PRINTER S No. 115

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 109 s

| NTRODUCED BY CAWEY, Tl GUE, KGCSI NSKI, JARCLIN, WAMBACH, FOX,
DALEY, MHALE, ARGALL, ANGSTADT, ROBI NSON, GAMBLE, MORRI S
RAYMOND, HARPER, BUNT, JOSEPHS, BILLOWN MELI O LUCYK, TRELLG
CAPPABI ANCA, CORRI GAN, ALLEN, @ GLIOITI, PETRARCA, LASH NGER
VEON, PI STELLA AND BELARDI , JANUARY 24, 1989

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND WELFARE, JANUARY 24, 1989

AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), entitled "An
act to consolidate, editorially revise, and codify the public
wel fare | aws of the Commonweal th," further providing for
closing of State hospitals and other State institutions.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Article Ill of the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L. 31,
No. 21), known as the Public Welfare Code, is anended by adding a
subarticle to read:

ARTI CLE 111
STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS | N THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLI C VELFARE

* * %

(f) Leqgislative Oversight

Secti on 361. Legi sl ative Review.--(a) It is hereby decl ared

to be the legislative intent to pronpte the welfare of this

Commpnweal th by providing a revi ew and approval process by
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certain conmttees of the General Assenbly before any State

hospitals or nental health/nental retardati on centers are cl osed

or before their staff or patient popul ation are substantially

reduced by departnment action.

(b) At |least ninety days before the departnent schedul es the

closing of any State hospital or nental heal t h/ nent al

retardati on center, or initiates a policy of staff reducti on or

patient or inmate transfer or outpl acenent which will result in

a twenty-five percent or higher reduction during a twelve-nonth

period of the staff, patient or i nmate popul ati on of such State

hospital or nental health/nental retardati on center, the

departnent shall notify the majority and mnority chai rnen of

the Senate Public Health and Welfare Conm ttee and of the House

Health and Wel fare Comm tt ee.

(c) Upon being notified of the proposed closing or a

substantial reduction in staff or patients as provided in

subsection (b), the House Health and Wel fare Conmittee and the

Senate Public Health and Wel fare Conmittee shall pronptly hol d

either joint or separate public hearings on the departnent's

proposal to determ ne the inpact on the patients, comunity and

(d) The departnent shall not inplement any proposed cl osing

or substantial reduction in staff, patients or i nmates as

provided i n subsection (b) until such tine as the Senate Public

Health and Wel fare Comm ttee and the House Health and Wl fare

Committee, acting individually, each approve the departnent's

pr oposed action and so notify the departnent.

Section 2. This act shall take effect imediately.
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