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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 110  s5a”

| NTRODUCED BY LAUGHLI N, I RVIS, MANDERI NO, Pl EVSKY, DOVBROWABKI ,
KUKOVI CH, SWEET, PI STELLA, JARCLI N, FATTAH DEAL, RI CHARDSON
BURNS, LESCOVI TZ, VEQON, STElI GANER, O DONNELL, GRUI TZA, | TKIN,
CONELL, CAPPABI ANCA, CAWEY AND W GGE NS, JANUARY 28, 1985

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
FEBRUARY 5, 1985
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AN ACT
Providing for the establishnment, operation and adm nistration of
a suppl enental |owincone home energy assi stance program and
maki ng an appropri ation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Pennsyl vani a
Suppl erent al Low | ncone Home Energy Assi stance Program
Section 2. Legislative findings and declaration of policy.
The Ceneral Assenbly finds and decl ares that:
(1) Heat is a necessity of life, particularly in the
W nter.
(2) Rising hone energy costs have significantly reduced
t he real purchasing power of |owincone individuals and
famlies in Pennsylvani a.

(3) Lowincome individuals and famlies need assistance

to nmeet rising heating costs.
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It is, therefore, the policy of the Comonweal th that energy
assi stance shall be nmade available to | owincone individuals and
famlies as set forth herein.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmitnment." The obligation of noneys froman anti ci pated
appropriation to be made by the General Assenbly. The conm t nent
i s contingent upon the eventual passage of an appropriation and
no noney shall be paid out until such an appropriation is
enact ed.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Encunbrance.” That portion of an appropriation which
represents a future expenditure pursuant to a contract, purchase
order or a known denonstrable bill, where an actual paynent of
cash has not been nade.

"Expenditure.” That portion of an appropriation that
represents a paynent of cash.

"Program " The Pennsyl vani a Suppl enental Low | nconme Home
Ener gy Assi stance Program established in section 4.

Section 4. Pennsylvani a Suppl emental Low I ncome Honme Energy
Assi stance Program

(a) Creation.--There is hereby created the Pennsyl vani a
Suppl emrent al Low | ncone Home Energy Assistance Programto be
adm ni stered by the departnent.

(b) Operation.--The program shall be adm nistered and al
funds di sbursed in the same manner as the funds in the Federal

Low I ncome Hone Ener gy Assistance program adm ni stered by the
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1 departnent in accordance with Title XXVI of the Omi bus Budget
2 Reconciliation Act of 1981 (Public Law 97-35, 95 Stat. 357), as

3 anended, as it relates to the provision of:

4 (1) Cash benefit paynents to eligible | owincone

5 individuals and famlies to neet the cost of hone energy.

6 (2) Energy crisis services to eligible |owincone

7 i ndi viduals and famlies.

8 (3) Admnistrative costs associated with the provision
9 of cash benefit paynents and energy crisis services to

10 eligible I owinconme individuals and fam i es.

11 (c) Eligibility.--Eligibility criteria, benefits and benefit

12 levels utilized for the programshall be consistent with the

13 eligibility criteria, benefits and benefit levels utilized by

14 the departnment for the Federal Low Inconme Hone Energy Assistance
15 programfor the State fiscal year in which the funds are

16 appropri at ed.

17 Section 5. Funding of the program

18 (a) Use.--General funds appropriated through this act shal

19 be used solely to provide:

20 (1) Cash benefit paynents to eligible | owincone

21 individuals and famlies to neet the cost of hone energy.

22 (2) Energy crisis services to eligible | owincone

23 i ndi vidual s and famlies.

24 (3) To cover the adm nistrative costs related to the

25 provi sion of cash benefit paynents and energy crisis services
26 to eligible | owinconme individuals and famlies.

27 (b) Intent.--It is the intent of the General Assenbly that

28 general funds annually appropriated for the programbe held in

29 reserve and utilized only after the total anpunt of Federal

30 funds available for ANY ONE OR ALL OF THE THREE PURPOSES <—
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1 DELI NEATED I N SUBSECTI ON (A) UNDER t he Federal Low | nconme Hone

2 Energy Assistance programin that sanme State fiscal year have

3 been expended, encunbered or commtted as certified by the

4 Secretary of the Budget of the Commonweal th. Such certification

5 shall be nade so as to ensure that transition fromthe Federal

6 Low Income Hone Energy Assistance programto the Pennsyl vania

7 programdoes not result in the interruption of eligibility

8 determnation or the delay of benefit paynents.

9 (c) Specific appropriation.--The sum of $25, 000,000, or as
10 nuch thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated from
11 the General Fund for the fiscal year July 1, 1984, to June 30,
12 1985, to carry out the provisions of this act.

13 (d) Future appropriations.--Any general funds provided for
14 the programin subsequent fiscal years shall be appropriated in
15 the General Appropriation Acts for those fiscal years in an

16 armount deened appropriate by the General Assenbly.

17 Section 6. Effective date.

18 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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