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Good Morning. It is an honor to have this opportunity to be here today to testify
before the House Subcommittee on Special Education. Chairman Ortitay and
House Special Education Subcommittee members, my name is Dr. Anthony Grieco
and I have the privilege of serving as the Executive Director of the Luzerne
Intermediate Unit # 18 for the past 10 years. My organization services the 12
public school districts, 3 Career Technical Centers, a Charter School, all Non-Public
Schools and a variety of Approved Private schools throughout Luzerne County and
part of Wyoming County.
The Luzerne Intermediate Unit is one of the 29 Intermediate Units throughout the
Commonwealth that were created in 1970 by the General Assembly to assist the
Department of Education in providing and thorough and efficient system of public
education. Over our 50 year history, Intermediate Units have evolved greatly to
offer numerous services to our educational communities beyond our original
intent while remaining committed to the original purpose of serving students with
disabilities.
My organization is considered a mid-sized Intermediate Unit that services over
50,000 students in our geographical footprint with approximately 45,000 of those

students being enrolled in our public schools. Of those 45,000 students, 8,223 of
them are identified for special education services through the Child Find and IEP
process. That is approximately 18.5% of our student population receiving some
type of specialized educational service.
Our primary goal in supporting our districts, students and their parent /guardians
is to act as partners with a focus on individual students and appropriately
programming for these students on a yearly basis. In addition to special
education services we have also developed a number of specialized programs that

integrate behavioral health supports.

The Luzerne Intermediate Unit provides a wide array of services to support the
needs of our local communities for children ages Birth to age 21. Our mission is
to increase each student's individual potential in the most appropriate
environment by implementing a model of collaboration and resource allocation
that responds to the needs of the community. As broad as the mission statement
is, it is reflective of how broad our range of services are.
Early Intervention- Early Intervention ( El) services

within Luzerne and Wyoming
Counties are provided to children ages Birth to five years of age who are
experiencing a delay in their development. The children are evaluated and found
to be eligible for special education services under the guidelines of the federal
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) regulations. Early Intervention in
Pennsylvania consists of services and supports designed to help families with
children who have developmental delays or disabilities. Early Intervention builds
upon the natural learning that occurs in a child's first few years of life. It is a
process that promotes collaboration among parents, service providers and others,
who are significantly involved with a child. Hazleton Area School District holds
the MAWA for our region while the Luzerne Intermediate Unit provides related
services based on each child' s individual needs. These services can include:
early identification, screening and assessment services

assistive technology devices and services
nursing services

occupational therapy

physical therapy services

social work services
special instruction

speech-language therapy services
transportation services

vision services

Family centered services and supports are based on the child ' s strengths,
concerns, priorities and resources identified by the parent or primary caregiver.

Services and supports are designed to respect the family ' s concerns, interests,

and values.
There are 1,240 students with intellectual or developmental disability currently
enrolled in the III service area.
District Housed Consortium Classrooms

The Luzerne Intermediate Unit operates consortium special education programs
located in district buildings throughout Luzerne County. These programs are
administered and supported by Intermediate Unit faculty and staff and operate at
the discretion of our member districts. These classrooms are part of the
continuum of services offered by each district through our Intermediate Unit
partnership.
Currently, we are operating:

• 6 Autistic Support classrooms with a total of 39 students;
• 7 Life Skills/Transition Support classrooms with a total of 107 students;
• 5 Multi-Disabilities classroom with 29 students;
• 1Cochlear Implant Pre - School Classroom with 8 students;
• 5 Emotional Support Programs with 42 students, and
• 220 Learning Support students.
Itinerant Services

The Luzerne Intermediate Unit provides a full complement of Itinerant Services to
support districts and students meet their academic and behavioral goals.
The Speech/Language Therapy Department provides educational support
services to students with speech and/or language impairments. Speech and
Language disorders can be classified in any of the following areas:
Articulation/ Phonology, Expressive /Receptive Language and Fluency. The schoolbased SLP can also assess the need for the use of assistive technology in the
school setting. There are a total of 402 students in the Speech program.
The Vision Support and Orientation and Mobility Programs provide educational
support services to students who demonstrate visual impairments. There are a
total of 145 students in the Vision and O&M program.

The Occupational Therapy Department provides educational support for
students who are in need of occupational therapy services. Occupational therapy
is a comprehensive discipline which focuses on the student's ability to engage in
activities in the school and community environment with independence.
Intervention strategies include fine motor, self-care, vocational, sensory motor,
and activities of daily living. There are a total of 335 students in the OT program.
The Deaf/ Hard of Hearing Program provides communication support to students
who is deaf, hard of hearing, or deaf-blind. They receive support in reading,
communication, and assist with the access of assistive technologies. There are a
total of 65 students in the DHH program.
Social Work Service - Social Work services are provided by Licensed Master Level
Clinicians. These services are designed for school aged students who may benefit
from individual or group therapy as designated by the school district and family.
We are currently providing Social Work Services to 540 students.
Center Based Programs

Partial Hospitalization ( PHP) - The goal of the PHP is to increase client
functioning by providing mental health treatment for children and adolescents in
a public school setting. PHP students benefit by being educated in a school based
setting while receiving mental health supports. The school based collaboration
benefits students in assisting parents, community agencies and school districts to
problem solve social, emotional and educational concerns. This involves all the
important individuals in student's life and can include, but is not limited to,
county case managers, psychologists, psychiatrists, teachers, school personnel,
parents, guardians, foster parents, therapists and the student.
Therapeutic Emotional Support (TES ) - the TES program is for students who have
chronic or acute mental disorders/needs and may require active treatment, may

be at risk of partial or in-patient hospitalization, detention, residential, school
expulsion, etc., and/or have a psychiatric diagnosis. TES students benefit from a
high staff /student ratio. More individualized attention while receiving education
and behavioural health supports in a center- based school setting.
Therapeutic Autistic Support ( TAS) - The TAS provides a high quality verbal

behavior and therapeutic behavioral program for children K-2. The LIU's Program

delivers intensive levels of intervention to challenged students in the initial stages
of their school careers in order to prepare them educationally and emotionally for
a successful transition back to their neighborhood schools. The Program provides
a culture of success and optimism in which students learn to manage and control
their own behaviors, to gain the required academic skills, and to successfully
function at home, school, and in the community. Students in our program receive
social work services and utilizes a verbal behavior program. Verbal Behavior is
behavior that is mediated by the behavior of another person. This means it is
what we do in most of our interactions with other people. Verbal behavior is
communication. It focuses attention on the functional analysis of language:
looking at the conditions under which a person will use language. In other words,
looking at why things are said. Verbal behavior can include speaking, using sign
language, writing, gesturing, using picture exchange systems, and various
augmentative communication devices.
The Dual Diagnosis program (DP) - The purpose of the DD is to meet the unique
needs of students who have the co-existence of the symptoms of both intellectual
or developmental disabilities and mental health problems. Prior to opening, many
of the students served by the DD program were receiving high levels of care and
being educated in the most costly and restrictive settings ( including residential
treatment facilities, Approved Private Schools and hospitals) or receiving solitary
instruction isolating them from their peers. This program eliminates the need for
these settings. It allows students to receive education in a center - based program
with a small class size. Students receive mental health and educational services
with a 4.5 FTE staff model. Students receive Art instruction, Community- Based
Instruction and/or Job Coaching with related transportation and family-based
supports.

All of the aforementioned LIU programs operate within the context of Least
Restrictive Environment and seek to use best practices that are researched based.
Transition Services- The Luzerne Intermediate Unit has a robust transition
department with the sole purpose of assisting districts in providing exposure and
opportunities for students with disabilities that are 14 years and older. Transition
specialists are assigned to each district, and a vocational coordinator is assigned
to each vocational school. These individuals connect parents, students, and

schools to both competitive and non-competitive employment and community
opportunities. In the spirit of brevity, I will only highlight a few.
The LIU itself operates multiple Community Based Vocational Training sites. Allow
me to highlight two: The Dream Green Farm is a paid employment transition
opportunity offered to youth with disabilities with a post-secondary goal of
employment. This opportunity is a partnership with the Luzerne Intermediate
Unit and the Land at Hillside. The donated greenhouse and farmland offer a nontraditional classroom for students. Students learn agriculture, horticulture,
employability, social and marketing skills. These skills are practiced during
seasonal sales as well as the Farmer's Market. Two job coaches oversee and
mentor the student to reach their highest potential.

Another program operated by the LIU is called the Document Destruction Depot.
The Document Destruction Depot (DDD) is a paid employment transition
opportunity for youth with disabilities who have a post -secondary goal of
employment. The DDD is operated by the Luzerne Intermediate Unit. This
program teaches students various employability skills and job skills specific to
warehousing. Student must be at least 18 years of age to operate the shredder.
Students work a maximum of three days per week. A job mentor guides the
student and ensures safety while at the DDD Safety and job training is provided to
students prior to beginning employment.

The REAL (Rewarding Education Adult Living) Academy is a community living
transition opportunity for youth with disabilities. The program helps students
develop independent living skills while supporting students who may have a postsecondary goal of employment. The REAL Academy operates as a full day
program for the entire school year. The curriculum of this program includes
functional living skills including the following: social, budgeting, banking,
shopping, cooking, housekeeping, management/organizational, public
transportation, and employability. Opportunities for job shadowing/training
activities occur both in the community and at the REAL Academy. Students are
assessed using student portfolios, interest inventories, situational assessments
and formal assessments. A special education teacher and a para -educator help
students to reach their full potential

As you can see, my Intermediate as well as the other Intermediate Units
throughout the Commonwealth provide a wide array of diverse offerings when it
comes to supporting students' with disabilities. The nature of providing services
at an Intermediate Unit is being the solutions people and we all pride ourselves
on finding those solutions that are best for our students to assist in supporting

them and their families.
I thank you for your time and appreciate this opportunity to discuss IU services. I
would happy to answer any questions you may have at this time.

