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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 111 =55

| NTRODUCED BY MESSRS. YAHNER, MORRI' S, THOVAS, FRYER, ZELLER
STUBAN, VENGER, STAIRS, D. R WRI GHT, MADI GAN, SHUVAN
W W FOSTER, KLI NGAMAN, DeVERTER, CCOLE AND WLT,
FEBRUARY 8, 1977

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE, FEBRUARY 8, 1977
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AN ACT

Restricting the right to condemm prinme agricultural |ands for
certain purposes.

WHEREAS, Because of the acute shortage of good agricultural
| and, the Pennsyl vania Constitution has been anended, nanely,
Article VI11, section 2(b) (i), to authorize establishnment of
standards and qualifications for |land used for agricultural
pur poses and the maki ng of special provisions for the taxation
of such | and; and

WHEREAS, the General Assenbly realizes that, in years to
come, the trenmendous pressure agai nst naintaining the total
acreage of good agricultural lands will continually increase so
that it is necessary now to further inplenent the provisions of
Article VI1l, section 2 (b) (i) of the Pennsylvania
Constitution; therefore

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Neither the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, nor any
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of its political subdivisions, agencies or authorities shall,
for highway purposes or for the disposal of solid or liquid
waste material, condernm Class |, Cass Il or Class Il
agricultural lands as classified by the Agricultural Soi
Conservation Service of the United States Departnent of
Agriculture, unless a conmttee nade up of six menbers,
consisting of the Director of the Ofice of State Planning and
Devel opnent, or his designee, the Secretary of Agriculture, or
hi s desi gnee, the Secretary of Environnental Resources, or his
desi gnee, the Secretary of Transportation, or his designee, and
two active farmers appointed by the Governor, with the advice
and consent of a majority of the Senate, for a termof four
years, determnes that there is no feasible and prudent
alternative

The Director of the Ofice of State Pl anni ng and Devel opnent
shal | be chairman or such commttee and shall convene the
commttee fromtinme to tine as needed to inplenent this act.

The farm nmenbers of the commttee shall be reinbursed for
actual expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.
Such expenses and any others incurred by the conmttee shall be
paid for fromappropriations nade to the Ofice of State
Pl anni ng and Devel opnent.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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