
 

DATE: 12/8/2023 

 

TO: Pennsylvania House of Representatives, Environmental Resources and Energy Committee 

 

REG:  House Bill 1467 

Chair Vitali and members of the Environmental Resources and Energy Committee, my name is 

Walker Adams. I am testifying representing both my employer Leeward Renewable Energy and MAREC 

Action. I am here to testify in favor of House Bill 1467 and, more broadly, AEPS expansion. Thank you for 

the opportunity to speak to the committee today. 

 
Based in Dallas, Texas, LRE is a utility-scale wind, solar, and battery storage developer and long-

term owner-operator of wind, solar, and battery storage. LRE operates 27 utility-scale projects across 11 

states, totaling 2.7 gigawatts of utility-scale generation capacity. LRE is positioned for growth, 

responding to market demand for renewable energy. The company is slated to increase our investment 

across our generation portfolio, with more than 100 projects in development, totaling 20 gigawatts, 

located across 23 states. 

 
LRE has operated utility-scale wind projects in Pennsylvania since 2006. LRE operates two wind 

projects in the Commonwealth: the Allegheny Ridge project in Cambria and Blair Counties, in operation 

since 2007, and the Bear Creek project in Luzerne County, in operation since 2006. Having been in 

operation for nearly two decades, these wind projects have become part of the fabric of their 

communities and the Commonwealth’s energy supply. These projects contribute vital tax dollars to their 

communities and sustain long-term jobs across the industry’s supply chain.  

 

As an energy exporter, the Commonwealth’s energy sector is an economic engine. From the 

construction of the first turbines in the state more than 20 years ago, Pennsylvania’s wind industry has 

now grown to power nearly 350,000 homes annually1. The broader clean energy sector— including solar 

and storage—supports nearly 10,000 Pennsylvania jobs, $4 billion in private capital investment, and 

pays $9.5 million each year to rural landowners that host clean energy projects on their property2. 

Increasing the AEPS would further expand this growth by attracting additional investment in renewable 

energy projects. As part of our growth strategy, LRE is also targeting further investment in the Allegheny 

Ridge Project by repowering the site with new, state-of-the-art technology. 

 

Recent research found raising the AEPS to 30% would increase renewables deployment in 

Pennsylvania 40 – 50% more by 20353. This will translate to billions of dollars in new capital investment 

for the commonwealth. Consumers will also benefit from the expansion of wind and solar power 

through decreasing wholesale electricity costs and peak demand shaving. As PJM’s Event Analysis and 

Recommendation Report following Winter Storm Elliott shows, wind generation met and exceeded its 

commitments to PJM, supporting the electric grid’s stability with reliable low-cost electricity4. Further 

highlighting wind generation’s consumer benefits, Berkeley National Laboratories concluded that wind 

output in the PJM region reduced wholesale prices by 24% during maximum net-load hours5. 



 

 

Furthermore, PJM is forecasting a reserve margin shortfall by 2030 and has emphasized it is critical 

that we bring more generation facilities online to avoid future resource adequacy issues6. The vast 

majority of proposed power plants in Pennsylvania’s PJM queue are solar, wind and storage. RECs 

provide market certainty for independent power producers to support additional investment in 

Pennsylvania. As an owner-operator of REC-producing wind farms, LRE leverages the REC market to 

secure both near- and long-term revenue streams. By raising the AEPS, the Commonwealth has an 

opportunity to encourage the further buildout of renewable energy and capitalize on a growing portion 

of what is estimated to be a $26.5 billion dollar market nationally by 20307. 

 

By encouraging the diversification of generation resources, Pennsylvania will facilitate the continued 

buildout of renewable energy, decrease wholesale electricity prices, increase investment in 

Pennsylvania, and foster grid stability. Raising the AEPS is a win for Pennsylvania’s energy producers, 

consumers, and the electric grid. Thank you again for the opportunity to testify today. I welcome any 

questions from the committee.  

Walker Adams 

Government Affairs Associate 

Leeward Renewable Energy, LLC 

6688 N. Central Expressway, Suite 500, Dallas TX 75206 

Phone 325-227-0668 

walker.adams@leewardenergy.com 

leewardenergy.com 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:walker.adams@leewardenergy.com
mailto:walker.adams@leewardenergy.com
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leewardenergy.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CBent.Kjellberg%40LeewardEnergy.com%7C07b7788907cc4cfb3e5808dbcfff510c%7Cbdce59851e534ff6af27fa9cd7ef06c6%7C0%7C0%7C638332467736158261%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fCPMO21TURn1CFDHn%2FPedSdx4yVcw5nYl7RUGbtnSnI%3D&reserved=0


 

Library of References 
1. Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. “Wind Energy in Pennsylvania,” 

2023. Wind Power (pa.gov). 

 

2. American Clean Power Association. “Clean Power Pennsylvania Fact Sheet.” 

Pennsylvania_clean_energy_factsheet.pdf (cleanpower.org) 

 

3. Morris, Jackson. “Impacts of RGGI and an Expanded AEPS in Pennsylvania Integrated Planning 
Modeling (IPM) Results.” Natural Resources Defense Council. 
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/2023-05/pa-rggi-aeps-ipm-results-202302.pdf. 

 
4. PJM. “PJM Details Resource Retirements, Replacements and Risks.” February 24, 2023. PJM 

Details Resource Retirements, Replacements and Risks | PJM Inside Lines 
 
5. PJM. “Winter Storm Elliott: Event Analysis and Recommendation Report.” July 17, 2023. 

https://pjm.com/-/media/library/reports-notices/special-reports/2023/20230717-
winter-storm-elliott-event-analysis-and-recommendation-report.ashx. 

 
6. Mills, Andrew, Dev Millstein, Ryan Wiser, Joachim Steel, Juan Pablo Carvallo, Seongeun 

Jeong, and Will Gorman. “Impact of Wind, Solar, and Other Factors on Wholesale Power 
Prices.” Electricity Markets and Policy Group, Energy Analysis and Environmental 
Impacts Division, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory. November 2019. https://eta-
publications.lbl.gov/sites/default/files/lbnl_-
_wind_and_solar_impacts_on_wholesale_prices_approved.pdf. 

 
7. Wilson, Adam, and Tony Lenoir. “US Renewable Energy Credit Market Size to Double to $26 

Billion by 2030.” S&P Global Market Intelligence. December 16, 2022. 
https://www.spglobal.com/marketintelligence/en/news-insights/research/us-
renewable-energy-credit-market-size-to-double-to-26-billion-by-2030. 

 

 

https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/Energy/Wind/Pages/default.aspx
https://cleanpower.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Pennsylvania_clean_energy_factsheet.pdf
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/2023-05/pa-rggi-aeps-ipm-results-202302.pdf
https://insidelines.pjm.com/pjm-details-resource-retirements-replacements-and-risks/
https://insidelines.pjm.com/pjm-details-resource-retirements-replacements-and-risks/
https://pjm.com/-/media/library/reports-notices/special-reports/2023/20230717-winter-storm-elliott-event-analysis-and-recommendation-report.ashx
https://pjm.com/-/media/library/reports-notices/special-reports/2023/20230717-winter-storm-elliott-event-analysis-and-recommendation-report.ashx
https://eta-publications.lbl.gov/sites/default/files/lbnl_-_wind_and_solar_impacts_on_wholesale_prices_approved.pdf
https://eta-publications.lbl.gov/sites/default/files/lbnl_-_wind_and_solar_impacts_on_wholesale_prices_approved.pdf
https://eta-publications.lbl.gov/sites/default/files/lbnl_-_wind_and_solar_impacts_on_wholesale_prices_approved.pdf
https://www.spglobal.com/marketintelligence/en/news-insights/research/us-renewable-energy-credit-market-size-to-double-to-26-billion-by-2030
https://www.spglobal.com/marketintelligence/en/news-insights/research/us-renewable-energy-credit-market-size-to-double-to-26-billion-by-2030

