditions and nake such recomendati ons for

| egislation which is nost likely to anmeliorate or avert present

and prospective energy shortages.

Section 2. There is hereby created as an arm of the General
Assenbly, a Pennsylvani a Energy Council conposed of 15 nenbers,
three of whom shall be ex officio, nanely, the Chairman of the
Pennsyl vania Public Utility Conmm ssion, or his designee, the
Secretary of the Departnent of Environnental Resources, or his
desi gnee and the Secretary of Comrerce, or his designee, who
shal | be chairman of the council.

The President pro tenpore of the Senate and the Speaker of
t he House al so shall each appoint six nmenbers, one fromthe
majority party and one fromthe mnority fromtheir respective
Houses and four who shall be persons possessi ng know edge and
experience in the supply and use of oil, gas and electricity
respectively.

Fromthe effective date of this act, the first appointed
menbers shall serve as follows: Three nenbers for a termof two
years, three nenbers for a termof three years, and two nenbers
for a termof four years. Successors of these first appointed
menbers shall be appointed for ternms of four years. Menbers may
serve successive terns if appointed to do so.

When a vacancy occurs, a new nmenber shall be appointed by the
appoi nting authority who nade the appoi nt nent now vacant to
serve the residue of the term

Section 3. None of the nenbers of the council shall receive
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conpensati on, but each of them shall be reinbursed for expenses
actually incurred in the performance of their duties. Such
expenses shall be reinbursed by warrant, signed by the Chairnan
of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Conmm ssion and the chairman
of the council, and shall be charged in equal shares agai nst
funds of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Conm ssion and the
Depart ment of Comrerce.

Section 4. The council shall have the follow ng duties:

(a) To investigate, study and predict the probabl e energy
needs of the people and industry of the Conmonweal th, classified
according to type of energy, and the uses to which such energy
will be put.

(b) To investigate, study and predict the probable avail able
energy supply available to the people and industry of the
Commonweal th, classified according to type of energy.

(c) To study ways and neans to aneliorate or avert energy
supply deficiencies in relation to energy needs, including but
not limted to ways and nmeans to increase the production or
i nportation of energy, and ways and neans to encourage the
conservation of energy and prevent its waste.

(d) To evaluate and assess all State energy policies and
their inpact upon the econony and the environnent.

(e) Upon request of the President pro tenpore of the Senate
or the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and at other
times upon its own initiative, to report its findings and
recommendations to the General Assenbly and the Governor.

Section 5. The council shall have the foll ow ng powers:

(a) To request any departnent, comm ssion or other agency of
t he Commonweal t h, having investigatory powers on subjects

pertinent to the council's duties, to exercise those powers as
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to such subjects, ascertain the facts, and report the results,
and its evaluation thereof, to the council.

(b) To request any departnent, comm ssion or other agency of
t he Commonweal t h, havi ng personnel conpetent on subjects
pertinent to the council's duties, to |l end the assistance of
such personnel to the council. As used in this subsection, the
term "agency" shall include the Legislative Reference Bureau.

(c) To conduct informal neetings for the purpose of
obtaining information, enlisting the assistance of experts,
representatives of industries producing fuel or energy, and
other interested parties.

(d) To require the Pennsylvania Public Uility Comm ssion
and the Departnent of Commerce to provide stenographic,
clerical, filing, reproducing, mailing and other office services
incident to the performance of its duties.

(e) To enploy an executive secretary and a mninmal expert
staff who shall be directly responsible to the council:

Provi ded, however, That the total conpensation of all counci
enpl oyees shall not exceed the sum of $100, 000 annually.

Section 6. This act shall take effect imediately.
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