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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION
No. 41  >%%”

| NTRODUCED BY ARMSTRONG, FLI CK, HUTCHI NSQON, BAKER, BUTKOVI TZ,
MELI O FORCI ER, STABACK, BARD, BENNI NGHOFF, BI RVELIN, CLYMER
DAI LEY, DALLY, DRUCE, EGOLF, FICHTER, HABAY, HARHART,
HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, JAMES, KENNEY, LAUGHLI N, LEH, MAHER
MAJOR, MARSI CO, McNAUGHTON, M COZZIE, S. MLLER ORI E, PESC,
Pl PPY, ROBERTS, ROHRER, ROSS, RUBLEY, SATHER, SAYLOR,
SCHRCDER, SEMMEL, SEYFERT, STAIRS, WLT, WRI GHT, YOUNGBLOCD
AND Z| MVERVAN, FEBRUARY 17, 1999

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAI RS,
FEBRUARY 17, 1999
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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorializing the nenbers of Congress from Pennsylvania to
support and pass |legislation protecting the states from
Federal seizure of tobacco settlenent funds by the Secretary
of Health and Human Services of the United States as an
over paynent under the Federal Medicaid program
WHEREAS, In 1994 the states initiated the first lawsuits
based on violations of state | aw by the tobacco industry; and
WHEREAS, The states, through |eadership and years of
commtment to pursuing |awsuits, achieved a conprehensive
settlenent with the tobacco industry; and
WHEREAS, After bearing all of the risks and expenses in the
negoti ations and litigation necessary to proceed with their
lawsuit, a settlenment was won by the states w thout any
assi stance fromthe Congress of the United States or the Federal

Gover nnent ; and

WHEREAS, On Novenber 23, 1998, the states' Attorneys Ceneral
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and the tobacco conpani es announced a two-prong agreenent
focusi ng on advertising, marketing and | obbying and on nonetary
paynents which the conpanies will nmake to the states; and

WHEREAS, The states' Attorneys Ceneral carefully crafted the
t obacco agreenent to reflect only state costs; and

WHEREAS, Medi caid costs were neither a najor issue in
negotiating the settlenment nor an itemnentioned in the final
agreenent; and

WHEREAS, The Federal Governnment is not entitled to take away
fromthe states any of the funds negotiated on their behalf as a
result of state lawsuits; and

VHEREAS, The Federal Governnent can initiate its own | awsuit
or settlement with the tobacco industry; and

VHEREAS, The states are entitled to all of the funds awarded
to themin the tobacco settlenment agreenent without Federal
seizure; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the House of Representatives of the
Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania nmenorialize the Pennsyl vani a
congressional delegation to support and pass | egislation
protecting the states from Federal seizure of tobacco settl enent
funds by the Secretary of Health and Human Services of the
United States as an overpaynent under the Federal Medicaid
program by anmendi ng section 1903(d)(3) of the Social Security
Act (49 Stat. 620, 42 U.S.C. § 1396b(d)(3)); and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each

menber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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