
 
To the Honorable Representa�ve Krajewski, Representa�ve Schemel and members of the 
Subcommi�ee on Health Care 
 
My name is John Daviau, Director of State and Local Affairs for Smart Approaches to Marijuana 
 (SAM), and SAM Ac�on. Smart Approaches to Marijuana envisions a society where marijuana 
policies are aligned with the scien�fic understanding of marijuana’s harms, and the 
commercializa�on and normaliza�on of marijuana are no more. Our mission is to educate 
ci�zens on the science of marijuana and to promote health-first, smart policies and a�tudes 
that decrease marijuana use and its consequences.  I am submi�ng tes�mony opposed to the 
legaliza�on of adult-use marijuana. 
 
We at SAM are perplexed by the move to legalize adult use marijuana considering the drug and 
mental health crises in the U.S.  More US adults have received mental health diagnoses than 
adults in other high-income countries. (The Commonwealth Founda�on, 2020).  In addi�on to 
the opioid crisis, marijuana and hallucinogen use, binge drinking reached historic highs among 
adults 35 to 50 (NIDA 2023).   
 
The health consequences of marijuana use is se�led science, and the known consequences 
keep growing as more studies are being conducted.  The increasing health consequences can be 
a�ributed to a number of factors. 

1. Many more Americans are using marijuana – 52.5 million Amaericans used marijuana in 
2021, compared to 17.5 Americans in 1992. (NSDUH 2021)   Between 21 and 30% of 
users have a marijuana use disorder. (NIDA, 2019a) If a user is below the age of 18, they 
are seven �mes more likely to develop a marijuana use disorder. (NIDA, 2019a)  Simple 
math demonstrates that between 11million and 16 million Amaericans have a marijuana 
use disorder.  This is no small number of Americans who need treatment.  But does this 
affect youth use of marijuana?  In states that have legalized “adult use” marijuana, 12–
17-year-olds have experienced a 25% increase in marijuana use disorder compared to 
non-legal states. (Cerda et.al, 2020) 

2. Physical and Mental Health - Marijuana users are 25% more likely to need emergency 
care and hospitaliza�on. (Vozoris et al., 2022) Between 2011 and 2021, marijuana-
related emergency department visits increased by 77% to over 800,000 ED visits. 
(DAWN, 2011&2021) Among teenagers in Colorado, emergency department visits for 
marijuana increased post legaliza�on, 71% for psychiatric events. (Dr. Ken Finn, 2019) 
Poison control center calls for marijuana inges�on by children under 5 years of age 
increased 1,375% in just three years from 2018 to 2020. (2011&2021 DAWN) 
In Colorado, marijuana is the number one substance found in youth suicide toxicology 
reports. (Roberts, 2019) 

3. High Potency Marijuana and Mental Health - Marijuana potency has increased 
significantly and rapidly; marijuana in the 1970s had an average of 2% THC (the 



psychoac�ve component in marijuana), but today average potency ranges from 18-35% 
and products as high as 99% are sold in state legal shops. Research tells us that high 
potency products are more addic�ve and result in worse health outcomes for users, 
especially teens and young adults. At least 56 scien�fic studies have confirmed the link 
between high-potency marijuana and psychosis. (van der Steur, Batalla, Bossong, 2020) 

4. Driving under the influence of drugs DUID - Marijuana is implicated in 1 in 4 road 
deaths in Colorado (CO Division of Criminal Jus�ce, 2020) and federal legaliza�on would 
bring 7,000 more driving fatali�es annually (Kamer, et al., 2020). 

5. The Marijuana Black Market - No state has eliminated or even reduced the illicit market, 
but instead, legaliza�on boosts the illicit market. Between 70-80% of marijuana sold in 
California legal pot shops was produced and grown illegally. (NBC News, 2022) In 
addi�on, 85-90% of California produced marijuana is illegally exported (Fuller, 2019) 

6. Marijuana tax revenues will be a boon to the Keystone State – Marijuana tax revenue 
as a percent of state budgets is usually less than 1%.  In 21-22, COP reports only .09% of 
their state budget, OR reported 0.3% and CA reported 0.49%. (FY 21-22 State Budgets) A 
new study by the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City found that “Post-legaliza�on, 
average state income grew by 3 percent, house prices by 6 percent, and popula�on by 2 
percent. However, substance use disorders, chronic homelessness, and arrests 
increased by 17, 35, and 13 percent, respec�vely.” (Brown, Cohen and Felix, 2023) 

7. Marijuana and the environment - Marijuana is an environmental blight that consumes 
energy, pollutes the air and water supply, results in land cover changes, and uses 
harmful pes�cides. Marijuana produc�on u�lizes nearly four �mes more energy than 
coal or oil produc�on (Reitz, 2015). It takes more water to grow marijuana than any 
other conven�onal crop, including wheat and rice. Indoor marijuana grows emit as much 
CO2 as 3.3 million cars. (Larkin & Sweeney, 2022) 

 
Given the exis�ng mental health and drug crises in the U.S., and the failure of exis�ng legal 
states inability to protect our public health, our youth, economy and environment, SAM 
recommends that the state of Pennsylvania reject marijuana legaliza�on which will contribute 
to these crises and problems for the Keystone State. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to heard in Pennsylvania 
 
Respec�ully, 
 
 
John Daviau 
Director of State and Local Affairs 
SAM Ac�on 
 


