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Good afternoon Acting Chairman Mullins, Chairman Benninghoff, and members of the House 

Transportation Committee. My name is Katharine Kelleman, CEO of Pittsburgh Regional Transit, and I 

would like to thank you for the opportunity to join you this afternoon at SEPTA’s headquarters to discuss 

transit funding. I appreciate this opportunity to provide you with Pittsburgh Regional Transit’s 

perspective on the challenges our system is currently facing as it relates to mass transportation funding.  

Pittsburgh Regional Transit's 2,600 employees operate, maintain, and support bus, light rail, incline, and 

paratransit service. Our network of 700 buses, 80 light-rail vehicles, and the Monongahela Incline 

provides 120,000 rides each weekday, proudly serving the second-largest county in this Commonwealth. 

While PRT has long benefitted from significant state funding to support annual operations, we also 

generate local revenue through rider fares and advertising. 

In March 2020, when ridership fell by more than 90%, fare and advertising revenue dropped just as 

precipitously. Today, ridership remains about 50% below prepandemic levels. 

Like SEPTA, PRT has relied on federal relief funds to offset this annual revenue shortfall. But it’s a 

temporary solution.  

While SEPTA is facing this financial cliff now, we expect to reach the same point within a few years. So, 

we’re in the same ocean, just maybe on different boats. 

The need for dedicated, sustainable, and growing funding for transit statewide remains paramount. In 

time, all transit systems in Pennsylvania will hit this wall – not just Pittsburgh and Philadelphia. 

This is not just a problem for bus riders, or rail commuters. It’s a problem that will impact major 

employers, business owners and developers.  

The state of our post-COVID economy is a pressing concern in the Pittsburgh region and at the forefront 

for voters eyeing our November elections. The ability of major employers to compete for top talent is 

also a concern. 

Young people in Pittsburgh don’t want to live in the suburbs and drive to work every day. Employers 

whose offices are accessible by transit and walking have a competitive edge over those whose locations 

would require a new hire to buy a car or exclusively work from home. 

By bolstering transit funding today and providing opportunities for these vital systems to grow, we are 

also investing in our regions’ abilities to thrive economically and compete. 

Like SEPTA, PRT is focused on the future – using this moment to consider where our regions – and our 

state – wants to be in the future. We’re already planning for it internally and developing a path to get us 

there – as long as we have the financial means to carry it out. 

Maintaining funding at today’s level is not sustainable. For public transportation to meet the needs of 

our communities' transit funding must be able to grow with us.  



As helpful as Act 89 has been over the last decade, we must learn from the hard work it took to 

accomplish and acknowledge that public transit is a vital public asset that we cannot afford to lose. 

PRT proudly generates nearly $1 billion in economic impact in Pennsylvania each year and help to create 

more than 6,000 jobs both directly and indirectly. 

Now is the time to invest in public transit. 

Thank you. 

******************************************************** 


