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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 105 %5

| NTRODUCED BY MELI O, ARGALL, BAKER, BARRAR, BELFANTI
CALTAG RONE, CASORI O, CAUSER, COHEN, CONKLI N, COSTA, CURRY,
DALEY, DeLUCA, FABRI ZI O, FREEMAN, CEI ST, GEORGE, G BBONS,
G NGRI CH, GOODVAN, GRUCELA, HARPER, HENNESSEY, HESS,
HUTCHI NSON, JAMES, JOSEPHS, KING KOTI K, MANN, MARKGOSEK,
MARSHALL, M LLARD, O NEILL, PAYNE, PETRONE, PYLE, ROAE
SAI NATO, SANTONI, SCAVELLO, SCHRODER, S| PTROTH,
Mel LVAI NE SM TH, SOLOBAY, SONNEY, STABACK, SURRA, SWANGER
WATSON, J. WH TE, YOUNGBLOOD AND YUDI CHAK, JANUARY 30, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON LABOR RELATI ONS, JANUARY 30, 2007

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of Decenber 1, 1977 (P.L.249, No.83), entitled,
2 as anmended, "An act prohibiting enployers fromfiring

3 enpl oyees who | ose tine fromenploynent in the |ine of duty
4 as volunteer firenmen, fire police and vol unteer nenbers of

5 anbul ance services and rescue squads; and providi ng

6 penal ties,"” prohibiting enployers fromterm nating,

7 di sciplining or discrimnating agai nst enpl oyees who are

8 vol unteer firemen, fire police or volunteer nenbers of an

9 anbul ance or rescue squad responding to an emergency or ngjor
0 di saster.

1
11 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

12 hereby enacts as foll ows:

13 Section 1. Section 1 of the act of Decenber 1, 1977

14 (P.L.249, No.83), entitled, as anmended, "An act prohibiting

15 enployers fromfiring enployees who |ose tinme from enpl oynent in
16 the line of duty as volunteer firenmen, fire police and vol unteer

17 nmenbers of anbul ance services and rescue squads; and providi ng

18 penalties,” anmended Decenber 5, 1988 (P.L.1102, No.131), is
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amended to read:

Section 1. (a) No enployer shall termnate or discipline an
enpl oyee who is a volunteer fireman, fire police or vol unteer
menber of an anbul ance service or rescue squad and in the line
of duty has responded to a call prior to the tine he was due to
report for work resulting in a loss of time fromhis enploynent.

(b) No enployer shall ternminate or discipline an enpl oyee

who is a volunteer fireman, fire police or vol unteer nenber of

an anbul ance service or rescue squad and in the line of duty is

absent fromor late to his enploynent in order to respond to an

energency or major disaster, as declared by the President of the

United States or the Governor of the Commonweal th. This

subsection shall not apply if an enpl oyee is absent fromhis

enpl oynent for the purpose of responding to an energency or

maj or di saster for a period of nore than 14 days per cal endar

year.
Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 2.1. An enpl oyee who may be absent fromor late to

his enpl oynent in order to respond to an energency or najor

di saster as declared by the President of the United States or

the Governor of the Commpbnwealth in the course of performng his

duties as a volunteer fireman, fire police or vol unteer nenber

of an anbul ance service or rescue squad shall make a reasonabl e

effort to notify the enpl oyee's enpl oyer that the enpl oyee nay

be absent or |late and shall continue to provi de reasonabl e

notificati ons over the course of the enpl oyee's absence.

Section 3. Sections 3 and 4 of the act, amended Decenber 5,
1988 (P.L.1102, No.131), are anmended to read:
Section 3. (a) Any enployee losing tinme as provided in

section 1 shall supply his enployer with a statenent fromthe
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chi ef executive officer of his volunteer fire conpany, anbul ance
service or rescue squad or its affiliated organization stating
that he responded to a call and the time thereof.

(b)Y |If an enpl oyee |loses tine fromenpl oynent in order to

respond to an energency or nmajor disaster, as declared by the

Presi dent of the United States or the Governor of the

Commpnweal th, an enpl oyer may request the enpl oyee to provi de

the enployer with a witten verification fromthe Federal

Ener gency Managenent Agency official supervising the response to

the energency or nmjor disaster or the Pennsyl vani a Ener gency

Managenent Agency official supervising the response to the

energency or major disaster stating that the enpl oyee responded

to the enmergency or major disaster in an official capacity and

stating the tine and dates of the energency or nmjor di saster.

Section 4. As used in this act, "line of duty"” shall nean
going to, comng fromor during fire prevention and safety
activities which includes fire prevention, first aid, rescue and
sal vage, anbul ance service, fire police work, assistance at
accidents, control of crowds both on the fire grounds and at
occasions of public or general assenbly, animal rescue,
abat enent of conditions due to storm flood or general peril,

abat enent or renoval of hazards to safety, response to an

energency or maj or di saster as declared by the President of the

United States or the Governor of the Commonweal th and such ot her

activities as are commonly undertaken by fire conpani es,

anbul ance services or rescue squads or their affiliated

organi zations. The term "enpl oyer” includes any individual,
partnershi p, association, corporation, business trust, or any
person or group of persons acting directly or indirectly in the

interest of an enployer in relation to any enpl oyee. The term
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"di scipline” shall nean the taking of any action against an
enpl oyee whi ch adversely affects his regular pay to an extent

greater than permtted by section 2, his job status or

1
2
3
4 opportunity for pronotion, or his right to any benefit granted
5 by the enployer to other simlarly situated enpl oyees.

6

Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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