
Members of the House Judiciary Committee,

My name is Gina Davis. I am a mother of 3 children, and I have 8 grandchildren. I am very family

oriented, and my family has dinners together each year for every Holiday. I am the 3'd of three children, I

have 2 older brothers. I love to travel, cruise, listen to live music, and experience unique cuisine' I am

very active in my community with community job fair events, and Health and Wellness events. I have

also worked with re-entry programs for those incarcerated to transition back into the community

successfu I ly.

I currently hold the title of Employee & Labor Relations Specialist at a university. My position duties and

responsibilities are to interpret, assist, and coach Supervisors and Managers with employee and labor

issues. I obtained my bachelor's degree in 2015, and my master's in business ldministration in 2017. I

have also within the last year obtained my Certification as a Diversity Professional'

tnmylastjoblworkedintheHRDepartmentofalargeemployerfor16years. Aspartofthatjob,l
partnered with Federal Probation/Parole and a number of work release programs as a recruiter' lsaw

that formally incarcerated people are an untapped pool of talent. I helped these individuals navigate the

application process and the interview process. I also helped with issues related to self-esteem, literacy

and or economic factors. I was very successful in this initiative because I could tell them that I have

"been there," and I shared my story with them, like I will with you today.

I have a criminal record. ln 1994, during the crack cocaine epidemic of the 80s, I like many other African

Americans across the country, was swept up into the epidemic, experimenting with street drugs in my

20s. I was arrested with S20 worth of cocaine and a small amount of marijuana.

For the past 28 years, my felony drug conviction has held me back. lt has kept me from furthering my

careerbypreventingmefromdoingsomeofmyjobresponsibilities. lamaHRProfessionalinneedof

clearances to successfully do my job. I couldn't pass the FBI fingerprint background check because of my

record. My record held me back because it prevented me from becoming a Notary in the state of PA.

Just this year I applied to be a Notary and I was denied, because of my convictions that are 28 years old.

l've been discriminated against in recent years at my place of work. Because I couldn't pass the FBI

background check, my desk was moved away from my colleagues to a different part of the office, near

the receptionists. My criminal record kept me separate and excluded. I could never apply to positions in

Health Administration with my MBA due to my criminal record.

I worry that my record will prevent me from obtaining senior high rise living when l'm in my retirement

years.

I have experienced anxiety, depression, segregation at work, discrimination, all due to society revisiting

my criminal history every time I apply for a job or have an assignment that requires me to have access to

a system that I cannot because of my record.

This is still happening today. Even as recent as this past week in my new position, I have to tell my

Director that I will not be able to pass the FBI fingerprint background so I will not be able to do a vital

part of my responsibility in my job. As with other jobs, this causes my professional growth to be halted.

It causes looks from other coworkers who are trying to figure out why I cannot do something that they

can do. lt causes shame to me because I have to continually prove to society that I am not my criminal

history. The stress related to criminal background checks is relentless and it never goes away.



I worked hard to overcome my addiction to drugs years ago! I am not my criminal history or my pastl I

have paid my debt to society with incarceration at a drug rehabilitation center, I have paid fines and

court costs, I have been on probation and successfully completed that. However, I cannot seem to get

far enough away from the criminal history to be recognized for my contribution to society - today' I

have spent the last 25 years building a foundation for and my children (who are very proud of me, by

the way) and laying the groundwork for them to see by example that it is never too late to do something

different with your life. I never wanted what happened two me. lt's not something I said as a child, that

this was what I would do as an adult. But things happen. We all make mistakes and live with the

repercussions of those decisions. But for how long and to what degree?

This Clean Slate bill is a positive step toward making PA more equitable and helping people like myself

access better paying jobs to take care of our families. Record clearing not only boosts self-esteem and

morale, but will also boost wages for folks who are not their criminal histories.

I was an addict in my early 20s who experimented with street drugs, like so many others. I had S20-

worth of drugs on me and I have been paying with my life, my integrity, my livelihood, and my health for

years. To have my criminal record sealed would mean the world to me. lt would open up so many more

opportunities for the future of my life. I have made the necessary changes in my life over the past 3

decades. I should not need to carry this with me to my grave. I am so much more than my criminal

history!

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Gina Davis


