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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 20  *5a”

| NTRODUCED BY STAI RS, BAKER, SAYLOR, TRUE, HERNMAN, KI NG BROWW,
FARGO, COLAI ZZO, KREBS, ARMSTRONG LYNCH, PLATTS, HERSHEY,
FLEAGLE, EGOLF, COWELL, SCHULER, RUDY, RAYMOND, M LLER, HESS,
HALUSKA, STERN, B. SM TH, GEI ST, COY, TULLI, STEELMAN, MERRY
MARSI CO, LLOYD, Cl VERA AND YOUNGBLOOD, JANUARY 19, 1995

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, JANUARY 19, 1995
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AN ACT
Providing for agricultural education prograns; inposing duties
on the Departnent of Education; and creating the Advisory
Council on Agricultural Education.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Agricul tural
Educati on Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The General Assenbly declares it is the purpose of this act
to:
(1) Require the Departnment of Education to devel op and
i npl enment agricul tural education progranms for the educati onal
systens of this Commonweal th, which progranms shall be
avai l abl e to the general student popul ation. The prograns

shall incorporate agricultural concepts into the basic school

curricula and shall be designed to educate the general
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student popul ati on about the inportance of the agriculture

i ndustry and the role of agriculture in the students' lives.

Agricul tural education progranms may include instruction on

issues related to agriculture, including, but not limted to,

food safety, pesticides, farm and preservation, waste
managenent, wetlands, nutrient nmanagenment, food production
and food processing, animal health, and statutory and

regul atory protections of the right to farm

(2) Encourage the agricultural education efforts of

ot her agenci es where appropriate, including, but not limted

to, those of the county conservation districts, the

Cooperative Extension Service of the Pennsylvania State

University, the University of Pennsylvania Veterinary School,

t he Departnent of Agriculture, the Departnent of

Envi ronnment al Resources, the Departnent of Community Affairs

and the Departnent of Transportation.

(3) Create and establish the Advisory Council on

Agricul tural Education within the Departnment of Educati on.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Council."™ The Advisory Council on Agricultural Education
est abl i shed under this act.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Education of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Education of the Commonweal th.
Section 4. Powers and duties of departnent.

The departnent shall have the power and its duty shall be to:

(1) Provide assistance, support and resource infornmation
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to educators and public and private educati on agenci es and
organi zati ons on agricul tural education prograns.

(2) Identify, recognize and establish awards for
exenpl ary agricul tural education curricula devel oped in
Conmmonweal t h school s.

(3) Use the departnment's council and | ocal school
di strict occupational advisory commttees to serve as the
conduit to bring youth and adult education prograns into
communities and school s, focusing on agricultural industry

i ssues of inportance to this Conmonweal t h.

Section 5. Agricultural education report.

The secretary shall prepare and submt an annual report to

t he Governor and the General Assenbly outlining agricultural
education prograns and achi evenents, highlighting new
initiatives and reconmendi ng future program needs.

Section 6. Advisory Council on Agricultural Education.

(a) Duties.--There is hereby created the Advisory Council on

Agricul tural Education within the Departnment of Education. The

council shall

(1) Advise and assist the secretary in conducting a
continual assessnent of the trends and needs in agricultural
educati on.

(2) Advise and assist the secretary in carrying out
agricultural education activities.

(3) Make recomrendations to the secretary with respect
to the use of any funds used to support agricultural
education activities.

(4) Make recomrendations to the secretary to help foster
agricultural education prograrns.

(b) Conposition.--The council shall consist of 13 nenbers,

19950H0020B0018 - 3 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

as foll ows:
(1) The secretary, who shall serve as chairperson
(2) The Secretary of Agriculture.
(3) Eleven nenbers to be appointed by the secretary as
foll ows:

(i) Three Commonweal th residents representing the
food processing industry.

(i1i) Three Commonweal th residents who are active in
commercial agricultural production industry.

(ti1) Three Commonweal th residents representing the
commercial agricultural marketing industry.

(iv) One representative of an agricultural college
froma State-related university.

(v) One nenber who is a vocational agriculture
teacher. I n appointing this nenber, the secretary shal
consi der nom nees recommended by the Pennsyl vani a
Vocational Agriculture Teachers Associ ati on.

I n appointing nmenbers representing the food processing,

commercial agricultural production and comrerci al

agricultural marketing industries, the secretary shal

consi der nom nees fromlistings prepared and submtted by the

Pennsyl vani a Council of Farm Organizations and the public at

| ar ge.

(c) Appointnents, terns and expenses.--The terns of office
for each of the 11 appointed council nenbers shall be three
years. However, the initial appointnent of nmenbers representing
t he food processing, conmercial agricultural production and
commercial agricultural marketing industries shall be as
foll ows:

(1) One nenber representing each industry shall be
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appointed for a termof one year.
(2) One nenber representing each industry shall be
appointed for a termof two years.
(3) One nenber representing each industry shall be
appointed for a termof three years.
A menber may be appointed for nore than one termand shall serve
until a successor has been appoi nted. Menbers shall not be
conpensat ed but shall be reinbursed for actual expenses in
accordance with the rules of the executive board.

(d) Ofices and byl aws.--The council shall convene at | east
annual Iy, shall elect a vice chairperson to serve a one-year
term and shall adopt bylaws for governing its operations.

(e) Staff.--The secretary shall designate staff as may be
necessary for the operation of the council.

Section 7. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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