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Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony today to discuss House Bill 1714. 

By way of introduction, I am Lisa Kane Brown, an attorney from Montgomery County. I 
have been a child advocate for almost 17 years, and prior to practicing law I was a special 
education teacher. I represent children who are victims of and witnesses to crimes, 
victims of abuse and neglect, and children in foster care. Part of the foster care population 
that I represent are unaccompanied refugee minors, who are resettled here in 
Pennsylvania.  

My prepared remarks today are made in connection with my unique familiarity on this 
matter, about which I have acquired significant knowledge and expertise through my 
nearly two decades of experience representing children.  

I am submitting this testimony at the request of John Scarpato, Executive Director of the 
Labor and Industry Committee, with whom I recently discussed House Bill 1714, and the 
goal to effectively address the issue of child labor and child labor trafficking. My written 
remarks reflect concerns I have with some of the language and provisions in the bill.  

I have represented numerous clients who were placed in foster care here in our 
Commonwealth after being removed from horrific working conditions in other states, 
including a filthy poultry farm, and a restaurant where the child slept on the premises, 
and was found working alongside a convicted sex offender.  

It is important to distinguish between the employers who are violating the law and the 
children who are subjected to these conditions. Cross reporting, particularly to 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, can be a valuable tool in holding the adults who 
commit these violations accountable, but it is also crucial that the traumatized children 
who are found in these workplaces are not penalized for being victims of abuse.  

42 Pa.C.S. §6302 (1) defines a dependent child as follows: A child who is without proper 
parental care or control, subsistence, education as required by law, or other care or 
control necessary for his physical, mental, or emotional health or morals. In addition, 42 
Pa.C.S. §6302(3) and (4) respectively state that a child is dependent if they have been 
abandoned by their parent, guardian or other custodian, or a child is without a parent, 
guardian, or legal custodian.  



These children should be placed in foster care just as their domestic counterparts would 
be under these circumstances. There is parity between domestic dependency cases and 
those involving unaccompanied refugee minors. Children who are trafficked in, and used 
for child labor should be entitled to the same services. Every child deserves a safe 
environment where their needs can be met.  

The criminal penalties in the bill are significant and warranted. They also provide an 
opportunity to hold violators accountable, act as a deterrent, and, I would suggest, the 
monetary penalties could provide needed funding for these victims to receive care. The 
bill should also mandate that the fines paid, in full or in part, be placed in a fund in order 
to reimburse the Commonwealth for the cost of foster care and related services for any 
child victims. 

Thank you for receiving my remarks on this proposed legislation. I look forward to 
responding to any questions that may be prompted by what I have submitted for your 
consideration. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

Lisa Kane Brown, Esquire 

 

 

 

 


