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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL

1 6 Special Session No. 1 of
NoO. 2007-2008

| NTRODUCED BY KI NG DeWEESE, M CALL, CONKLI N, HARKI NS,
BLACKWELL, BRENNAN, FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GEORGE, GERBER
HORNAMVAN, LEACH, MAHONEY, MJUNDY, M O BRI EN, M GEEHAN
PASHI NSKI, SANTONI, SAYLOR, S| PTROTH, WALKO, YOUNGBLOOD
MURT, READSHAW CEl ST, RUBLEY, FABRI ZI O AND JOSEPHS,
SEPTEMBER 24, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
SEPTEMBER 24, 2007
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AN ACT

Establishing a State Energy Ofice and providing for its powers
and duties; and naking rel ated repeals.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the State Energy
Ofice Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Council.™ An advisory council established under this act.

"Office." The State Energy O fice established under this
act .

Section 3. Est abl i shnent.
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The State Energy O fice is established in the Governor's
Ofice to pronote the goals of energy devel opnent and energy
conservati on.

Section 4. Conposition of office.

(a) Chairperson.--The Governor shall be the chairperson of
the office.

(b) Executive director and staff.--The Governor shal
desi gnate an executive director and hire the staff of the office
in accordance with procedures of the Governor's Ofice of
Adm ni stration and Ofice of the Budget.

Section 5. Advisory council.

An advi sory council shall be appointed by the Governor to be
conposed of nenbers of the General Assenbly, the business and
transportation communities of this Commonweal th, public
officials and the general public. The purpose of the council is
to provide advice and assistance to the office on matters
affecting the State's energy situation. Advisory council menbers
shall be reinbursed for the expense of participating in advisory
counci | functi ons.

Section 6. Powers and duties of office.

The powers and duties of the office are as foll ows:

(1) To pronote the devel opnent of this Conmonweal th's

i ndi genous and renewabl e energy resources through prograns

involving informati on and technical and financial assistance.

(2) To pronote the efficient use of energy by the State
government and all sectors of this Comonweal th. Wrking with
the Governor's G een Governnent Council, the office shal
encourage energy efficiency and conservation through prograns
providing informati on and technical and financial assistance.

The office shall also work with the Pennsylvania Public
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Utility Comm ssion to devel op specific prograns to pronote
energy efficiency for commercial, industrial and residential
consuners of deregulated utilities, such as natural gas and
electricity.

(3) To be the point of contact for private and
government energy matters and the | ead Commonweal t h agency
for energy policy developnment. The office shall regularly
update the Commonweal th's energy policy to determ ne new
opportunities for energy devel opnent and energy conservati on.

(4) To be the primary manager and coordi nator of Federal
energy grants, petrol eum overcharge funds and private energy
grants.

(5) To assist in the review of energy-related pl ans,
prograns, policies and regul ati ons of other Commonweal th
agencies and to provide recomrendations to further pronote
ener gy devel opnent and energy conservation. The office is
authorized to intervene in energy-rel ated proceedi ngs of the
Pennsyl vania Public Utility Comm ssion and ot her Federal or
State regul atory agenci es.

(6) To nonitor prices of petrol eum and supplies of
petrol eum products available for use in this Comonwealth to
determ ne whether there exists or is likely to exist a
shortage under section 2802-C(d) of the act of April 9, 1929
(P.L.177, No.175), known as The Adm nistrative Code of 1929,
and to conduct energency allocation neasures during a period
of decl ared energency petrol eum product shortage under
section 2802-C of The Adm nistrative Code of 1929. The office
shall al so nonitor the price and supply of energy to provide
information to the Governor on the changing inpact of energy

prices on this Commonweal th's econony.
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(7) To assume the responsibilities assigned to the
Depart ment of Environnmental Protection under the act of June
28, 1995 (P.L.89, No.18), known as the Conservation and
Nat ural Resources Act, which had been assigned to the
Pennsyl vani a Energy O fice under prior statutes, regul ations
and executive orders, including the adm nistration of the
funds transferred to the departnment under section 507 of the
Conservation and Natural Resources Act.

(8) To pronote the establishnent of a regional strategic
heating oil and diesel fuel reserve in the Mddle Atlantic
States and ot her prograns that ensure that energy shortages
or price surges do not harmthis Commonweal th's econony.

Section 7. Repeals.
Repeal s are as foll ows:

(1) The General Assenbly declares that the repeal under
paragraph (2) is necessary to effectuate the provisions of
this act.

(2) Sections 504, 507 and 508 of the act of June 28,
1995 (P.L.89, No.18), known as the Conservation and Natural
Resources Act, are repeal ed.

Section 8. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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