Kathrvn M. Small

Chairs Ortitay, Hill-Evans and members of the Subcommittee on Special Education,
I am writing to your committee in strong support of Pennsylvania House Bill 726;
Disability Inclusive Curriculum Legislation.
Over the past ten years, I have had the privilege of serving as a public school
educator in a variety of roles. I am currently employed as an instructional coach who
leads inclusive practices in kindergarten through twelfth grade in the North Penn
School District. In my position, I have the critical opportunity to shape both skillset
and mindset amongst general and special education staff as they work to
understand and support the learner variability of every student in their classroom.
Knowledge of learner variability is essential to any educator ’s aptitude to provide
meaningful access to a rigorous curriculum for all students.

In reviewing this bill, I was compelled to advocate for its passing as I see the
fundamental parallel to the work that I do each day. As school districts across our
nation are working to analyze ways in which they can more equitably reflect their
student population, many have undergone curriculum audits. Through these audits,
organizations seek to diversify the resources, assignments and learning
opportunities that they provide to students on a daily basis. Often times this results
in the adoption of literature that is representative of a greater range of ethnicities, as
well as the perspectives and experiences of gender, sexual orientation, age, and
cultural identity. Far and away, there is an aspect of the human condition that is
forgotten in these efforts to represent all; disability.
Recent United States Census data indicates that approximately one in four
Americans identifies as having some form of disability. While diversity as a whole is
largely encouraged and celebrated, disability is not commonly part of these
recognitions. House Bill 726 sets an expectation that school entities establish
instructional experiences to showcase the political, economic and social
contributions of people with disabilities. Such a bill provides a platform for
empowering school communities to embrace disability as a form of diversity and to
create learning environments where all students see their unique talents as valued
and accepted.

Disability has long since been a topic viewed as taboo; something to be ignored,
dismissed or avoided. The time has come to begin honoring disability for what it is; a
natural part of the human race that makes each individual a unique and remarkable
being.

I unequivocally support the passing of House Bill 726 , and look forward to the
implementation of its components throughout the state of Pennsylvania .

Sincerely,
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Instructional Coach- Inclusive Practices, K-12

North Penn School District
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