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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 143 *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY FAI RCH LD, MARSI CO, CEI ST, ADCOLPH, BAKER
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, COX, CREIGHTON, EACHUS, J. EVANS
EVERETT, G LLESPIE, G NCRI CH HARRI' S, HERSHEY, H CKERNELL,
JAMES, M KELLER, KILLIQN, KIRKLAND, MAJOR, METCALFE
R MLLER, NAILOR O NEILL, PAYNE, PEIFER, PH LLIPS, PICKETT,
REED, REI CHLEY, ROHRER, RUBLEY, SAYLOR, SCAVELLQO
S. H SMTH SONNEY, STERN, R STEVENSQON, VEREB, WALKO AND
YOUNGBLOOD, MARCH 19, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, MARCH 19, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON

Directing certain standing comrttees of the House of

Representatives to investigate the roles and responsibilities

of the Department of Transportation, the Pennsyl vania

Emer gency Managenent Agency, the Pennsylvania State Police

and any ot her agency involved in disaster energency response.

WHEREAS, Providing for public safety is a fundanental role of
governnment; and

WHEREAS, The Val entine's Day di saster energency of 2007
exposed significant but, as yet, not conpletely docunented or
under st ood deficiencies in the Conmonweal th's energency pl anni ng
and i npl ementation; and

WHEREAS, It appears that this storm may al so have exposed the
ultimate result of manpower and equi prent shortages at the
Department of Transportation, at |east; and

WHEREAS, These shortages may have been the predictable result

of consci ous downsi zi ng steps taken by the departnent and its
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engi neering districts; and

WHEREAS, There appears to be sone question as to whether
t here was one person physically present who woul d have been abl e
to take control of the stormresponse; and

WHEREAS, These questions involve not just departnental
priorities but fundanental public policy challenges which should
be addressed conprehensively by the adm nistrative and
| egi sl ati ve branches; and

WHEREAS, These chal | enges invol ve basi c | awraki ng functions
of crafting and revising crucial statutes and funding prograns
at appropriate levels; and

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly and the Governor have
hi storically worked together to investigate and devel op renedies
for prior w despread and significant energencies; and

WHEREAS, In 1977 the House of Representatives established
bi parti san task forces and the Senate directed standing
conmm ttees to docunent the causes and effects of a weather and
ener gy energency; and

WHEREAS, These investigations led to significant changes in
t he Public School Code and the then-GC vil Defense Law and
recommendati ons on energy alternatives; and

WHEREAS, During the 1985-1986 | egislative session, the
CGeneral Assenbly and the Governor devel oped a significant
| egi sl ati ve package to respond to tornadoes and flooding in
nort hwest ern Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, During the 1995-1996 | egi sl ative session, a speci al
session called by the Governor and enthusiastically enbraced by
the nmenbers of the General Assenbly led to the passage of ten
statutes to address energency nmanagenent |aw, providing

financi al assistance to individuals, the provision of general
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di saster relief funding and fl ood control, education and
mtigation; and

WHEREAS, Careful analysis and response are as inportant today
as they were in each of those |last significant energencies;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Committee on Transportation is hereby
directed to hold hearings and other formal and i nfornal
inquiries into the role and response of the Departnent of
Transportation to the Valentine's Day storm energency; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That the Conmittee on Veterans Affairs and
Emer gency Preparedness is hereby directed to hold hearings and
other formal and informal inquiries into the roles and responses
of the Pennsylvani a Energency Managenent Agency, the Depart nment
of Mlitary Affairs and the Pennsyl vania National Guard to the
Val entine's Day storm energency; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Committee on the Judiciary is hereby
directed to hold hearings and other formal and i nfornal
inquiries into the roles and responses of the Pennsylvania State
Police and | ocal police forces to the Valentine's Day storm
energency; and be it further

RESCLVED, That each of these comm ttees shall conduct
bi partisan inquiries into the areas assigned to each and t hat
t he executive agencies involved in each commttee's inquiry
shall cooperate with that inquiry conpletely; and be it further

RESCLVED, That each standing commttee chairman or any of its
menbers shall have subpoena power to conpel attendance and
testimony and that each shall further have the power to
adm ni ster oaths and affirmations to wi tnesses appearing before

each commttee; and be it further
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RESCLVED, That the committees shall have 90 days fromthe
date of the adoption of this resolution to conplete all hearings
and any other formal and informal inquiries and shall nake
witten reports of their findings and recomrendations to the
House of Representatives at the first voting session day
following the expiration of the authority to hold hearings under
this resolution; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Speaker of the House of Representatives
shal |l set aside a date thereafter for the commttees to make
formal presentations of their findings and recommendations to
t he nenbers of the House of Representatives assenbled in fornal
voting session; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution shall be transmtted
to the Governor, the heads of the executive agenci es naned
herein and the chairs of the standing conmttees assigned tasks

under this resol ution.
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