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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 141 =55

| NTRODUCED BY PI TTS, AFFLERBACH, GREENWOOD, Tl GUE, CAWLEY, NOYE,
FLI CK, M COzZZI E, FARGO, SHOWERS, PHI LLIPS, MERRY, SEMVEL,
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KUKOVI CH, GEI ST, Cl VERA, ANGSTADT, JACKSQON, JOHNSON, | TKI'N
ARTY, E. Z. TAYLOR AND TRELLO, FEBRUARY 4, 1985

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 4, 1985

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of COctober 27, 1955 (P.L.744, No.222),
entitled, as anended, "An act prohibiting certain practices
of discrimnation because of race, color, religious creed,
ancestry, age or national origin by enployers, enploynent
agenci es, | abor organi zations and others as herein defined;
creating the Pennsyl vania Human Rel ati ons Conmm ssion in the
Depart ment of Labor and Industry; defining its functions,
powers and duties; providing for procedure and enforcenent;
providing for formulation of an educational programto
prevent prejudice; providing for judicial review and
enforcenent and inposing penalties,” providing for the use of
support dogs because of a physical handicap of the user.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 2, 3 and 5(h) and (i) of the act of
Cct ober 27, 1955 (P.L.744, No.222), known as the Pennsyl vani a
Human Rel ati ons Act, anended April 8, 1982 (P.L.284, No.80), are
amended to read:

Section 2. Findings and Declaration of Policy.--

(a) The practice or policy of discrimnation against

i ndi vidual s or groups by reason of their race, color, religious
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creed, ancestry, handicap or disability, use of guide dogs

because of blindness or deafness of the user, use of support

dogs because of a physical handi cap of the user, age, sex, or

national originis a matter of concern of the Commonweal th. Such
di scrimnation fonments donestic strife and unrest, threatens the
rights and privileges of the inhabitants of the Commonweal t h,
and underm nes the foundations of a free denocratic state. The
deni al of equal enploynment, housing and public acconmodati on
opportunities because of such discrimnation, and the consequent
failure to utilize the productive capacities of individuals to
their fullest extent, deprives |arge segnents of the popul ation
of the Commonweal th of earnings necessary to maintain decent
standards of living, necessitates their resort to public relief
and intensifies group conflicts, thereby resulting in grave
injury to the public health and wel fare, conpels nmany
individuals to live in dwellings which are substandard,
unheal t hful and overcrowded, resulting in racial segregation in
public schools and other community facilities, juvenile

del i nquency and other evils, thereby threatening the peace,

heal th, safety and general welfare of the Commonwealth and its

i nhabi t ant s.

(b) It is hereby declared to be the public policy of this
Commonweal th to foster the enploynment of all individuals in
accordance with their fullest capacities regardl ess of their
race, color, religious creed, ancestry, handicap or disability,
use of guide dogs because of blindness or deafness of the user,

use of support dogs because of a physical handi cap of the user,

age, sex, or national origin, and to safeguard their right to
obtain and hold enpl oynment wi thout such discrimnation, to

assure equal opportunities to all individuals and to safeguard
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their rights at places of public accommbdati on and to secure
commerci al housing regardl ess of race, color, religious creed,
ancestry, sex, handicap or disability, use of guide dogs because
of blindness or deafness of the user or national origin.

(c) This act shall be deenmed an exercise of the police power
of the Commonwealth for the protection of the public welfare,
prosperity, health and peace of the people of the Comobnweal th
of Pennsyl vani a.

Section 3. Right to Freedomfrom Di scrimnation in
Enpl oynment, Housing and Pl aces of Public Accomobdati on. --The
opportunity for an individual to obtain enploynment for which he
is qualified, and to obtain all the acconmopbdati ons, advantages,
facilities and privileges of any place of public accommbdati on
and of commercial housing wi thout discrimnation because of
race, color, religious creed, ancestry, handicap or disability,
age, sex or national origin are hereby recogni zed as and
declared to be civil rights which shall be enforceable as set
forth in this act.

The opportunity of an individual to obtain all the
accomopdat i ons, advantages, facilities and privil eges of
commerci al housing without discrimnation due to the sex of an
i ndividual, or to the use of a guide dog because of blindness or

deaf ness of the user, or to the use of a support dog because of

a physical handicap of the user, is hereby recognized as and

declared to be a civil right which shall be enforceable as set
forth in this act.

Section 5. Unlawful Discrimnatory Practices.--1t shall be
an unl awful discrimnatory practice, unless based upon a bona
fide occupational qualification, or in the case of a fraternal

corporation or association, unless based upon nenbership in such
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associ ation or corporation, or except where based upon
appl i cabl e security regul ati ons established by the United States
or the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a:

* %

(h) For any person to:

(1) Refuse to sell, |lease, finance or otherw se to deny or
wi t hhol d commrerci al housing from any person because of the race,
color, religious creed, ancestry, sex, national origin or
handi cap or disability of any prospective owner, occupant or
user of such commercial housing, or to refuse to | ease
commerci al housing to any person due to use of a guide dog

because of the blindness or deafness of the user, or use of a

support dog because of a physical handi cap of the user.

(2) Refuse to I end noney, whether or not secured by nortgage
or otherwi se for the acquisition, construction, rehabilitation,
repair or mai ntenance of conmercial housing or otherw se
wi t hhol d financi ng of conmercial housing fromany person because
of the race, color, religious creed, ancestry, sex, national
origin or handicap or disability of any present or prospective
owner, occupant or user of such conmercial housing.

(3) Discrimnate against any person in the terns or
conditions of selling or |easing any comrercial housing or in
furnishing facilities, services or privileges in connection with
t he ownershi p, occupancy or use of any conmercial housing
because of the race, color, religious creed, ancestry, sex,
national origin or handicap or disability of any present or
prospective owner, occupant or user of such commercial housing
or to discrimnate against any person in the ternms of |easing
any comrercial housing or in furnishing facilities, services or

privileges in connection with the occupancy or use of any
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commerci al housing due to use of a guide dog because of the

bl i ndness or deafness of the user, or use of a support dog

because of a physical handi cap of the user.

(4) Discrimnate against any person in the terns or
conditions of any | oan of nobney, whether or not secured by
nortgage or otherw se for the acquisition, construction,
rehabilitation, repair or mai ntenance of comercial housing
because of the race, color, religious creed, ancestry, sex,
national origin or handicap or disability of any present or
prospective owner, occupant or user of such commercial housing.

(5) Print, publish or circulate any statenent or
advertisenment relating to the sale, |ease or acquisition of any
commerci al housing or the | oan of nobney, whether or not secured
by nortgage, or otherw se for the acquisition, construction,
rehabilitation, repair or mai ntenance of comercial housing
whi ch indicates any preference, limtation, specification, or
di scrim nati on based upon race, color, religious creed,
ancestry, sex, national origin or handicap or disability, or to
print, publish or circulate any statement or advertisenent
relating to the | ease of any conmercial dwelling which indicates
any preference, limtation, specification or discrimnation
based upon use of a guide dog because of the blindness or

deaf ness of the user, or use of a support dog because of a

physi cal handi cap of the user.

(6) Make any inquiry, elicit any information, make or keep
any record or use any form of application, containing questions
or entries concerning race, color, religious creed, ancestry,
sex, national origin or handicap or disability in connection
with the sale or | ease of any commerci al housing or | oan of any

noney, whether or not secured by nortgage or otherw se for the

19850H0141B0155 - 5 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

acqui sition, construction, rehabilitation, repair or naintenance
of conmmerci al housing, or to make any inquiry, elicit any

i nformati on, make or keep any record or use any form of
appl i cation, containing questions or entries concerning the use
of a guide dog because of the blindness or deafness of the user,

or use of a support dog because of a physi cal handi cap of the

user, in connection with the | ease of any conmerci al housi ng.

(1) For any person being the owner, |essee, proprietor,
manager, superintendent, agent or enploye of any place of public
acconmodati on, resort or amusenent to:

(1) Refuse, withhold from or deny to any person because of
his race, color, sex, religious creed, ancestry, national origin
or handicap or disability, or to any person due to use of a
gui de dog because of the blindness or deafness of the user, or

use of a support dog because of a physical handi cap of the user,

either directly or indirectly, any of the accommobdati ons,
advant ages, facilities or privileges of such place of public
acconmodati on, resort or amusenent.

(2) Publish, circulate, issue, display, post or mail, either
directly or indirectly, any witten or printed conmunication,
notice or advertisenent to the effect that any of the
accomopdat i ons, advantages, facilities and privil eges of any
such pl ace shall be refused, withheld fromor denied to any
person on account of race, color, religious creed, ancestry,
national origin or handicap or disability, or to any person due
to use of a guide dog because of the blindness or deafness of

the user, or use of a support dog because of a physi cal handi cap

of the user, or that the patronage or customthereat of any

person, belonging to or purporting to be of any particular race,

color, religious creed, ancestry, national origin or handicap or
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disability, or to any person due to use of a guide dog because

of the blindness or deaf ness of the user, is unwel cone,

* * %

1
2
3 objectionable or not acceptable, desired or solicited.
4
5

Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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