PRINTER S N0 2153

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 156 5

| NTRODUCED BY | TKI N, PI EVSKY, COHEN, FREEMAN, HAGARTY, JOSEPHS
FOX, ROBI NSON, Bl SHOP, RI CHARDSQON, PRESTON, DI ETTERI CK,
G Gl OrTl, MARKGOSEK, MELI O HAYDEN, COLAFELLA, J. H CLARK,
NAHI LL, KOSI NSKI, KUKOVI CH, PRESSMANN, TRI CH, DeLUCA, CESSAR
TI GUE, WAMBACH, MORRI S, CEI ST, RYBAK, VEON, PISTELLA, CLYMER
E. Z. TAYLOR, BATTISTO TRELLO, ANGSTADT, LEH AND CAWLEY,
JUNE 21, 1989

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, JUNE 21, 1989

O (o0} ~ » GORrWNEF

N T N S N e
N~ o oo A WN - O

A RESOLUTI ON
Menorial i zing Congress to pass legislation to increase the
nunber of Soviet Jew sh refugees permtted to emgrate to the
United States, and to encourage the restoration of the United
States policy which granted automatic refugee status to
Sovi et Jews.
VWHEREAS, There are two mllion Jews in the Soviet Union; and
WHEREAS, These Soviet citizens have been the subject of
di scrimnation in enploynent and have been denied the freedomto
practice their religion; and
VWHEREAS, Four hundred thousand of these Jews have risked the
stigma of social isolation by applying to em grate; and
WHEREAS, The nunber of Soviet Jews permitted to emigrate in
1988 was al nost 19,000, nore than twi ce the nunber permtted in
1987 and the highest total in nine years; and
WHEREAS, The nunber which nay be permtted to emigrate in
1989 may be as nany as 40, 000; and

WHEREAS, Many of these emigrants wish to settle in the United
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States; and

WHEREAS, The United States governnent has set aside only
12,500 slots for Soviet Jew sh refugees for the 1989 fi scal
year, and virtually all of these slots have been allocated; and

WHEREAS, An estimated 19,000 additional refugee slots for
Soviet Jews this year are required to accommodate the needs of
Sovi et Jew sh refugees; and

WHEREAS, There are approximately 7,000 Sovi et Jews who have
successfully em grated and who are | angui shing in refugee
centers in Italy and Austria awaiting entry into the United
States; and

WHEREAS, Until a change in United States policy in Septenber
1988, Soviet Jews were automatically granted refugee status and
were thus eligible for travel, resettlenent and nedi cal
benefits; and

WHEREAS, Starting in Septenber, the United States governnent
has revoked this policy and has consi dered granting refugee
status on a case-by-case basis, resulting in the denial of
refugee status to nore than a third of Soviet Jew sh em grants;
and

WHEREAS, Those deni ed refugee status are offered parole
status, which permts the right to work but denies eligibility
for changing their status to that of a "pernanent resident”
which is a precursor for "citizenship" status; and

WHEREAS, The Enmergency Refugee Act of 1989 (H. R 1605),
i ntroduced on March 22, 1989, by Rep. Howard Berman (D
California), would authorize the adm ssion of up to 19,000 nore
Sovi et Jew sh refugees and finance the cost of this policy by
borrowi ng $100 million fromthe State Legalization | npact

Assi stance Grant (SLIAG program and
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WHEREAS, H. R 1605 woul d al so i ncrease the nunber of refugees
admtted from other refugee communities; and

WHEREAS, H. R 1605 has been endorsed by groups such as the
Uni ted Farm Workers, the National Council for La Raza and the
Counci| of Jew sh Federations; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a support human rights and the rights
of Soviet Jewy to emgrate to the United States, and that the
policy of the United States be changed to facilitate the
em gration of Soviet Jews and ot her persecuted minorities around
the world; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania nmenorialize its desire that the
Congress of the United States will expeditiously enact H R 1605
to increase the nunber of refugees permtted to enter the United
States; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Attorney General of the United States be
encouraged to restore the policy of granting autonmatic refugee

status to emgrating Soviet Jews.
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