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Since its founding in 1787, the University of Pittsburgh has emerged as a global leader in
academics, research and scholarship. In our recently launched strategic plan, the Plan for Pitt, we
have recommitted ourselves to improving lives and communities—at every scale—by creating
knowledge and leveraging our expertise to tackle some of society’s greatest and most pressing
challenges. We recognize that the cost of higher education has risen dramatically in recent
decades, while state investment in institutions like Pitt has decreased . One of our top priorities is
providing students with an affordable, high-quality education while reducing student debt and
addressing as much unmet student need as possible. The appropriation from the Commonwealth
is a critical component in accomplishing this goal.
For fiscal year 2022, the University of Pittsburgh received an appropriation of $152 million from
the Commonwealth, which represented about 6% of our revenue for the year . In this testimony, I
will highlight the importance of the appropriation to Pennsylvania students. I also will highlight
how potential changes to the appropriation would harm the Pennsylvania students we serve and
the Commonwealth as a whole.

The Commonwealth Appropriation Is Critical to Pennsylvania Students Who Attend Pitt

Every dollar the University of Pittsburgh receives in general support appropriation funding from
the Commonwealth is applied to reducing tuition for Pennsylvania students and families. This
funding directly and dramatically lowers tuition costs for in-state students.
This fall, there are 24,065 undergraduate students across all five University of Pittsburgh
campuses, and 63% of them are from Pennsylvania. In fact, this August Pitt welcomed a record
number of new students from hometowns across Pennsylvania.
The benefits of Commonwealth funding are significant to these students and their families, as in state tuition for undergraduate students at our Pittsburgh campus is approximately $19,100. For
out-of-state students, undergraduate tuition is more than 78% higher at approximately $34,100.
Over the course of a four-year education, this subsidy reduces debt levels for Pennsylvania
students by approximately $60,000.

At the University’s regional campuses, the benefits of the Commonwealth appropriation are even
more pronounced. At our Bradford , Greensburg and Johnstown campuses, tuition is
approximately $13,400 for in -state students, compared to a little more than $25,000 for out -ofstate students. And nursing students from Pennsylvania at our Titusville campus pay $16,500,
while out-of-state tuition is nearly double at $30,700.

In addition to the direct support for Pennsylvania students provided by the Commonwealth
through the annual appropriation, the University further subsidizes tuition for in -state students.
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In fact, Pitt provides $284 million in tuition discounts for Pennsylvania students, but the state’s
appropriation accounts for less than 60% of that discount. The University covers the rest—
approximately $117 million. In other words, the Commonwealth provides the average
Pennsylvania undergrad who comes to our Pittsburgh campus $8,900 per year in tuition
reduction and Pitt covers the additional $6,100.
It’ s worth noting that when adjusted for inflation, state funding per student in the
Commonwealth decreased by more than 20% during a 10-year period between 2009 and 2019.
Pennsylvania ranks third lowest in the country in terms of state funding for higher education per
student.
Pitt Strives to Ensure That Higher Education Is Affordable

Over the past five fiscal years, the University has only raised in -state tuition by an average of
1.6%. That’ s well below the rate of inflation for the same period as measured by the Consumer
Price Index of 2.2%. Pitt’s average in state tuition increases compare even more favorably to the
Commonfund Institute’s Higher Education Price Index, which averaged an increase of 2.7% for
the years 2017-20.

-

As a result of modest tuition increases, gross tuition revenue has increased by 5.3% over the past
three years, yet during that same period, financial aid has increased by 30.9%. As a result , net
tuition at Pitt has decreased by 2.6% during that period, as tuition increases have been used to
support student financial aid.
Over the last five years, Pitt’s financial support for students totaled $1.1 billion. Additional
details regarding Pitt’s tuition rates and financial aid are included in the data at the end of this
testimony .

In addition to ensuring lower tuition costs, the University also has invested in several critical
initiatives aimed at reducing student debt.
The Pitt Success Pell Match Program was launched in 2019 and marked the greatest restructuring
of financial aid in the University’s history. The federal Pell Grant program helps students and
families with the greatest financial need to pay for college . The Pitt Success Pell Match Program
maximizes the power of this federal program by matching student Pell Grants dollar for dollar.
Since the introduction of Pitt Success, the University has attracted record numbers of Pell eligible applicants and enrollees. Preliminary figures for this year’ s entering class show an
increase of almost 24% in the number of Pell -eligible students compared to the previous year,
making for a 70% increase since the launch of the program in 2019.
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Currently, Pitt enrolls more than 5,700 students who benefit from Pitt Success, with the average
student receiving $5,500 each year. Since its inception, the program has been linked to a notable
improvement in retention, as the rate for Pell-eligible students rose from 86.9% to 93.4%, which
essentially mirrors the rate for students who are not Pell eligible. Regarding student debt, Pell eligible students who entered Pitt in the fall of 2019 took on 24% less debt in their first year than
those who entered the year prior. Since 2019, Pitt has committed nearly $100 million to Pitt
Success.

Panthers Forward is another program that aims to reduce student debt. This program is available
to all students on the Pittsburgh campus who use federal loans to fund their last year of college.
Participants receive up to $5,000 in direct federal student loan relief as well as mentoring from
Pitt alumni and exclusive invitations to events and workshops.
The only condition is a voluntary one: that students pay it forward, either financially or by
contributing their time and talent as a Panthers Forward Friend or alumni mentor after
graduation.
Since launching in 2019, Panthers Forward has offset $2.25 million in federal loans. This
program is still in a pilot phase, and the University eventually plans to roll it out to students at all
five campuses.

The Appropriation Contributes to Economic Development and Prevents “Brain Drain ”
Year after year, the numbers show that Pitt is an extraordinary and proven investment. Consider
these proof points: Every $1 that the state invests in the University of Pittsburgh yields a $20
return . We drive an estimated $4.2 billion into local communities annually and maintain a
network of nearly 38,000 jobs.

The University of Pittsburgh is remarkably successful at pulling talented individuals into the
Commonwealth and turning them into residents. Our surveys show that nearly one in four out-ofstate students from the Classes of 2019 and 2020 remained in Pennsylvania after earning their
Pitt degree. These students joined a community of approximately 180,000 alumni statewide who
are poised to generate nearly $115 billion in additional income over the course of their careers.

In addition to supporting economic development, funding from the Commonwealth also ensures
that the most talented students in Pennsylvania remain in the state. Pennsylvania students who
are accepted to the University of Pittsburgh have many options in choosing a college. Of those
who are accepted but choose not to enroll at Pitt, 27% attend either Pennsylvania State
University or Temple University. The remaining choose out-of-state schools, which typically
include Ohio State University, University of Michigan, University of Maryland, University of
Virginia, Virginia Tech University, Purdue University, Rutgers University, and University of
Delaware.
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Only a small percentage of Pennsylvania students who are accepted at Pitt choose to enroll at
Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education (PASSHE) institutions. This again highlights the
importance of the in -state tuition discounts that the Commonwealth appropriation supports that
incentivizes Pennsylvania students to choose a college degree within the state .
The Direct Appropriation to Pitt and Other State- related Universities Benefits
Pennsylvania Students and Their Families

There is a recent legislative proposal that would eliminate Commonwealth funding for staterelated universities and move those funds into a Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance
Agency (PHEAA) voucher system. While we’re not aware of the exact details, this would have
drastic consequences for our students and the Commonwealth.

This approach will effectively erase the in-state tuition discount at Pitt . A voucher system would
not be nearly enough to offset the loss of the in-state tuition discount for Pennsylvania students,
which equals $15,000 for in state students at Pitt. The best and brightest in the Commonwealth
would begin to look at public universities in nearby states as indicated previously.

-

-

Pennsylvania already has one of the nation’s largest direct to-student grant programs for higher
education . Grant programs are based solely on need, leaving many students caught in the middle
if they don’ t qualify for many, if any, grants and are unwilling or unable to take on the cost of
higher education primarily through loans.
Tax dollars currently flow to Pennsylvania students through reduced tuition at PASSHE schools,
the state related institutions and the PHEAA grant program . However, the PHEAA grant
program disproportionately benefits students at private institutions, as the full “sticker price” is
used to calculate the grant amount even though most private institutions rarely charge students
that price.

-

As mentioned, Pennsylvania funding for higher education already ranks among the lowest of all
states. If enacted, this legislation would further erode Pennsylvania’s position in support of
higher education, and the Commonwealth would be without a major public research institutionmaking it the only state in the nation to bear this label .

Companies look for strong public research universities in deciding where to locate their new and
expanded operations. As a state-related university, Pitt has grown into a world class center for
biomedical research. In the United States, we are recognized as a top institution for funds
received from the National Institutes of Health, and our projected research base now tips the
scales at more than $900 million—an achievement that directly benefits the Commonwealth in
an untold number of ways.

-
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In the face of a pandemic, the University set a first-year enrollment record this fall, including for
Pennsylvania students. The fact that ever -increasing numbers of Pennsylvania students want to
attend Pitt clearly indicates the high value that Commonwealth families place on Pitt as a public
university. Students vote with their feet, and more Pennsylvania students than ever want to attend
Pitt.

Finally, large private institutions do not have regional campuses, as these campuses are not able
to compete effectively at the tuition levels of a private university . The harm to these institutions
would be devastating to the regions in which Pitt currently has campuses —Bradford,
Greensburg, Johnstown and Titusville.
Instead of investing in one of the Commonwealth’s greatest strengths, a voucher system would
eliminate direct public funding for state -related higher education. The consequences of such a
move would be devastating and markedly undercut our capacity to attract both external research
funding and innovative companies to the state.

Conclusion
Through the 645 degree and certificate programs offered by the University of Pittsburgh at our
16 schools and colleges, we seek to serve the people of Pennsylvania as well solve the challenges
faced by our region, nation and world. Our commitment to that mission has been consistently
recognized by others.
The Wall Street Journal /Times Higher Education college rankings again named our Pittsburgh
campus one of the best public universities in the Northeastern United States—second only to the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point. And Pitt is ranked 20th on the U.S. News & World Report
2022 list of top public schools in the nation. The same report also ranked Pitt 27th in its best
colleges for veterans category, up three spots from the prior year.

These achievements in support of Pennsylvania students are made possible through the support
of our legislators in Harrisburg. The funding provided through the appropriation is key to
providing the students of Pennsylvania with a world -class education. We look forward to
continuing to work with you on this important journey in support of education and economic
prosperity in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
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In -state Tuition Rates and Data, 2018 -22

Trends in PA Undergraduate Tuition
and Tuition Rate Increases <1)
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Gross and Net Tuition Over Five Years Shows the Increase in Financial Aid Provided to Students

5- Year Gross/ Net Tuition - Financial Aid
Accumulates to $1.1 Billion During the Period
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