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Additionally , there is no financial support to the Department or participating schools. It is difficult to imagine
any school being opposed to teaching all students about the value and contribution of individuals with
disabilities. However, due to the pandemic, public and non-public schools continue to be overwhelmed and
realistically may not have the time, resources, or willingness to embark on a new 3-year initiative beginning
in the 2022-23 school year.
Finally , the lack of immediate and sustainable funding will impact the Department’s ability to administer and schools’ ability to participate in - a pilot program like that proposed in House Bill 729. The Department
will need to create a position within the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education to manage the
program, and this will not be possible without a dedicated funding source at the time of enactment.

To address these concerns and broaden the scope to include more than six schools, the Department offers
the following recommendations:

•

Embed the intent in PDE’s existing Universal Design for Learning (UDL): Classroom
Resources Grant program. Overseen by the Bureau of Special Education, this grant program
equips educators with resources to reduce inherent barriers to learning so all students may reach
their full learning potential independent of how instruction is delivered during the school year. Fifteen
school districts and charter schools received grants for the 2021-22 school year.

•

Use the existing Pennsylvania Special Education Advisory Panel’s (SEAP ) Least Restrictive
Environment (LRE ) Committee to develop the guidelines for schools to develop their lessons
and/or instruction on this topic. IDEA requires states establish and maintain an advisory panel to
advise state special education staff regarding the education of eligible students with disabilities. That
includes advising PDE on the education of students with disabilities educated through the use of
public funds, including, but not limited to, children served in public schools, private schools,
hospitals, prisons, and in the home. SEAP and the LRE committee are comprised of individuals with
disabilities, family members, advocates, and special education professionals, and is similar to the
advisory council described in House Bill 726.

•

Embed disability inclusiveness and instruction on the political, economic, and social
contributions of individuals with disabilities into the PDE Equity Roadmap to encourage all
schools to design and provide the opportunities of all students with disabilities to be included in this
conversation. The Department developed the Equity Roadmap in 2021 to assist school leaders and
educators learn how to make instruction more engaging and effective for all students. The Equity
Roadmap identifies six key processes essential to ensuring systems and policies are flexible and
responsive to the needs of all students and school communities.

We welcome the opportunity to work with lawmakers to increase awareness of individuals with
disabilities statewide and would be happy to answer any questions.
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