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Honorable Members of the Pennsylvania House Transportation Committee, 

 

My name is Tim Edwards, and I am Board Member of the Aviation Council of Pennsylvania and Executive 

Director of the Susquehanna Regional Airport Authority. I am honored to appear before the committee 

today to share our perspective on the implementation of digital driver's licenses in the Commonwealth 

of Pennsylvania. 

First and foremost, I would like to express my gratitude for the committee's commitment to exploring 

innovative solutions that can enhance the efficiency and security of our transportation systems. As our 

organization continues to embrace digital advancements, it is imperative that our regulatory framework 

evolves to accommodate these changes. 

I am here to voice our support for the adoption of digital driver's licenses in Pennsylvania with an 

important amendment. That all mobile driver’s licenses issued by the Commonwealth must conform 

with REAL ID standards (or its future equivalent) as set forth by the Department of Homeland Security 

and the Transportation Security Administration. Currently a path for a waiver for mDL’s is being planned, 

and Pennsylvania should follow that directive.  

On August 30, 2023, the Department of Homeland Security issued a Notice for Proposed Rule Making to 

establish “Minimum Standards for Driver's Licenses and Identification Cards Acceptable by Federal 

Agencies for Official Purposes; Waiver for Mobile Driver's Licenses” (88 FR 60056). This was in response 

to the REAL ID Modernization Act (2020) that clarified that the REAL ID Act applies to state-issued 

mobile driver’s licenses and mobile identification cards.  

The Department of Homeland Security is prepared to have a process in place for states that issue mobile 

drivers licenses by the REAL ID enforcement date of May 7, 2025.  Ensuring that Pennsylvania aligns with 

those processes will allow for more Pennsylvanians to seamlessly access our commercial aviation 

ecosystem.  

According to the TSA, there are 21 states that have adopted digital driver’s licenses and 28 airport 

security checkpoints are utilizing this technology. Of those states, only 7 have been approved for use by 

TSA. 

The aviation industry, like many others, has undergone a substantial digital transformation in recent 

years. The integration of digital technologies not only improves operational processes but also enhances 

the overall safety and security of our transportation systems. 

Key benefits of implementing digital driver's licenses include: 

1. Enhanced Security: Digital driver's licenses can incorporate advanced security features, such as 

biometric authentication and encryption, making it more difficult for fraudulent activities to 

occur. 
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2. Convenience for Citizens: Digital licenses provide citizens with a convenient and accessible 

means of carrying identification. With smartphones becoming ubiquitous, individuals can easily 

store and present their digital licenses, reducing the need for physical documents. 

3. Efficiency in Verification: Law enforcement officers and security personnel can quickly and 

accurately verify digital licenses, streamlining routine checks and reducing the potential for 

human error. 

4. Cost Savings: Over time, the transition to digital licenses can lead to cost savings for both 

government agencies and citizens. The reduced need for physical materials and streamlined 

processes can contribute to more efficient resource allocation. 

5. Adaptability to Emerging Technologies: Digital licenses can serve as a foundation for future 

innovations in transportation and identification technologies, ensuring that Pennsylvania 

remains at the forefront of progress in these critical areas. 

In the ever-evolving landscape of modern transportation, the mandate for Real ID implementation 

in our state emerges as a pivotal step, particularly in facilitating air travel. This imperative is 

underscored by several key factors that directly impact the ease and efficiency of residents' 

experiences when flying domestically: 

1. Compliance with Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Regulations: Real ID compliance is a 

prerequisite for air travel within the United States, as mandated by the Federal Aviation 

Administration. Ensuring that our residents possess Real ID-compliant identification eliminates 

complications during airport security checks, promoting smoother and more expedient travel 

experiences. 

2. Seamless Boarding Processes: Real ID-compliant driver's licenses streamline the boarding 

process at airports, reducing the likelihood of delays or inconveniences for travelers. This 

efficiency not only benefits individual passengers but contributes to the overall operational 

efficiency of airports. 

3. Elimination of Secondary Screening: Non-compliance with Real ID standards may subject 

travelers to additional security measures, leading to longer wait times and potential disruptions. 

Mandating Real ID helps residents avoid such inconveniences and ensures a more efficient and 

secure air travel experience. 

4. Enhanced National Security at Airports: Real ID standards were established to enhance the 

security of identification documents, a critical aspect in maintaining the safety of air travel. By 

mandating Real ID, our state actively contributes to the collective effort to fortify national 

security measures within airports. 

5. Consistency in Identification Standards: Real ID sets a national standard for identification, 

fostering consistency across states. This consistency is particularly valuable in the context of air 

travel, where passengers often traverse multiple jurisdictions. Mandating Real ID aligns our 
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state with this standardized approach, promoting a more coherent and user-friendly experience 

for travelers. 

6. Public Confidence in Travel Security: The adoption of Real ID instills confidence in travelers by 

assuring them that their identification meets stringent security standards. This assurance is vital 

in encouraging individuals to travel without concerns about potential complications or 

uncertainties related to identification verification. 

 

It is important to note that while advocating for the adoption of digital driver's licenses, we must also 

prioritize the protection of individual privacy and data security. Robust measures should be in place to 

safeguard the personal information contained in digital licenses, and comprehensive guidelines must be 

established to govern their issuance and usage. These align with standards such as, NIST SP 800-53 Rev. 

5 and ISO/IEC 27001:2022. 

In conclusion, the implementation of digital driver's licenses represents a progressive step towards 

modernizing our transportation systems. I urge the committee to consider the numerous benefits 

associated with this technology and to explore how it can contribute to a safer, more efficient, and 

digitally resilient future for Pennsylvania. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. I am available to answer any questions or provide further 

information on this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tim Edwards, Board Member 

Aviation Council of Pennsylvania 


