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• Outdoor recreation adds $14 billion of value to PA annually 
and directly supports 152,000 jobs

• In 2022, DCNR hired Nathan Reigner as the first PA Director of 
Outdoor Recreation

• Proposed budget includes funding to create PA Office of Outdoor 
Recreation

• 18 other states have created offices—PA would be largest state 
with office

• Office would unite, strengthen, and grow outdoor rec economy

Office of Outdoor Recreation
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Community Grants
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• Huge year for C2P2 grants in 2022: $92 million for 335 projects

• 162 community park projects

• 43 trail projects

• Preservation of 7,000+ acres of open space

• $11.8 million granted for forest buffers and street trees

• Grants leverage local match dollars

• Regional advisors across the state can help grant applicants

Grants Overview
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• Groundbreaking data analysis to identify communities of need, 
advancing goal of ensuring every Pennsylvanian lives within 10 
minutes of park or trail

• Examines entire state at census block group level

• Layers park and trail access with demographic, health, 
socioeconomic, and other factors

• Communities of need located in urban and rural areas

Priority Communities Analysis
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“Nature for All” Signs
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• 124 state parks and 2.2 million acres of state forests

• 37.9 million state park visits in 2022 compared to 42.2 million in 2021

• 2022 totals were .1% higher than average of 2017-2019

• Overnight reservations remain much higher than before pandemic

State Parks and Forests
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Three New State Parks

Susquehanna Riverlands 
(York County)

Big Elk Creek 
(Chester County)

Vosburg Neck 
(Wyoming County)
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Thank you!

Cindy Adams Dunn: cindydunn@pa.gov

John Norbeck: jnorbeck@pa.gov

Nathan Reigner: nreigner@pa.gov

Eric Nelson (Legislative Director): erinelson@pa.gov

Feel free to reach out with questions or ideas


